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READER,

T HE following Narrative being Printed from
the Genuine Copy of the within mentioned Cri-
minal ; as the [ame was wrote by bhis own Hand,
whilft under Profecution and Sentence, in the old
condentir’ d Holdy ((wwere be was at bis Requeft con-
fin’d,) in Newgate; the Reaprr will the more
veadily excufe fuch Ervors as arve found therein 3 it
being the Defign of the PRINTER, t0 communicate
the [ame to the Publick, without any Variation from
the Original, of which I affure the Readers this is
a True Copy.

Jjohn Applebee.
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}’OHN DYER, &c.

]

IR of God, a due {enfe of my Sins
and the folly of my Youth; I think it my
Daty to Almighty God and my Country, to

Declare openly and truely, {uch Things as
o e A 2 {hall
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thall be for the Publick Good, and a warning
to all Honeft Men, that they may {fecure
themie}ves, their Houfes, Goods and Money,
from the wvile Practices of Highwaymen,
Sireetr-Robbers, and Houle-Breakers, and all
forts of Thieves; and I hope my unhappy
Fate will be a warning to all Perfons againit
the committing {fuch Crimes, as I fadly La-
- ment, and am to Suffer for, as the juft
Rewards of my Ewvil Deeds: I beg leave to
{ay, that I was born of honeft Parents at
Salisbury, who gave me a Sober and f{olid
Fducation ; and when I left my School, they
put me to an honelt Trade, a Cordwainer,
to which I ferv'd my Apprenticefhip: At my
firlt falling into this wicked Courfe of Life ;
being fhort of Money, I made hold to Rob
a Chandlers Shop of the Money-Box. of about
50 8. at Collinghourn 1n the County of Wilts,
and got clear off without being any ways fuf-
pefted: Some time afier that, mv Mafler
{ent me one Sunday to another Chandlers -
Shop to get him a Shillingfworth of Half-
pence, and there being no Dody at Home, I
cut the Bar of the Window off, and got in
and Rifled all the Shop: I took all the Mouey
[ could find, 1t being about three half Crowns,
and out of a merry Frolick I brought away
all the Raifins and Currants that were in the
Shop, and they was like to betray me, but
I ftood it out, with a great Affurance, and
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{fo I got oft. I was however, fearch’d for
the Money, but I had hid i1t in a parcel of
Nettles, but 1n their {earching of me they
found fome of the Raifins in my Coat-Pocket ;
but as ufual, I infifted upon it, that 1 beught
them at Andover Market the Saturday before,
and they could not difproveme, foI got clear
ofl. Some fhort time after, my Mafter fend-
ing me to Andover Market with five Pound
to buy fome Leather, another Boy and I
agreed together to feign a Story as if I had
been Robb’d of the Money, fo I went home
and told my Mafer that I was Robb’d, and
brought the other Boy, who was concern’d
with me, who vouch’d it to be True; fo
the Boy and 1 fhared the five Pound between
us: This was done near Lurgerfhel in Wilt-
[hire.

My Mafter fometime after that, fent me
amongf{t his Cuftomers to get 1n fome Money
which was due to him, upon which I got up
about three Pound, and as foon as I receiv’d
it [ went off with it, and made the beft of
my way for Salisbury in Wiltfbire, as {oon
as | came there, I got acquainted with a
young Woman, and with her Afliftance and
my own, we foon {pent the Money; when
Madam found the Money gone, the march’d
off too, and then I was put to my Shift.
Going one Market Day 1nto the Market, I
{py’d a young Woman, and faw her receive
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fome Money, then I watch'd her till {he left
the Town, when [ follow’d her and overtook
her, and knock’d her down, and Robb'd her
of what Money fhe had afterwards I made
ner go into the Wood, " where 1 made her
comply to my Luftful deﬁre, afver | had my
Will of her, I tied her to a Tree, and there
left her this Robbery was committed about
tWo Mlles from Salisbury, Afterwards Imade
my Addrefles to a young Woman at a Place
call'd Forthingbridge in Hampfhire, 1 went
there to Work Journey-work, and fo became
acquainted with her; but after fome fmall
Acquaintance, | went to Lodge at her Mo-
thers, and that was what I wanted, after I
“had lodg’d {ome fhort Tine there, I made
bold to take up my Lodging with the Daugh-
ter, which occafion’d a Swelling in her Belly ;
hndmg herfelf with Child  {he and I confult-
+d to Rob her Mother “which we did of
iwenty Pounds ; after that we made the befi
of our way for Brzﬂol there we liv'd upon
the Reverfion of the Money tll 1t was all
rone: ['hen fhe return’d once wmore to pay
another vifit to her Mother, where the good
old Woman receiv’d her and the Child, with
abundance of Jov: I thought it not proper
for me to appear, therefore I made the beft
of my way, and left the 2ecod old Woman to
take care of her Dutifu] Davehter and Grand-

Child,
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After this 1 made the beft of my way to
fee iy Mother at Salisbury, 1 had not been
long with her, but I took an opportunity to
Rob her of fifty Pounds, and went immedi-
ately for Briflol, and there Gamed beft part
of the Money away: Then I took to Work
at my Trade again, and irom Br:flol, 1 went
to a place call’d Thornbury in Glouceflerfhire ,
and there I came acquainted with one Mrs.
Low a Widow Woman, where we livid toge-
ther about fix Months, and we took the
Town in for about 30/ then we Sold all
off, and went to a Place call’d Weekware.
and there the Biter was Bit; for I agreed
with a Collier to go Partners with him, and
was to give him 50/, whereof I gave him
321, down, and was to pay him the other
Monthly, but before I came to pay the firft
Payment, my very good Friend the Collier
went off of the Ground, and fo the Biter was
Bit indeed, {o I pack’d up my Awls and came
packing away from thence.

