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- 1 N D Reader, beﬁre yazz em‘er mta tbe mfumg
Hiflory, I entreat you to obferw two Things
Firf, That I have confi’d myfelf within the, fﬂ eﬁ
Limits of Truth. having weither. omitted oy larged
any Czrmmﬂame Secondly, That I wrote it fince 71y
receivving Sentence of Death, all uot having taken he
a Week, and that the Sbormeﬁ of ‘the Time wou’ d not
allow me 2o do it in a more methodical Mauner, but
juft as I conld recal Circumflances ‘to my Memory ;
whereas bad Ibad more Time, I fboould have adoyn’d
it with a proper ConneXion of Matter, and a more
compleat Stile, [uitable to the refind T afle of Men of
Letters 3 who uﬁlef.} ¢ Difcourfe be garmﬂa d and [et
off by the Helps of Art, do not careto perufe it 5 but

as the Defign bereof was not to tickle t/ﬂﬁ‘"Edt‘s, Bt
20 redch tlJe Hearts of thofe who read it, aind fo wars
| Mm/wzd to fbun by my Misforturies, tbe Snares that
Jay in wait to entapgle them. 1 hope every one who
Reads it. will charitably and candidly, éxcufe any.
Faults or Imperfelians that will arife to bis View,
\ qud attribute tbem 0 the Trouyble I qm under at the
‘Time of Writing it'; ang. I intreat, ' that every one
will Arm bzmjg Iif with Lenity for tbe‘qults, c:md Pi~
by Jor the Misfortanes of -the Autbor, -

Who- is your ' i
- Well Wi ifber,
Jo‘s EPpH Powis.
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‘ THE LIFE OF
YOSEPH POWIS, &c,

& ‘:"{f'ﬁ Was born in the Parifh of St M-
=g tirs in the Fields, on the 3oth of
{%ﬁl :‘%‘% Augufi, 'in the Year i71o; whag
%:’\’\F)@‘: %”'Jd paffed in my Infancy I do not
Aogelnk remember, except that T u.’d to
| play Truant moft enormoufly, till' I
was old enough to confider 1ny Lofs, When ¥ was
about eight Years of Age, the famous Mr. Liw,
who made 10 much Noife in France during the
Time of the Miffippi Company, the Parent of
our South-Sea Scheme, erected {everal Manufige..:
. o
tures, particularly one for Switl’s Work at [f v
fleur in Normandy. My Father who was efteemed
as skilful a Workman as any at that Time, was.
pitch’d upon by Mr. Law to manage that as an
Overfeer, and to teach the Freuchmen the Smuth’s
drade ; He had under him thirty Engliflimen, who
B weng
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2 The LIIE of

went over to make up work after the Englifb Fa-
fhion, and as many Zrenchmen and Boys to be
taught, and had on that account a Salary of 4000
Livres per Annum ; he took me with him, and left
my Mother and a younger Brother here ; T have
little to fay concerning the Place, for 1 being but
a Child, I was not capable of taking Notice of any
thing, but paffed my Time amongft Companions
about the fame Size of Underftanding with my
felf ; only 1T remember that not only Perfons of
Maturity, but even the Children, were never bet-
ter pleas’d than when they were doing me {fome
kind Office, and were more efpecially afliduous
in teaching me their Language, by which means
I was {oon capable of converfing with them; and
being then thought a pretty Boy, for I wore my
~own Flaxen Hair, every Houle was open for Pe-
tit Powis, as_they us’d to call me, and happy was
they that could have me longeft. During the firft
~four or five Months, my Father was troubled with
&n Ague and Fcver, which affli¢ted me as much
as one of my Senfe was capable of ; but the firft
Stroke which made any thing of an Impreffion up-
on me was the Death of my Mother, which hap-
pened when we had been there about half a Year ;
my Father received a Letter, and on reading which
he burft into 'Tears, 1 asked him, What was the
Matter ? he looking ftedfaftly at me, replied, your
Mother is dead, the Words as he fpoke them went
thro’ my very Soul, and I cry’d very heartily ; but
however, T fg'on forgot it, my Father as {oonas had
put his Bufinefs in Order, left me to the Care of an
Ei:fliﬂmmn and his Wife who kept a- Houfe there,

