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LORDS & DY

JOHN BLY @ CHARLES ROSE;

were EXECUTED at LENOX, .in the COUNTY of BERKSHIRE, and COMMO M.
ALTHof MASSACHUSE T TS, on TRURsDAY, the fixth Dayof D ECE M BE R, ir the YEAR' of our "

L0 R D one Thoufand feven Hundred and eighty Seven, for BU
i DaNikL SHAYS, andather Officers of the Militia, and the Selemen of -

“To the good Penple of, MASSACHUSETTS, more ¢/pecially to

RGLARY.

Towns wha have been infirumental in raifing the (7pp7/l}i9" to the Government of this Commonwealth -

NOW YE, Thatl, JOHN BLY,an unfortunate young g
K man, hardly arrived at the age of 22 years, now under /

fentence of Dreath, and on the morrow to be exexutgd
for the crime of ROBBERY, do utter and publith thefe as my

y LAST ‘WORDS and DYING SPEECH,
1 was born in Voluntown, in Comnecticut, in a Chriftian fa-
mily ; at the age effiftcen, I went tolearn the trude of a taylor?

4 with one Williom 1ew, of Rhode-ifland. —After my appres- B

sicethip wasended, I returned to my father's houfe, und in the
| year 1785 cameipto thisitate.— W hen the infurrection began
1 took an aduve part a e 3o
When the troops under General LINCOLN came into thf
coutity, I fled to the State of New-York, remained ghere untii
Hawpiin wsdetis nroad into thie county” ;, there I joined him.
at Stockbride i e =gttt ction 1 was taken;
and confined 2 SFifoner unl the rixug of the Supreme Judictak
Court in March laft,~when I was illcharged,‘t,he Jury riot hav=
ing found a bill againit me.—-A few days after, hearing that

evidence was like to, bé found againft me, I fled apain to York

State.
day, unheppily for me as it has turned out, I was fet at

he wfter, hearing great - ftories that Shays was
2 7 own, Itook orders to raife men to join him.” This”

§ being found out, Tagain fled for fafety ; but being encouraged™

§ by {fome of our principal men) wbefe names I with not to
. 1aention, except one, hoping that God may forgive them, asl
do, and that they may yet become good members of the Statej
to go with a {mall party to get arms from the Government-
§ men. The firft party Twent with, was to Weff-Stockbridge,
where we went to Mr, Fowler’s, to Mr. Collins’s, to Mr.

K Daldwin’s, and 10 Mr. French’s.——A few days atter, we
8 went o Mr. Kingflcy's, i Becket, from whom we took four.

&

6% fuppofed Dunpam had done.

teen
State, with defign to find out whether Shays was going to'se
any t’hing, orpot. Fiading that he was not, lgwent a%g
found Dunbgm, whe.wanted me to join him and others,
o
which he
tiar the Rev.

for damages done his orchard, by

ns—one of the party took a watch.——1I then left 116"

ot{rom Dunbarm .~w—-Dunhum likewife told us,

r. Steele had-got a fuit of hi
irdling histrees, which he
Jjoined Dunkam, and went

% with the party to Mr, Kellogg’s and Mr, Steele’s.—~—A few
= daysafter, I heard of the pardon; fuppofed myfelf within it,

% and returned home, where I was taken up, in about four”

§ weeks, and carried to Barrington, «nd confined in goal until the
time of my being brought up to Lenox for trial.—Havin
* heen tried for a crime of which I was not guilty, though.
might have cruvited of robbing both Mr. Kellygg and
§ Mr. Steelefasawell %s-Mr. Kingfley, Mir. Fowler, aud oth>
yet [ s foutid guilty “of robbing Capt. Brooks, of Lﬂrp',oﬁi
oughy on kis own oath, and that of his family L Lirooks
¢ tion of an honeft man ; I have no malfCe againit’

ainit the Governiment, as a-foldier,~ E

On the 4th of HMay, as 1 was returning, I was taken
up at Stockbridge, and confined in Barrington gaol, but the next §8

 to ‘s}f,:?é[d,n to get from Mr. Kellsgg a fiit of clothes” 88 pay your honeft debts and your reafonable taxes—ufe

clothes, to pay r

{ miferable offenders, Jwvithan eye of pity,

him, but believe that'be fwore what he thoucht was troe
though I know he was under a miftake as to y ?verf'fm. "‘
.1, as a dying man, declare, that Robert M Clanngn, of IV(ﬂ-
Steckbridge, was the principal perion who induced me to goto &3
that place with the party ; although, after -he had given evi- #
dence’ againft 'me to the Grand Jury, he went to the place
where 1 'was confined, and declared that he had'never known

e.

I wifh that Capt. Brooks may be informed, that one Martin
Daowning, of Sheffield, was the perfon who was with the party
at- his houfe, for whom Mr. Brooks has mittaken me-—1
that time was not in the State of Maflachufetts; and pever was
at Lanefboroughin my life, to my knowledge. - 3

Simg my confinement in gaol, I have ever: condudted as if. §
1 never was z0 be executed; ~The many pardons that have
fince been granted, induced me to fuppofe vwhat many others
vainly encouraged me in, that we fhould never be executed.
But as it feems Ro/e and myfelf are to fall yiims to our own
folly, rafhnefs, afd prefumption, in belleving your reprefen-
rations as to the affairs of the government, and the power of
Shays ? we hope and truft-the mercy of an all-gracious GOD
may be extended to us, dying men. Wefincerely with to die
in charity with all the wor d, and requeft the prayers ‘of all
good men. - Our fate is aloud and folemn leflon to you
who have excited the people to rife again{t the Government.
Welay not our blood at.your doors ; but it behoves youyeﬁ :
to coq{lder and obferve the fhametul- death thac awaits our
followmg your m}mfels, and crediting YOUX ACCONNES mmii
Remember,we befeech you, that at the final rendering of judg.
ment, you cannot procure your own pardon, by eletting m§n
like yourfelves to legiflate for you :—In the High Court of
Heaven, the hope of the wicked fhall fail them~—pardons are
not thc.re gl:anted to unrepenting finners.—s=Advert to thofe
thmgs——hve peaceably withall men——be not too jealons
of your Rulers—remember that Government is abfolutel;
Neceflary to reftrain the corrupt paffions of men—obey ycu¥e
Honeft Governors——be not allured “ by defigning men—
utmoft endeavours to give peace to your divided di{h'g’é(‘:g;
country—and iemtrnber, that i you finte with’ the it of
iniquity, your hearts ihali not endure, ner your hand
{trong, when the LORD your GODL fhall hr}ilng you ifl 1‘::
udgmem;.] GOD'! b é

_Mercifu ! have mercy on us, dying men t—Forgi
us all our trefpaffes—pardon alf our,ﬁis—g-and look zgﬂ:
1 throu, itse
thy dear SON, who promifed ﬁleibpg to megd};xtx}:; l};el::; &

Y PAWOHNFB L y,” o

.\\\ ./" 2 v
Levox, Decdr A RLES ROSE,
& Signed by the faid john and

. ©“CALEB HYD &
JOSEPH PEIRCE.

&

before us,