From thence I went to a Place call’d Bay:-
ley in Glouceflerfhire, and there I work'd very
honeftly for fometime, till I was known by
a Man that came from Thornbury, and was
oblig’d to move farther, for fear of being be-
tray’d, foI pack’d up my Awls there likewife,
and went to Hereford City, and Work’d there
very Honeltly ; till one Night I was in Com-
pany with a Higler, and he faid he was a go-

ing




C

[ 8 ] '
ingto a Place call'd Rofs, tobuy fome Fowls 4
I readily reply’d, I don’t care if I go along
with you, he faid he fhould be very glad of
my Company, but poor Man, he littlethought
i {hould deprive him of his Journey ; the next
Day accordingly we {et out, and had not gone -
above four Miles but I attack’d wy Fellow-
Traveller, and robb’d hin of two Shillings 3
i thought that but a very fimall martter of
Money for him to buy Poultry with, there-
fore I had a thought came into my Head to
fearch the Hampers, and accordingly T did,
where I found twelve Poundsy f{o I left hun
his Hampers to look on, but his Horfe 1 took,
and rid him about 40 Miles, and then turn’d
him loofe;: After that X went to Marlborough
in Wiltfbire, and ftay’d there about a Fort-
night, there I was taken and put into Marl-
borough Goal for a Silver pint Mug where
I remain’d about a Fortnight, but one Night
I took an Opportunity and made my Elcape,
and never had the Manners to take my leave
of my new Landlord, which gave me {ome
uneafinefs, but that foon went off.

From thence 1 went to fee an Aunt of
mine. at a Place call’d Douton, within feven
or eight Miles of Salishury, and there T re-
main’d till my Uncle and Aunt began to
have Words about me ; but the firft Oppor-
tunity T had, I took my Leave of my Uncle

and Aunt, and went afterwards to my own
Sifter
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Sifter, and theie livd with her about fix
Months, and I met with an old Play-
mate, where we renewd our former Ac-
quaintance, and began to play fome of our
old former Pranks ; for we thought, what
we took from our own Friends, was our
own, and no Robbery, we having 1n our
Opinion, as much right to it as them; fo
we very difhoneftly, and he like an unduti-
fui Son, began with his own Mother, and
tobb’d her to the Value of about fifty Shii-
lings, or three Pounds; and then we re-
turn’d to our old Courfe of Life, Gaming,
as we had done before; but. we was difap-
pointed of our Aim, for we was {oon ap-
prehended and taken, and brought Home to
his Mothet’s, where we were mightily pet-
fuaded to own the Robbery, but we as ufu-
al brazen’d it out ; but after all, they carri-
ed us before a Juftice of the Peace, and he
very honeflly committed us to Bridewell,
where not approving of our new Lodging,
we thought it not convenient for us to flay,
therefore we made our Way thro’ the Necel-
{ary-Houfe, without fo much as taking Leave
~ of our Landlord.

Afterwards I turn’d Jockey, and went to
Horfe-Courfing, and took as many Horfes
one Spring, out of the King’s New Foreft,
near Rumfay, in Hampfbire, as 1 fold for a-

bove threefcore Pounds, at thirty and forty
B Shillings
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Shillings a-piece ; they were none of your
large Horfes, but only little Forefters; and
indeed, I went fo often, that I was afham’d
to go any more, for fear that the People
fhould think much of my Coming, fo I
thought it beft to leave off in Time; but-
foon after I fltole a Horfe, and fet up a
new Trade, but do not think it proper to
name the Man, that I ftole the Horfe from,
becaufe the Owner of it is a-live,- and he
knows me. [ went to work, and the firft
Man I met with in that Way, was one Mr.
Whitebead, a Painter, and [ robb’d him of
eighteen Shillings and a Plate-button-Coat,
and coming bravely off of that, put more
Courage into mesj and 1 bought me a Pair
of Piftols with fome of the Money, for I
had but one before, and then I was flock’d
very well. And {o I:procecded on too,

The next Adventure, which was with an
old Man, that was going to Market, to buy
a Pig, but I {oon ftopp’d his Journey, and
robb’d him, and took what Money he had
away from him, and fent him Home about his
Bufinefs ; the Man i1s {ince dead, he lived at a
Place called White-Parifh, neat Salishury, his
Name was, “fobn Price, a Taylor. After-
wards I went on w'th my old, or rather
new Game, and with Abundance of Cou-
rage, haying pretty good Succefs, the next
hat 1 m’cgt: with was .a Butter-Woman, com-

1ng
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ing from Rumfay-Market, and 1 robb'd
her of twelve Shillings, and made her go
about her Bufinefs; fhe had not been gene
long, but came by a Servant-Maid, juft out
of Place, fo I made bold to rifle her of all
the Money fhe had. The Sum mounted to
three and fifty Shillings, and a Ring from
her, and after having ferved her fo, I thought
it Pity to let her carry a Box of Luggage,
and eafed her of that alfo; in the Box I
found two Suits of Cloaths, and Linnen,
and other Neceflaries, which ferved for tra-
velling Charges, fo I came away about my

Bufinefs.
From thence I went to ‘Winchefler, and

there T difpos’d of the Box of Cloaths, and
afterwards 1 went to the Cock Aleboufe, 1n
High-Strect, and after fometime Drinking, 1
tell into Difcourfe with a Laceman about
Travelling, till the Laceman told me he was
aoing to Amsbury Fair, in W iltfhire, 1 told
him I was going that Way too, fo at Night,

when we got to Amsbury, and put up our
Horfcs, at the Sign of the Chopping-Knife,
at one Mr. Hedges’s, from whence the Lace-
nan went out to take a Standing for to {ell
his Goods in; and the while he was gonc, }
went to the Landlord, and asked him for my
Partner’s Box of Lace, and he gave it to

me, and I went to the Hoftler, and got my
B 2 tHorle,
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Horfe, and away I went, and left the Land-