and went over to fee after my Mother’s Burial
' an



Josern Powrs, e 3

and it was a Month before he returned ; during
whichtime, I was very 11l us’d by thole pretend-
ed Friends with whom he left me, and 1 have
often refleéted fince if he had died what a miie-
rable Condition T had been in ; however, in about a
Month he returned and brought my Brother with
him, a Child of about three ¥ears of Age ; but
while he was come to Ewugland fome Perfdns had
been endeavouring to fupplant him, and in par-
ticularly one Folm Watfon, a Man whom he had
always us’d as his Bofom Friend, but whom when
he found his Treachery, he never after wou’d admit
him into his Company ; however, we continued
here near half a Year longer, during which Time
my Father had Occafion to go farther up into the
Country, and having made what Ob{ervations he
thought proper, he found that Mr. Law carried
things too high to continue long, wherefore hav-
ing ftay’d till the Year he contradted for was ex~
pired, he told them that he found Matters wou'd
not anfwer much Jonger, whercfore he wou’d not
ftay with them but come for [Digland; they faid
he was miftaken, and wou’d fain persuaded him
to have ftay’d, but hwe perfited in his Refolution,
and accordingly we came on Horfe-back to Hrure
de Grace, a famous fortified Town by the Sca
Side, where we rook fhipping and arrived at Port/~
moyth, without any thing remarkable, and came
from thence by the Stage-Coach to London, where
my Father took Lodgings near St. Fames’s ; here
we continued a Year, at the End of which Time
my Father married again, and took a Shop in
Chancery-Lane, where he carried on his 'Trade,

and put me to a Grammar School ; 1 now began
B2 to



4 . The LIFE of

to be fenfible of the Value of Learning, and to
apply myfelf ferioufly and heartily to it ; but alas!
as 2 jult Punifhment for my formcr Negle¢t of it,
now that T began to take Delight in Learning, 1
was {natch’d from it, for my Father’s Circum-
{ft:hices not enabling him to bring me upto a learn-
ed Proteffion, he refolved to make me a Swith,
which was his own Bufinefs and (Heuis me mife-
rum_) from hence may 1 Date all my Misfortunes,
for I never having any great Inclination for La-
bour, and my Mind running upon {fomething gen-
teel, for wantof Abil'ty to acquire the Realities,
ftill catch’d at Shadows, and like a be-nighted
Traveller who follows an ignis Fatuus, have run
into a Quagmire, from whence I fear I fhall ne-
ver gect out again.  Bur to proceed, I continued
enduring Life (for from the Uneafinefs of my Mind
1 cou’d never be {aid to enjov any Comfort in the
St:tion J was in) about four Years, during which
I'ime, if ever my Father lent me of any Errand, as
fure as I met with any Bookfeller’s Shop, or Stall
in the Way, {o furcly T was loft for {ome Hours,
but nothing elle ever detain’d me, and if I efcap-
ed them, I was well enough. T was about four-
teen Years old when I firft began to learn my
"T'rade or future Dependance, as it was called, and
had I made it {o, it had been better ‘or me. And
at aboug Lighreen, two young Fellows of my Ac-
quaint.nce ask’d n e one L.ay if Thad a Mind for
a Rumble, 1 diretly repl.°d, with all my Heart,
never contulting how we were to be fed, nor whe-
ther we were to have Elijal’s Carerers, the Ra-
vens to bring us Provifions; but away we went like

three Afles, with each a Load at his Back ; anﬁ
a
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all put together, Beaft and Burthens were {carcely
worth three Pence; and thus we trudg’d along,
thro’ feveral Towns and Villages, {ometimes one
Way, and {fometimes another, not one of us rightly
knowing whither we were going, till we growing
Hungry, and not finding any miraculous Support,
and not underftanding the Begging Trade, began
to think of Home, and at Jaft all concluded to
return, which we did after a Weck’s Rambling ;
and this was my firft Step towards the Life of a
Gentleman. My Father and I being reconciled, 1
ftay’d at home about a Year or near it ; but hav-
ing once got the knack of Gadding, Home became
intollerable, {0 T made another Sally ; and then
having a Mind to do {fomething extraordinary, and
in Order thereto, I got a few Lines in the Tra-
gedy of Fulius Cefar by Liecart, and having clean-
ed myfelf, away I went to Mr. Ric/, Mafter of
the New Play-Houfe and offered my{elf o him, bue
being of a {mall Stature, not at that timc exceceding
five Feet, I did not gain Admittance amongft the
Heroes, and Demy Gods as T expected, but was
forced to return Home, and upon fubmitting my-
felf to my Father was again received, yet ftay’d
but a fhort time before I lcft him again ; but hav-
ing only my working Drefs on, for he would not