Jord and the Laceman to agree. o
The next I met with, a bonny Scoz, tra-
velling over the Plain, going towards the De-
vizes, and I faid, well over-taken Mr. Fobn-
fon, and he faid, How Mon, how donc you,
but he did not know me, but I knew him,
{o afked him if he had any good Handker-
chiefs, and {aid Yea, he put down his Pack,
and opened it, and fhowed me feveral Sorts
of Goods, among which I {aw a large Quan-
tity of Hair, which is a good Commodity ;
{o I faid to my Friend Fobnfon, that I did
not want to buy any Thing of him, for I
muft bave them for nothing 5 but he began to
make Words about that, and was going to be
obflropolons, till 1 {hew’d him the Piftols; and
then he begged very heartily not for to ufe
him 1ll, and take all that he had, upon which
[ took him about forty Yards from his Pack,
snd there tied him to the Poft of a Well,
and then went and fearched the Pack ali
over, and found therein nine Pounds odd
Money, and a great Parcel of Hair, as much
as I {old at Marlborough for eight Pounds,
I alfo took fix Dozen of Handkerchiefs, and
a Quantity of Muflin, all that was light
(larriage 5 and when T had taok as much as
{ thought proper, I went and rcleafed the
Scotebman from the Well, that he might take
toaye of his Pack again, and then T took my
Leave



(13 )

Leave of Mr. Fobnfon, and he paid his Re-
{pe@s in a very handfome Manner, but it
was more out of Fesr, than Love.

After I had parted from the Scotchman, 1
met with a jolly Shepherd, that had been at
a Place call’d Burfet- Fair in Wiltfbire, and
had fold a Quantity of Sheep for his Malfter,
but that was a Miftake of mine, to fay, that
he fold them for his Mafter, I fhould rathes
bave [aid, be bad [old them for me; for I
met him at a Place cil'd Humington, about
two Miles from the Fair, where he {old the
Sheep, and there I attack’d him, but he was
a good old Fellow, for before he would part
with his Money, he would have a Duel; I
was loth to kill him, becaufe he was a brave
Fellow, fo I fought him with my Hanger,
till the old Fellow yielded, and then I rifled
him all over, and took from him feventy odd
Pounds, which he had receiv’d for the Sheep,
upon which he faid, that if he had had his
Crook, he would not a Loft his Money
without he had been kill’d; but as I have not
my Weapon, fays he, I muft {fubmit, and fo
he went homewards about his Bufinefs. After
which I went away about mine alfo, to a
Place call’d Dortchefler, in Dorfetfhire, and
there I ftay’d till beft Part of my Money was
wafted, where I took up with a broken Bur-
cher to be my Companion, but I was dubi-

ous of him, for fear that his Heart fhould
fail
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fail him, but 1t did not, for he proved to be
g pood Fellow, and fo we agreed very well
together, for fome Time, till he began to
fink fome of the Monies out of our Stock;
but I found him out, and told him of it,
and he owned it, but faid he never would
do fo no more, and fo we agreed and went

on together. -
Then the Butcher and I went to a Place

cal’d Woocdbury-Hill-Fair, in Dorfetfbire, and
there we tarry’d till the Fair was over, and
then our Fair began. We attack’d a Man
that had been felling of Cheefes, but he had
but a {mall Matter of Money about him, for
he had paid it away, for we fee him receive
above fourfcore Pounds; but when we came
to fearch him, he had not above twelve
Pounds about him; on which we fell a Cur-
fing our hard Fortunz, and we gave him
four or five good Licks with our Whips, and
bid Lim never pay Money away when Gen-
tlemen waited to receive it , but the old Man
went homewards very heavy Hearted as it
was, we did not take above twelve Pound from
him, which was but a {mall Trifle to what
we expeled 5 and fo we left thehoneft Cheef-
man. '

- The next was an honclt Hop- Merchant, who
anfwer’d our Expeltation very well, but we
may thank his Wife for our Booty, for when
we beeun to fearch him, we did net find any

Meoeney
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Money about him, till we began to Curfe
and Swear, and {aid we would kill him, and
then the good Wife cry’d out, do not kill him,
and [ will tell you where the Money 1s; fo {1 -
ask’d her, and fhe faid, 1t was 1n his Boots,
upon which I took my Knife out of my Pocket
and cut hisBoots off ot hisLegs,and there found
in his Boots fifty Guineas, which I liked the
Looks of very well; {o I took and put
them in my Pocket, and we went {milingaway
about our DBufinefs; returning Thanks to the
sood Woman for our Booty.

From thence I and my Friend went away
together from Woodbary-Hill, to a Place call’d
Sherbourn, and there we ftaid and took our
Pleafure for fome Time, and we got each of
us a fine Lafs to divert us by the way, fo we
flaid and enjoy’d our felves as well as we
could for fome Time, when we had Informa-
tion of a Grafier going further down. into the
Country to buy fome lean Bealt to fatten;,
upon which we went after himn and robb’d him
of all the Money he had, which was fourfcore
and ten Pounds; with which we diverted our
felves, and came back again in hopes of more
Bufinefs, and went to a place call’d Ringwood
in Hamp(hire, and there my Friend happened
to fall fick, and lay for fome Time, till that
Money was almoft confumed 3 and then grow-
ing pretty well again, I took him down to the

Bath with me, where we ftaid about {ix Weeks(,i
.. an
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and then we fell to work again, and tobb’d
the Stage Coaches going from Batbh to London
and took them as they came back again from
London to the Bath, and continued that
Pradice till they were coblig'd to hire People
to guard the Coach to and fro, as it pafled from
Bath to London, and from London to the Bath :
We robb'd the Stage for fix Weeks together,
as it pafled to and fro every Time ; but once
we were like to receive Damage by a Gentle-
man in the Coach, foras we went up to de-
mand the Money, the Gentleman fired a Blun-
derbufs atus, but mifs’d us both; however,
we robb’d them afterwards, and well Horfe-
whipp’d the Gentleman for his Reward, and
then we came away about other Bufinefs of
the like Nature, _