let me have my Cloaths. |
[ took my Opportunity when all the Family
were gone to fec a Relation a little Way out of
Town on a Sunday, to convey mylclf into the
Houfe, and having broke open my Father’s Clofet,
there T found all my things, which I took a-
long with mc; but the next Morning my Father
finding who had been there, came in fearch after
.. me,
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me, and finding me, charg’d a Conftable with me,
and carried me before Sir Thomas Fones, a Juftice §
of Peace living in Bofwell-Coyrt, who threatned }
to fend me to Bridewell ; but however, upon my P
promifing to go Home and never do the likeagain, |
my Father let me go home before him to make §
my Peace with my Mother-in-Law, inftead where- §
of I went to an Acquaintance, and told him of }
the Indignity which I imagin’d was put upon me, §
and ask’d his Advice what1 fhould do, hefaid, bis §
Adwvice to me was by any means to go bome and flay |
with my Father. _

B u 1 it being near the Time of Bartholomew- |
Fair, 1 went to one Mr. Miller who had a Bootb at ]
the Queen’s-Arms by the Sheep-pens, and to him |
I engaged my{elf for one of the Guards to Queen |
Dido during the Fair; when the Fair was ended |
went with one D —on into Surrey to a little Mar-
ket Town called Darking ; we being about ten
Men and Women, by the Way as we went he
made us mountainous Promifes of Gain, which
wou’d accrue to us by his being intimate with
moft of the Head People of the Town ; and when
we came there we found that they knew him in-
deed, and that he had been there before, but
had behaved himfelf in fuch a {candalous Man-
ner, that none of them wou’d come near us,
nor encourage us: So that being almeft ftarv’d, we
from thence went next to Horfhane in Suffex, where
we far'd ftill worfe, for I was put {o muchto
my Shifts, that Lodging in a lirtle Tenement be-
longing to an Inn, but a-part from the Honfe, I
got into the Kitchen Window fundry times, and

rook away Victuals and Flower to make a Puddingd,
an

4 y
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and wanting a Pair of Shoes, 1 one Night took a-
way a new Pair belonging to the Malfter of the
Houfe, which the next Day I put on and very im-
pudently wore thro’ the Town; the Man who
own’d the Shoes hearing that one of the Plavers
had got a new Pair (which was a great Wonder)
he came the next Morning to my Room and knew
the Shoes; but however, knowing the Condition
we were in, he contented himiclf with threat-
ning me feverely if ever I came there again, and
{o let me go about my Bufinels, with a great Pair
of old Shoes on, into either whereof I could
have thruft both my Feet with eafe ; however, I
went along with a heavy Heart, and being Clay
Ground and having rain’d lately, T was often ftuck
faft; at laft my Foot fticking and I pulling, pull’d
the Sole from the Upper-Leather of one of my
great Shoes, at the fame time it began to rain very
furioufly, 1 was now ina worfe Condition than ever,
but making all the Hafte my unarmed Foot wou’d
let me, at laft I {py’da Barn clofe by the Road,
and it being about Noon, the Men were all gone
to Dinner, which however I knew not, but I
- wentin and covered myf{elf all overin the Peafe,
which lay therein for threfhing (I have forgot to tell
you that I had made away with all my Cloths dur-
ing the time of my being a Gentleman) before I
had been there a Quarter of an Hour in comes
the Men and falls to threfhing moft furioufly, and
ever and anon, I cou’d hear them ruftling, and
fetching down more very near my Head, which
oblig’d me to creep into the Peafe for Shel-
ter ; however, Night coming on they went a-

way and left me to confider by myfelf what I
- had
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had beft todo ; [ refolved after alittle Confideration
to go back again, and crawling out to put my
Defign in force, I found a curious Fowling- Piece
thruft in amongit the Peafe, which I not having
any prefent Ule for lefr it behind me, and made
the beft of my Way for Horfbam ; when I came
there it was {fo late that almoft every Body was
sone to Bed, fo that T was not {een by any one ;
! went to the Inn directly and mounted up into
‘the Hay-Loft, where 1 lay ftill till T {faw a proper
Time, and then went in at the Window as for-
merly, and inftead of going to the Pantry as T us’d
to do, I got the Door of the publick Room open,
where 1 found a Pair of Boots and Stockings which
I put on, and then forc’d open a Cupboard in the
Bar, from whence I took a Bottle of Rum, a Piece
- of Loat Sugar, three Lemons and one Shilling in
Half-pence ; having got what T thought fitting
therc, I went to the Pantry and refrefh’d myfelf
very comfortably with a Piece of cold Pye there,
and took a Loaf along with my other Plunder, and
hid italtogether inthe Hay-Loft, and then laid my-
felf down to reft for 1 was very weary ; therc I
continued all that Day until they were gone to
Bed at Night, and then went to my ufual En-
trance, but nothing was there to be carried away
but a Handkerchief and a Belt, and filling my
Belly went away again to rooft in the Hay-L.oft,
as naturally as if I had been bred there ; the
People of the Houfe finding their Provifions wafte
in the Nighe, almoft as faft as they did in the Day,
had a Mind to know what hungry Spirit it was
that hautited their Houfe; in order thereto the
Mafter of the Houfe and our Heroe Dutton get-
ting

N e S R kR gyl
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ting each of them a furious lons Gun charg’d, lay
in wait for the Spirit who they {ufpected to be their
Hoftler, and whom they had turned away upon
that Account ; but that Night having a mind to
fome Beer in the Town, and to hear what Dif-
courfe pafs’d concerning my Exploits, I went to a
Houfe with Hay-bands round my Boots, Wailt
and Hat, which was flouch’d, and thus thinking
not to be known, but I was miftaken, for they
knew my Face and Voice, and before I had been
out a Quarter of an Hour it was known all over
the Town, that the little Player was feen there;
the People of the Houfe wereno longer at a Lofs
to know who had plunder’d them, and inftead of
waiting for me they refolved to fearchall over the
Town but they wouwd find me if there, while o-
thers were difpatch’d along the Roads to over-take
me if I were gone.

Now was I got to my Neft again, not think-
ing I fhow’d been difcovered, but was carce gone
to fleep e’re I felt a Hand pull me up from the
Hay where I lay, faying to me at the fame time,
Ha ! Mr. Powis, have we gotten you, looking up
at this in a very great Surprize, I perceiv’d the
Mafter of the Houle, Dutton and another Man ;
they carried me into the Publick Room and be-
gan to examine me, but partly thro’ furprize, and be-
ing waked out of my Sleep, and not having a*Mind
that they fhould know any more than they could
find out, I {poke not a Word ; they then went to
my Neft, and examining it, found the Things
which 1 told you of before ; upon {eeing which,
and the Boots and Stockings making the Matter

clearer, I told them how I got in ; and in fhort,
C ownd
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own’d the Whole of every Thing. "hey then
fént for a Conftable and charg’d me, and went to
fee if the Juftice was at Leifure, but he, it feems,
was gone out of Town: (Sothought1, I have
fpun my felf a fine Thread to {fwing to Heaven in)
And they hired thereupon a couple of fturdy Fel-
lows to fit up with me, who were reckoned the
ftouteft Men in the whole Town; fo 1 thought
if Igot from them, it muft be by fome Policy or
other.