The next Adventure was at a Place call'd
Hungej}fard, and there we {taid for two Months,
where’l made up a Match for my Friend to
be marry’d to a Widow Woman, one of his
own Trade : fo we liv’d very well there, till
{uch time we were blow’d by fomebody that
knew us, and was very near being taken, but
by good Condu& we got away fafe, and came
to Newberry, which was not a great waysfrom
the Place where we was put to the Rout;
thatdid not put any flop toour Proceedings, we
met with a Tallow-Chandler, not far from New-
berry, and we robbed him of what he had ; then

we concluded togo and {ee one of theWondets of
" the
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ihe Couritry, a Place called Stoneage, where
we ftaid about three or four Days, and then
 we concluded to make our way further from

our Enemies, and agreed to come to London,
which accordingly we did, and proceeded on
our Journey till we came to Reading, and there
we was like to be taken again by the Barh
Stage Coachman 3 but I and my Friend were
pretty well mounted, and by good Luck got
away, and rode that Night, and the next Day,
from Reading to Exeter 1n Devonfbire, and
there we were fafe ; fo we remained there a-
bout three Weeks; but being very unealy in
our Minds, for fear we fhould be taken, we
agreed to part by Confent, and accordingly
we did ; and he went back to Dorchefter again,
and I fet out for Salisbury to {ee my Friends,
and (taid there about a Week : After which I
fet out again for London once more, by a
round-about way, and in comingto London,
I met with four young Sparks who were
going for Oxford, but the merry Joke was,
that after I had attack’d and had fearch’d
them, Icould not find any Money about two
of them, but the other two I had rifled,and took
from them their Money and Watches, and was
riding away therewith; they called to me, and
told me that their Companions had Moncy
about them, fo I went to Work again, and at
laft I found Money upon one of them, planted

ander the Buttons of his Coat, and eas’d himé
C 0
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of ten Guineas I foundthere ; his Watch he had
convey’d into his Cod-piece, but happening to
find it there T made bold tokeep it: The other
had his Money planted in the Cape of his
Coat that goes round his Collar, and his
Watch he had convey’d to one of his Conipa-
nions, but being willing that they fhould be
{ferv’d all alike, he held the Watch in his
Hand, with the Chain hanging down, that
I might fee 1t, which I did, and took it from
bim, and then they could not laugh one at
another, for I am fure they had no Occafion,
becaufe they were ferv’d all alike. I have
laugh'd at the Fancy many Times, to think
of their telling of the  others having Money
about themj but I did not like them never
the worfe when I heard them {pcak of it, be-
caufe whenl found it, 1 did not grudge my
Time of looking for it, otherwife I fhould
have thought much of my Time, fo Itook my
Leave of themand came mvy ways for Londsn,
When I came to London, 1 liv’d very ho-
neft, and went to Work Journey-work at my
Trade, and Lode’d at one Mr. Rickets 2
Shoe-maker in Harp-Alley, Shoe-Lane, and
there Work’d for about "'Six Months, for Mr.
Holliday, Shoe-maker upon Ludpate-Hill; and
from thence I mwoved into Leather-Lane in
Helbourn, and there I Work’d almoft Twelve-
months ; till at laft T took up with a Harlot
of the Town; ¥ had not kept her Company
more
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more then fix Days, but the was Arrefted and
carried to the Marfbalfea, and the next Day
[ got her Bail'd out, and then they Arrefted
her in the Borough-Court, and 1 Bail'd her
again, and brought her home with me to one
Mr. Wood’s a Shoe-maker, in Three-Leg- Alley
near Fetter-Lane:, but all this while, this was
to make a2 Mouth of me, and to take me in
for fome ready Money, but I had none then,
but I had a Legacy of Ten Pounds a Year
in the Exchequer, and they were perfuading
me to fell it ; and at laft I went to the Ex-
change, and to the Jobbers for that purpofe,
but I could not agree with them for it, fo at
laft I fold it to one Mr. Littlefield, a Car-
peater, in St. Paul’s Church-Yard, and he
gave me Fourfcore Pounds for it3 and then
my Miftrefs was pleas’d, for there was a great
Score to the Landlord for Rent, and he
Swore and Damn’d that he would fend her
to the Marfhalfea again it he had not his
Money ; that was to make me the more fon-
der of the Froe, but I Paid them nothing at
that time, but I took her out a long with me
into Monmouth-fireet, and there I bought her
a fuit of blue Flower’d Sattin Cloaths, and
every thing clfe that was agreeable to warc
with them ; and then we came home again,
and the Houfe was like a Mad Houfe for
Money, there was G---d D---m your
Blood you B-«-h, muft you have fuch fine

C 2 Cloaths,
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~ Cloaths, and I muft go without my Money,
but you B—h I will fee you D—d firlt,
thcn the Old Bawd came to me and Sweeten’d
me up with abundance of fine Words ; and
faid my Dyer, your Alice is a fine Woman
now 'he is drefs’d; come let us have a quar-
tern of Brandy to Drink Mr. Dyer, and his
Spoufe’s good Healthy Mary, go and fill a-
nother quartern of Brandy, and call Mrs.
Dyer to her Spoufe; come Mr. Dyer {it down
and bring your Wife with you; 1s not Mr,
Dyer and his Spoufe a very llkely Couple
Moll you B——h, when will you have any
Bodv fall 1n Love with you, Dingyb---h;
Moll, pray call your Mafter, and tell him
that Mr. Dyer wants to drink a Glafs of
Brandy with him: So when the Landlord
comes, he fits bimfelf down and drinks a
Glafs of Brandy, and takes me by the Hand,
Mt. Dyer, Pray do not be angry with me fo;o
szzz)zuar Words with your Wife, for I cannot
belp 71’ it is wy Pajfion, and for want of Mo-
ney, that makes me Mad, 1 tell you what
Mr. Dyer, your Spoufe owes me almofl Nine
Pounds, if you will give me Five Guineas, T
will gtve you a Receipt for the whole . o
f thought for to fave thrcc or four Pounds
and paid him the five Guineas, and took a
Keceipt 1n full5 well, that was mlg,hty pleaﬂ .
mq tomy M‘ldqm WeH my Dear, Iam very
rlad that 1t 1s Paid, come my Dcar {aid fhe,
let
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let us take a walk and fee Mrs. Shelton, and
there we fhall fee my Sifter; fo away we
goes, and when we came to Mrs. Shelton’s,
the firft Comphiment was, Pray Mr, Dyer, and
Mrs, Dyer, how do you both do_ you was the
laft People that my Tom and I was talking
about, we was ralking about that {mall mat-
ter that your Spoufe owes us, Pray faid I
how much is it? but two and forty Shillings,
well I put my Hand in my Pocket and Paid
him, and took a Receipt. '
Some fhort Time after this Tranfaltion,
another Woman and the fell out, one of her
ftellow Trade, and one that knew her Secrets,
and then fhe told me that there was no Mo-
ney due to Mr. Wood, when 1 paid him the
five Guineas, nor there was none due to Mrs,
Shelton, but that {he wanted the Money in
her own Pocket, for fhe thought {he would
make Hay while the Sun fhone. Well this
pafled on for fome Time, and I took no far-
ther notice about it at all, but {foon after that
her Husband came from Sca, and came and
knock’d at the Door one Morning about four
o’Clock, and asked if one Mrs. Davis did not
live there, and Itold hin yes. I did not
know that fhe had a Husband before, for I
took 1t for one of her Culls, till the look’d
out of the Window, and then fhe {aid, my
Dear Fobnny it 1s my Husband, what fhall I
doy foI put my Cloaths on, and came down
onc
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one pair of Stairs and went to Bed to another
Harlot, and there lay till Madam and her
Husband came down Stairs; fo I went away
about my Bufinefs, and came home at twelve
a Clock, and my Brother was sone Aboard a
Ship, but he came home at Night and de-
privd me of my Bed-fellow; but the Cream
of the Jeft was, that my Madam tham’d Jealous
of the Woman that I went to Bed to, but
fhe was not Jealous of me, but of my Money.
But however, fomebody had let her Husband
know that I kept her Company, but he took
no notice of me, but he Curs’d and Swore
every time he {faw me; but in fhort, he Ar-
refted me, and put me into the Compter, and
I got Bail’d out again, and then I Arrefted
him for Meat, Drink, and Lodging for his
Wife, and I put him into the Compter, and
there he remain’d a great while, till at laft he
fcnt for me to come to him, which I did ; fo
we caie to an agreement, he gave me a Note
of Ten Pounds, and I let him out, and have
not {een him never fince, {o farcwel, Brother
Tar. Soon after that, I was Married to an
honeflt Woman, and then Y took a Coblers-
Stall 1n Leather-lane, and liv’d very well if
¥ could have been contented, but T was like a
great many more young Men, did not love
Work ; but prefently after that I had taken
this Stall, a2 young Man in the Neighbour-
hood that was a Iittle low in the World, and

wanted
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wanted Money, but did not know how to
get any, open'd his mind to me one Night
4s we was a walking in the Fields; and {aid
he muft go upon the Highway, or elfe he
mufl go to Prifon; foI asked him if ever he
did any {uch thing ? he {aid no; and I asked
him if he had any Piftols, he {aid no, but
he would Pledge his Watch and buy a Pair,
and accordingly he did; and he and I went
out one Night together, and at the old Spaw
we {lop’d a Man and Rob’d him of his Watch
and two Rings and what Money he had,
which was not much, 1t was about 7 or 8 =
in Silyer; and from thence we went farther
into the Fields, and by Sadlers-Wells we
rob’d anotiter Gentleman of his Watch and
one Cypher Ring with a Heart in 1t;, anda
pair of Silver Buckles, his Hat and Wig,
and then we ty’d his Hands and Legs and
came away and left hun. My Companion
thought that was a good and quick way to
cet Money, therefore he liked 1t fo well,
that he kept to ity fo the next time that we
went out, we had better Succefs than we had
before, for we {top’d a Gentleman’s Chariot
up by Pancras-wafh, and robb’d the Gentle-
man and his Lady, to the Value of 30/. in
Goods and Money, and fo we came home.

Soon after which my Friend and I met one
Mr. Lewen, the late City Marfhal, and robb’d
liim to the Sum of near eight Pounds, in Horn-

Jey=
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fe -Lane, going towards Muz:zle-Hill, and gof
1afe away. The fame Night we robbd twa
more Men near Pancras Church, of about
four or five Pounds,;and being Weary we came
home that Night. The next Engagement was
in the Strand, where we ftopp’d a Hackney
Coach, and rifled the Men all over, but to a
very little Purpofe.. Andfrom thence we went
to Covent-Garden, and there we pick’d up a
Molley, and carry’d him to one Corner of the
Rails, and we took from him a filver Watch,
and about - fifreen Shillings in Money, but
the Molleying-Bitch had a Goofe with him,
which we made bold to take with us, and we
had it roafted the next Day for Dmner and
made our {elves very Merry over It. The next
was a werry Frolick which happen’d in Lin-
colw’s-Inn-Fields : Tand my Confort one Night
{fet upon a Man in Lincolw’s-Inn-Fields, and
robb’d him, and he went about his Bufinefs as
we thought; but we flaid there for {ome
Time after we robb’d him, until we were
{furrounded with fifteen or {ixteen Watchmen ;
they came in all four Ways upon us, that we
did not know very well what to do, but being
both ot aMind, tobe kill'd before we would
be tuken, fo the Watchmen at laft gather’d
them{elves near together, and were coming to
look for us we did {fuppofe, but we did not
oive them the Trouble, for we went and met
them, and came as nigh them as we thought

we
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inight w1thout danger of hurting them and
then we ﬁred three P}ﬁols at them, and In.a
quarter of an Hour afterwards. if you would_
have given a Hundred Pound for a Watchman
you could not fee one in the Fields, for hap-
py was he that could run fafteft,