Now were all the Family gone to Bed and left
me, and the two Fellows, with Beer and ‘Tobacco
before us enough to make us all drunk ; of whichs
I pretended to drink very heartily, and took the
Pot oftner than it came to my Turn, and at laft

retended to fall faft afleep, and fhored enormoufly, |
gut at the fame Time heard all they faid: Z~——ads,
fays one, how found the poor Fellow [leeps not~
withffanding bis Misfortune: Ab, {ays the Second,
being almoft as faft afleep, really as T was feem-
ingly. Fack, cries the Firft, you are aflecp: No,
{ays the Second, dut I am wvery fleepy; do let me
fleep for an Hour and then wake e, and Il
watch while you fleep: Agreed, fays the Firft,
and 10 the Second fettled himielf to fleep, and in
a Quarter of an Hour the firft overtook him: As
{oon as I found they were both faft, I rofe and
went ‘towards the Place where they had hung the
Boots, which they had pull’d off as foon as they
- had took me ; But before T could get at ’em, the
Mafter of the Houfe wak’d, and not hearing any
Noife, calls to one of them by his Name, who not
anfwering, he jump’d out of Bed, and came down

Stairs to wake them: I, asfoon asI heard hin
Mmove.
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mave, got into my Place, and was as faft afleep
as ever; prithee, {ays he to them, dow’t fleep,
you’ll let the Man get away: On which they rouz’d ;
10, {ays they, we wor’t. Upon which the Mafter of
the Houfe went up to Bed again, and in a few
Minutes my Guards were relaps’d into a State of
Infenfibility. 1 got down the Boots, open’d the
inner Door, went into the Yard, and opening the
Yard Door, went juft without, and was going to
draw them on when the Door fell too with a Noife
that thook the whole Houle, which made me run
with them in my. Hand all along the Dire, till ¥
came to a little kind of a Hovel, which was open,
and in T went ; and havine drawn them on as well
as I could for my wet Stockings, and finding no
Body purfued me, I proceeded forward on my
Journey for London, as knowing it was not my Bu-
fincfs to remain in thofe Parts. ~
A's foon as I was got about half a Mile fro
the Town, I came to a very large Common, and
for my Lite T could not find my Way out, {o that
I was forc’d to take Shelter in an old Cow-houle,
which was fillI’d with Bundles of Flax, amongit
which I lay {till till Day-light, when the Owner
came that Way, and finding his Flax tumbled, he
went to put it in Order again, in doing which, he
uncover’d me, and ask’d me what I did there; 71
told bim that I got a little in Liguor the Night be-
forey and could not find my IV ay out of tlhe Conrmon,
fo was oblig’d by the Cold to tuke Shelter theve
It happen’d chat he knew nothing at all of my Sto--
ry or me; o lawughing at my telling how I had
wander’d round the Common, put me in my Road,
which I purfued, not without Fears that every onc
C 2 Wils
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was come to re-take me. However, I met nothing
remarkable till T came to Darking, into which I
would not enter till dark Night. And as I was
going through the Town, I heard a Door open,
and turning my Head to the Noife, I faw a Wo-
man, who call’d to me to come to her. 1 came,
and ask’d her what fbe wouid bave with me: She
turn’d to another Woman, and faid, Iz is be fure
enough ; and fays to me, Come in, left any Body
Jhould fee you: So 1 went in, and they proved the
People who ufed to wath my Linnen. Whillt I was
in this Town, they told me, I muft take Care of my
felf, for every Body in this Town knew of my Ex~
ploitsy and that the two Men from whomn I bad
efcaped, bad been to [eck after me 5 but not find-
ing I had been there, concluded that I was gone ano-
ther way, and (o returned. We all wonder’d that
they neither faw me, nor I them, for I came along
the main Road: They {aid, they fancied it was
me as foon as they beard the Noife of my Boots,
advifing me not to flay near the Toww, bnt make
the beft of my Way for London: 1 {aid, that was
my Intent, and {o.took my Leave of them.
" Bur I went but a little Way’ out of Town
and hid myfelf till Night, and then returned
into Town, and getting into a Farm Houfe
I took away two or three Books, a Knife
and Fork, a Penknife, a pair of Scizars, a filver
Spoon, a couple of Handkerchiefs, and {fome other
Trifles, and fome Victuals, and {o in the Morn-
ing purfued my Journey for Londox; but it
rained hard moft Part of that Day, fo that I could
not reach London that Night; but coming to a
Place call’d Srockwell, where my Mother-in-Law’s
Father
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?father kept a Publick Houfe, I went into the
‘Back-yard, wherein was a Barn, and thcy had been
Eihreﬂaing Wheat that Day, and had lain the Straw
i Truffes under a kind of Penthoufe; I got in

amongft them, and lay very warm that Night;