I hope I fhall not be thought redios in gi-
ving this true and_ plain Account how I fell
from the Paths of Virtue, and a fober Religious
Life in which my Dear Parents took great care
to have render d me an honeft Man ; I do not

boaﬁ of my Sms nor beheve thete 18 any

trary to the Laws of God and Man : | hum-
bly take {hame to my felf, and do affirm that
the foregoing Narrative is in every part ttue;

I only rehearfe it to warn young Men efpecl-
ally to take niotice by what degrees I fell into
thefe Crimes, fo that they may by the Pru-
dent ufe of God’s Grace, be preferved from
Iniquities : I have thewn how Mafters may
be wronged by their Servants, who follow
fuch Vices as I own I have done as well as.
to caution againft the fad confequences of
converfing with lewd Women, and as what I
have already faid was Pnnupally done in the
Country, I fhall now proceed plainly and
briefly as I can, to thew what Company and
more permcmus Adventures I have more late-
ly been engag’d in, which has brought me to
many dangerous Mlsfortunes and_ render’d
me liable to be Profecuted, even by my vile
D Companions
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Companions, whom often draw’d me 1nto
this Snare,: but as a Land-mark, {erves to
Wwain the careful Marriner of Danger {o]
propofe in' the remaining Part of this Narra-
tive, impartially to Difcover fuch bold daring
Dangers and vile Attempts, as may fecure ho-
neft Men from Danger for the future; which
may in fomemeans convince the World cf my
fincere Repentance: 1 fhall only beg leave to
trouble my Reader, with two or three petty
Accounts of my Adions, that I ' may thereby
render the molt weighty Matters contained in
the: followmg. Pages clear, and of Ufe to
thofe who are {fo kind to read them. - '

- Seme little Time after our Lfmpe in Lin-
coln s-Inn Fields before mention’d ;- I and my
Fellowmen robb'd a Gentlcman and 1 Woman
at Hyde-Park corner in a Hackney Coach, of
a filver Watch, Snuft Box, and about four or
five Pounds in Morcey, and'a fmall Cypher
Ring, the Value of 1t was not very much,
but they was very defiring not to part with
it, which made us the more eager to keep it;
but we told the People rhat if it was not «
Diamond one, - they (honld have it again, y('
they would Jet us ]mmv their Names, and wher
to direit for them, they [bould bave it again;
(upon Honour) and dccordingly we {ent it
to them to the Devil-Tavern at Charing-Crofs,
in a Penny-Poft Letter, for it was no Service
Y0 us. |

S0mCe



. (27) L
Some {mall time after, we met a Clerg yman
near the fame Place, where we Robbed him
of all his Money, Watch,: Hat -and Wig,
and {o came Home for that Night,
The next Prank we play’d was at Hollow-
way, going to Highgate, and there we Robbed
the Barnet Stage.Coachy there was but two
Paflengers in the Coach, and we Rifled them
both, but they had but a finall quantity of
Money about them, not above thirty-Shillings
between them; we ftay’d there about all
Nicht till Morning, and met with the Hog-
Butchers going to Finchley to buy Hogs, but
I believe 1t prevented their Journey, for they
were oblig’d to go back again to fetch more
Money before they could proceed on their
Journey ;- for we took from them between
forty and fifty Pounds, and came away about
our Bufinefsy dut I fear they were oblig’d to
Jell Bacon wery dear to fetch up their Money
we Look from them. “
The next was an honeflt Baker (if a Baker
can be fo) that we met coming from Hapmp-
flead, but he was very much in Liquor, and
which oblig’d us to tye his Hands and Feet
before we could do any thing with him, and
then we rifled him of twenty-five Pounds, a
Silver Watch and two plain Rings, and left

him in the Fields. |
We next met with a Hackney-Coach coming

from Hampflead, with two Tarlors anda Wo-
D 2 MR
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man in it, we pulld the Taylors out of the
Coach to Search them, and then we handed
their Lady out and rifled her alfo, but fhe
was worth both the Taylors, for the had a very
handfome Gold Chain about her Neck, and
two good Rings on her Fingers, and a Spanker
in her Pocket. and Seven or Eight Shillings
in Stlver, but the two poor Izylors not above
four Shillings between them ; fo we bid the
Coachman drive on, and I gave him half a
Crown and bid bim fay nothing, but when
they came to Tottenbam-Court Turn-Pyke,
the Coacliman begun to cry out, Thicves and
Roguss on the Road but he little thought
that we was {o nigh them, for we heard every
Word they faid, and fo they went on about
their Bufinefs, but the Coachman had better
to have held his Tongue, and then he might
have got home Safte, but be fared well, and
c9’d Roaft-mear 3 upon which as foon as he
nad pafs’d the Turn-Pyke we flop’d him and
took the half Crown from him, that we had
before given him, and twelve Shillings to
boot, and made him go about his Bufinefs,
which we {aid would teach the Fool more Wit
gnother Lime, ' ' '

In an other Adventure, I and my Compa-
nion undertook to rob the Salishury Waggon,
at Knightsoridge oy there prov’d to be but one
Pafienger 1a 1t, who was a Country Fellow,
and woing into the Countryy he had but a

' ~ {mall



—

(29 )

fmall Store of Money about him, and was
very loth to part with it, but we frighted
him into a Coinpliance, and left him Penny-
lefs, all he had was twelve Shlllmgs and
S1x-pence. ‘We had tiot Time, nor proper
Opportunity, to take out any Boxes it be-
ing {o near the Town, and People paﬂing
hard-by, who probably faw what we were
Doing but they, and the Waggoners, find-
ing our being armed with fevera] Plﬂols

made free Way for our Efcapes.