4nd about the middle of the Night I heard fome-

é‘ihing alive, as I thought, amongft the Straw, I

fif'ned attentively, and at laft perceived it to be

Wery near me, fo that I laid hold of it, and per-

fteiv’d that it was one of the Female Sex ; who
Afrighten’d at finding fomebody there, cry’d, who's
sthere 1 reply’d, Heré's no Body that will hurt
fion.  She then faid the was put Apprentice to a
f* [antua-Maker, who, becaufe her Friends lived a.
itreat Way off, ufed her o hard, as obliged her to.
fleave them ; and that the was going down to her
WFriends who lived at Camterbury. 1t being very
teold, we crept clofe together, and, in fhort, I
gfound her to be a good-natur’d tractable Girl, and
having tired our felves, we by Confent fell ro fleep,
jand in the Morning, when I awoke, I found my
Bed-fellow gone, and the Threthers come to work,
by Reafon whereof T was forc’d to lye ftill till Nighe,
A's {oon as it was dark, T went to an Ale-houfe,
Fand call’d for three Pints of Beer one after anc-
ther, which put me in fuch a merry Mood, that I
fivent to the Straw again and began to Sing, fo
giloud, as brought feveral People about the Place,
f very civily let me make an end of my Song,
gand then began to uncover my little Tenement,
fand drawing me forth, they conduéted me into the
jitloufe where my Mother-in-Law then was, who
Hknew me, and was glad to fte me; defired me to
fiitay therc, and very kindly faid, /be wonld cngaye
. [0
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to reconcile my Fatber to me, if 1 was willig,
which I very gladly embraced, for T was much
fuch another naked Figure as I am at this Prefen
having made away all my Cloaths and Linnen, ang
in fhort every 'Thing 1 had. In about three Day;
my Father came there, and all was made up; ang
the next Morning he took me home with him, and
I once more began to fettle to work, and I held
out pretty well all the Winter: But Summer ap
proaching, and I being cloath’d again, could no
content my {elf, but left him once more.

I Continvep thifting about without doing any
bafe Trick for near a Month; going to fee firf
one Acquaintance, and then another, till they wer
all tired of me: And one Day I went to fee Fo-
feph Paterfon, a young Fellow, a Player, who had
been in the Country with me: He ask’d me if |
bad a Mind to ait a Part in the Tragedy of the Eal
of Effex for a Friend of bis. 1 confented, and
went with him to Windmill-Hill, which is a com:
mon Refort for all the conceited idle young Fcl
lows in Town : Every one fancies himfelf to be
Cicero, Cr a Betterton, when {carcely one in a Hun-
dred can {peak Eug/ifb: However, I receiv’d mv
Part, and the Day was fix’d, and Bills were ftuck
up, (the Part of Lord Barleigh, by a young Gen:
leman who never perform’d there before) which
was my Part. But when I came upon the Stag
had even Heraclitus been a Spectator, he woull
have burft his Sides with laughing at my Figure:
For inftead of a rich Suit, agreeable to the Cha-
racter I reprefented, they had provided me an old
Mifer’s Coat which reach’d down to my Ankles:

and | having never a clean Shire, and my blac
Fland
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Jands and Face, all together, concurr’d to make
ne a very uncommon Hero: And the People
aughing at me, put me {o out of Countenance, as
nade the Performance like my Drefs, very indif-
erent.

HowevEer, it being over, home T came, and
coming through Ludgate, a Gentleman had fell
down and loft three Guineas and {ome Silver out
of his Pocket, of which he had found one Guinea
again before I came. 1 {ecing a Croud, ask’d, what
was the Matter, and was inform’d by one of the
‘By-Standers, upon which I went and fearch’d for
them, and found the other two: I gave the Gen-
tleman one, and kept the other my felf unknown
'to him. The Gentleman return’d me Thanks in
a very handfome Manner, and defired I would ac-
| cept of a Pint of Wine, which I did, and then
| came home, having more Money than I had been
i Mafter of at once for fome Time before.