The fame Day we took a Tour to Black-
beath, in Kent, where we met with a Gen-
tleman on HOIfeback well mounted ; my
Partner fudqenly took hold of his Horfe
whllﬂ: I furprized the Gentleman, laying hold

of him, prefented my Piftol to his Breaft,
cock’d and prim’d, {wearing, [The Lord in
Mercy pardon me,) that I would [hoot bim im-
medzdte[)’, if be did not inflantly, without any
Delay, or making any Noife, deliver what be
bad; and we took from him fourteen Shil-
hngs In Money.‘ and a handfome filver
Watch, cutting his Stirrups, and Horfe’s
Bridle, we left him unmounted, not imagi-
ning he tould, or would attempt to follow
after us ; but unexPe&edly, the enraged Gen-
tleman mended the broken Bridle, that he
mounted again, and purfud s with more
Raftmefs than with Prudence, for his own
Safery ; for he purfu’d us with fo great H:;]ﬂ
that
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that he forced us to attack him, in our own
Defence, whilt we ran over the Common ;
whereas, had he fliely followed us, as hc
might have done, we having not the leaft
Apprehenfion of his being mounted, he mighe
have eafily apprehended us, when he had
found us in a conveniently Place where he
might have had Afliftance ; but he as 1 {ard
before, attack’d us by hunfelf that we were
forced” to unhorfe him again, to give him
Blows for his Blows, and then, to bind him
to {trick Obedience of our Pleafure. viz. To
lie quiet until we were out of Sight and to
{peak the Truth, we left hun fecure until
fome mlght come to relieve him 3 and for his
Horfe, we quite demolifhed his Furniture,
and turned him loofe, and by this Means got
free from one of the moﬁ refractory Chaps I-
ever met with; in a Word, he aked as
Perfon drunk or ' mad.

We tock our Way by Pe(;kbﬂm to Lfmzn-
beth, and {o ovey the [errv, and fo Home,
to {pend the fad Fruits of our qbommab]c
iabour; and fhortly after, as our Wants
lze"fuired we took a Journey to Epping-Fo-
ve/f, where looking for our Prey we met
with a Gentleman 'md his Lady in a Chaife
we clvilly accoft them, 1 our Way, dx.frmg .
hu1 To [upply our W ant of Money, which

hopwl they could’ convenicently fpare;

%‘*?”(7] H]‘“V 1)€1L0 ‘l‘H' wwnn 4 1‘0 dQ, \Vid took
the
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the Boldnefs to oblige them to alight, and
thewing our Piftols, the Fear of Death com-
pelled them to fubmit to be fearch’d, and
we found five Guineas and fome Silver, and
a filver Watch from the Gentleman, and a
Ring and filver Snuff-Box from the Lady,
who we ufed with great Tenderne{s, obfer-
ving that fhe was in a great Fright, info-
much, that they freely forgave us, and
would never profecute us, if it fhould be in
their Power, and fo -we parted with great
Curtefy. This  Booty ferved us a little
while, but we quickly turned our again, chu-
fing to change our Horfes, Apparel, Wigs,
and every Thing that was remarkable about
us. S
The next Attempt we made, was on Haz-
fieid Common, were we met a Tallow-Chand-
Jer coming from Ware, who was well moun-
ted, and fomewhat obflinate; however, we
" took from bim eleven Guineas, and about
{fcven or eight Shillings in Silver; we left
him unhors’d, and made the beft and f{ureft
Wav we could back to Town. Immediately
after we tet a Gentleman very drunk, on
Tower-Hill, of whom we took five Pounds in
Silver, his Hat and Wig, after he had been
very ruftical and fought with us, We were
forced to prevent his Clamour and Noife,
for he began to cry out aloud for Help ; but
we left him on the Ground, and took pru-
- dently
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dently t6 out Heels. The faine Morning We
itade oit Way Howme by Doifors:Commons,
where we defird a Gentleman to [peak with
us, ald telling him our Bufinéfs, ®as Banting
Money, e bepged thdt he would fparé what
he ‘had abut hiin § the Gentleinan was great-
Iy furpriz’d feéing our Commiffisn, a Piflol,
begled of u$ #ot to kill bim, 1 {aid, no Sir,
We will not buit yorr Body, it’s your Money
e want, and that we muft, and will have
we wete forced to rifle him, and took about
thirty five Shillings, he did (flage much)
that i$ our Canz Word f(n‘j ctying out 5, {o we
left him, and found nho Manner of Annoy-
ance from the Watchmen, or otherwife. ’
~ Coming to Fleet-Ditch, in Harp Alley, we
mét with a Perfon, who for {fome Reafons |
believe was a Gracer, he was furprized and
ftopt by us, we took from him fourteen Shil-
lings, a Watch, and a Cang, which he was
pretty ealy to patt withal, after we had put
hii into a trembling Fit. A fcw Days after
We and ¢tir. Doxies having confumed the Pro-
du@ of our 11l gdttefl Pelf, we turned into
Giay’s-In-Lane, i our common Road, like
B'i'ra)’; of Prey, and there we met with one of
the Difturbers of Human Societ ’ZT meafl a
Peity Fogping Lawyer (as he )cal,id himf¢lf)
) - attacking him, told us his ,Efn‘%-

5 1
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who upon our at J W
pj‘qy; ahd would -arg:u"e with us, with-the Con-
fidétation of the greit Danger wetheyld bring
| upen
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pon ourielves, by provoking a Perfon of his
Knowledge ; how to find us out he knew ma-
ny Thieves and Highwaymen ; fome had been
his Clients, and as for the Thief-Takers he
knew all, in or about Londsn and 7 eftminflers
We had dragg’d him, partly by Force, ‘and
gentle Perfuafions, toa convenient dark filent
Place under the Walls, and found him f{o Di-
verting, that I defired my Partners o let him
go; but one of them had felt his Pocket, and
faid there was Swag in it, and oblized me to
confent that he mighr rifle his Pocker, where
they found Thirty odd Shillings, and one of
them took his Sword, gilt Handle, of little
Value ; the poor Gentleman was obliged to
{fubmit, and has fince made a moft {ad Com-
plaint, to fome of my Acquaintance, who
aflures me, that he pretended in Gray’s-Inn,
to have loft a great Sum of his Clients Money.
We left him in a quiet Temper, and much I
fear fome Thieves as well as honeft Men,
nave dearly paid for this Robbery, which was
done véry lately in the laft lons Vacation.
- Another vety late Crime I committed with
my Companion, was on a Victualler, who ha-
ving; been Merry withhis Friends abroad, was
reeling over Bloomsbz.;y'-Mﬂ;?ket, betwixt One
and ¥ wo in the Morning; we attack’d lvim,
and he p.leafantly asked, Hf but we meant',
what we wanted; our Reply was fhill the
o T were Men of Fortune, and  Moncy
I _ Was
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was our Game. We had no Time, the Place would
not admit of a long Difpute, we flung him down,
{topp’d his Mouth, (not to hurt him) then
took from a filver Watch, Seventeen Shillings
in Money, two plam Rings, and his Buckles
out of his Shoes, and fo wifh’d bim better For-
tune for the Future.