' Buxr that being gone, I was at a Lofs what
 to do for more: And one Night coming late, or
| rather early, home trom /#7ndm:li-Hill, T wanderd
{ up Chancery-Lane, and it beginning to rain, I went
{ into a lictle Hole under the Mafler in-Ghancery’s
| Office, where 1 continued {0.long, till it began to
{ bc Officc Time, and People began to be about, o
1 that I could not get out without being feen; where-
| fore I lay there all Day, and heard People walk
| and talk very near me; and turning abont fome-
j thing too quick, it caus’d me ro fall with my Head
| Juftagainft fome Lath and Plaifter which belong’d
¥ to the Office, {o violently, thac T broke down Part
thereof, and could {ee into the Office very plainly.

But it happened that no Body was near at that
‘Lime,
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Time, and it being in a very dark Corner, it wy
not feen. This infpired me with a Thought whid
I had not before, which was to make the Hole b .
ger, and get into the Cflice, and fee if there wa
any thing worth bringing away: And accordingly
at Night I put my Defign in Execution, "and hav.
ing fearch’d all about, I was coming away in de.
fpair not finding any thing worth bringing with
me ; when I happened to look into a little Cup-
board jult by the Chimney, where they pu
Small-Coal, Candle, &¢. and I felt a Bag, which
pulling it out I tound therein about Fifty Shillings
in Silver, and a Green Purfe, in which was fou
Guineas, and four half Guineas ; I was over-joyed
with my Purchafe, but it did not laft me above
a Week, and then I was forc’d to Pawn what
Things I had bought till all was gone, and then
1 began to look fharp again.

B u T happening to come crofs Swmithfield ona
Market-Day, I faw a Countryman receive fome
‘Moncy for Cattle he had {old, which he put into
a greafy Leathern Bag; I was going along, not
thinking any thing, when I heard an OQut-cry of
ftop Thief, T turned about to the Noife, and faw
“a Man running towards where 1 was, purfued by
deveral People, and juft as he came by me he
droo’d {fomething (which no-body happened to {ec
but mc) which he had no {ooner done but he

- was Ifop’d ; I took up what he drop’d, which to

my great Surprize I perceived was the Leather
Pouch of Money I faw in the Countryman’s
Hand ; I never ftay’d to {ee what became of the
Man, but went to an Ale-houfe and calling for a
Pint of Beer, I ask’d for the Neceﬂ'ary-holu_ﬁ;,
t WilICl
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which being fhewn me, 1 there examined the Con-
tents, and found therein Forty-two Guineas and a
half, five Three and twenty Shilling Pieces of
Gold, and a Moidore, five Shillings and fix Pence
in Silver, making in all Fifty-two Pounds ; 1 was
aftonithed at becoming Mafter of {o much Money,
but taking the half Guinea and the Silver out from
the reft T put that loofe in my Pocket, and put all
the reft of the Gold into my Green Purfe, and
threw the Leather Pouch down the Vaule, and go-
ing in I paid for my Beer, and went home very
well fatisfied with my Day’s Work, without once
thinking of the poor Wretch ‘who drop’d it, who
was got into the Hands of the Mob, that have as
little Mercy on Gentlemen of his Profeflion, as 2
Kite has upon a Chicken when he tears it in Pieces

and devours it.
I livid in great Splendor whilft this Money

lafted, which was not a Month, for I let it go al-
moft as freely asit came; but when it was gone I
was put to my Shifts again, and going down
Chancery- Lane one Morning betwixt Three and
Four a-Clock, T had a fancy to get into the Chancery
Coffee~boufe, imagining to find lomething confide~
rable in the 'Till; which is uvfpally in Publick
Howfes ; but getting down the Area which is be-
fore the Houfe, 1 found I cou’d not get in at the
Kitchen Window as I meant, o I went into the
Coal Vault which is under the Street, and getting
behind a Board lay/there all Day vndifcovered,
and in the dusk of the Evening flipped into the
Houfe, and hid my{elf in a Chimney in the Back-
Kitchen which was full of Lumber, untill they