Afterwards in Tottenbam Court Road, we
met witha Man coming to Town, we feized
bin by Surprize and took frcm him Forty-
four Shillings, and the Man was as Joyful to
be rid of our Company, as we were to be
free from him: T prevented his being ftripp’d
of his Cloaths, for I ever abhorr’d to leave
any Perfon naked, or to offer any Violence
to modeft Wemen, but have often refirained
the rude and cruel Behaviour of my unhap-
py Acquamntance, when {fuch Attempts have
been defigned. |

Another late Exploit was returning to Chel-
fea Road, where we met with two Gardiners,
coming Drunk from Market, they prov’d
very Troublefome a-while, but we were too -
Strong for them, and our ufual Arms a-
frighted themn to a Compliance, fo we took
12 s.from them, and they having warm great
Coats, and ray Companions wanting them,
took the Freedom to take them, and tied them
Back to Back, difabling them from purfuing
us. In the long Field we robb’d Mr. Hosmes,
commonly call’d Lord Homes, a Clerk at Chel-

fea,
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f¢a, he had a Guinea and a Steel Seal, which

was al] he had about him, buat the Patrole
coming that way, which we were aware off,
we made our Efcape with great Precipitation,
Other Crimes we committed, and laid wait to
do, to the Prejudice of great Men, and par-
ticular private Fanilies, which may not 1n the
Reading be unacceotable to the Reader.

I not long ago meer with a Perfon of
{fome diftin@ion well known in this Town of
the fordid vile Company of Sodamites [1 was
clean dreft and look’d frefh|in Lincolw’s-Inn
Fields, he pretended after feveral times turn-
- 1ng and looking hard at me (0 know me, and
defired me as | went along to go and drink a
Glafs of Wine with him at a Tavern, which
I confented to do, and he going to the Draw-
er defired a good Room up Stairs, who car-
ried us into a Room next the Street, which
happen'd luckily to my purpole; for this
Gentleman (who s mn Years) was very amo-
rous upon me, and would by all means treat
me with a Fowl or any thing I couid ¥ar,
which was order’d accordingly, and whilit it
was getting ready, he took a Diamond Ring
from his Finger, faying i1t was a rich Stone
I begg’d the Favour to fee if my Finger wus
not bigger then his, which he granted, and
prefently after ] had it on, 1 bunrr neatr the
Window ard iceing a Coach aomg be. 1 cilfd
ot ftop Cc sch, pretendmg [ had a Friend in

L J dlC
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the Loacll that I wanted to Speak with; I.ran
down Stairs, and fo went off with the Ring.
I thortly after met the fame Gentleman under
the great Arch in Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, who in
a Surpize told me he wondered that I carried
away ‘his Ring, 1 gave him a furley Anfwer,
and fo he went quietly away.

A W hipmaker’s Houfe in Holbourn, we
broke open, and took 3 quantity of Whips
trom him one Saturday Night, and we came
away {afe.

The next was a Shoemaker’s Shop in Wild-
Court near Drury-Lane, and there 1 and my
Compamons took away all the Shoes the Man
had in his Shop, and likewife came off fate
that nght.

I 2m my Companion had a mind for a hol-
low Bit, fo we open’d a Poulterer's Shop in
Clare-Market, { with a falfe Key) and took a
dozen of Cl'nckens and two Turkeys for our
Selves and Domes, juft for our own Spend-
Ing ; fot foon after one of our Doxies lay-in,
and with the help of thofe Chickens and two
Lurkeys, we made a grand Chriftening, were
we had fomne of our own Fraternity and Dox-

y but my Compamon and I never had the
O‘ood Manners to Invite the Poulterer and his
Wife.

Not long fince we met a Man 1n Kzréy-
ftrest near Hatton-Garden, and we knock’d
um down, and Robb’d him of. his Hat and
| Whng
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Whig, and that was all, for we were difturb-
ed from doing any more, for the Watch came
and Surrounded us, that we was oblig’d to
Fire before we could get away, but by good
Luck we got off Safe.

Then we broke open a Limnen Draper's
Shop at the Sign of the Maiden-Head in
Piccadilly, there we took a great Quantity of
Linnen, as much as two of us could well
bring away, and came oft with 1t, without
being Difcover’d. o

N. B. The two laft Robberies I was Capi-
“tally Convicted for at the laft Seflions, at the
Old-Bailey, and am to Suffer "T'o-morrow; at
Tyburn for them. |

FINIS.




"POSTSCRIPT.

Good People,

X Defire of all young Men to take Warning by ny

Ignominions Deathy and to forfake Ewil Com-
pany ; efpecially Lewd Women, who bas been the
Chiet Caule of my wnbappy Fate. I hope, and
wake it my earneft Requeft, no Body will be (o I/}
Chriftians, as to veflelt on my Aged Parents, who
took an early Care to Inftruct me, and Brought e
wpy a Memover, though a very unworthy Oune, of
the Church of England: I bope my Misfortunes
will. be a Warning to all Jouth, efpecially (ome
whoin I wify welly I will not Name thens ; but
fopey if they fee this, they will take it to then~
fetves. I die in Charity with all Men, forgiving,
boping to be forgiven my [elfy thro® the Merits of
ny Blefled Soviour Fefuus Chrifi.

Jouwn Dyre.