were gone to Bed, and then camg forth ; 1 weyt
D directly
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directly to the Bar but found no Till there, only
about three Shillings in Half-pence upon a Shelf,
and a large Silver Spoon and feveral {mall ones,
to about the Value of thirty Shillings, three Cam-
brick Handkerchicfs, and about a Pound of Tea,
two Cakes of Chocolate, and a large Lump of
double refin’d Sugar, and ty’d themup in a
Cloth. I had neither Eat nor Drank for near thirty
Hours, {fo I took a Bitof Bread and Butter, and
" made about a Quart of Punch which I Drank ; and
juft as 1 had done, and was coming away, I heard
jomebody coming down Stairs, who were {o near
that I could not get out, but was forc’d to run
down and hide myfelf in a Hole behind the Stairs,
where they put broken Glafs, and having pull’d off
my Shoes becaufe they fhould not hear me, as I
went up and down the Houfe, T cut my Feet a-
mongft the Glafs. The Maid who was got up to
wafh did not go into the Coffee-Room, but came
down Stairs, and went into the Kitchen to ftrike a
Light, which gave me an Opportunity to get up
Stairs. 1 put on my Shoes and opened the Door
and went out with my Booty, without being
heard or feen, and went from thence to my old
Randezvous, the Office where I had a Fancy to
go in again, finding the Hole not {ftopt up, which
I did, and finding the Drawer of the Great Table
lock’d, I with iome Difliculty got it open, and
found therein upwards of four Pounds:in Silver,
and half a Guinea in Gold, and feveral Trifles,
as a Pocket-Book fgarni{h’d with Silver, a Silver
Seal, and amongft {ome Papers I found three Lct-
ters of {0 extraordinary a Nature, that I knowing

the Hand in which two of them was written, put
- them
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them in my Pocket, thev belong’d to
Clerk to the Mafters, and were in his
Drawer ; as {oon as I got to a Place where I had
an Opportunity I began to read them, but they
were {o very fhocking that I could not go thro’
them, one was Auonynwous, the other two were
fign’d, Molly Soft-buttocks.

I unwarily fhew’d them as fomething very un-
common to feveral People, fome of whom owe-
ing me no Good-will, induftrioufly fpread a Re-
port that I wasa Soedomite, and that1 thereby got
my Living, urging as a Proof thereof, what a
great deal of Money I {pent, which they faid, I
could not get honelftly, (there they were right)
and what contributed to this Report, was my go-
ing one Evening to pay a Vifit to {fome young
Women in the City, where I had been intro-
duced fome time before by an Acquaintance ; I
had Occafion to take out a Letter-Cale, in which
they were amongft my other Papers, and inftead
of putting it into my Pocket again, I put it be-
fide, and it fell to the Ground. As I went in
Quality of a Suitor to one of them, the Privi-
ledge which it is natural for a young Waman to
take over thofe, who profefs themielves Slaves ta
her Beauty, and a Female Curiofity concurring,
caus’d them to examine it; in order thereto my
Miftrefs and her Companion, who firft faw it, be-
ing unwilling to be difturbed by any Perfon in
the perufual thereof, had lock’d themfelves into
a Clofet, and there .amongft the reft they found
the afarefaid Letters, which thcy needed not to
read thro’y, for the Subjedt was plainly to be
difcerncd at firft Sight, or even by the Name at

D 2 the
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the Bottom. By this Time [ mifs'd my Letter-
Cafe, and running back, T ask’d if any Body had
féen it ? my Miftrefs who came to the Doot,! re-
plied very fmartly, Zes, Mifs Tooke, there 3 .is.
1 was not able to ipeak for'a Mimite or twiy -
was {0 confounded ; for as I came along 1 fatéy’d
that if they read it they would then certainly be-
lieve that Report which before they had op-
pofed ; at laft T took Courage to ask her, what fhe
meant by calling me fo? fhe replied, the Gentie-
man who was waiting for me under the PiZza
would infermy.me 3 1 knew by this that they had
read them, for one of them began thus (Dear
M:(s Sukey Tooke) and appointed an Afligna-
tion under the Pizza in Covent-Garden ; 1 proteft-
ed that T was no way concerned in them, and
told them who they belonged to ; in fhort fhew-
ed his Pocket-Book , which was garnifh’d with
Silver, and had his Name it, of the fame Hand
with the two Letters ; and the Knowledge of my
Imocence added {uch force and energy to my
Affeverations, that they believed me innocent;
but finding the ill Confequence of carrying them
about me, I by the Advice of a Friend burnt
them, and in a little Time after, the World
finding my Behaviour to contradict thofe Reports,
as it had always done, began to forget them, and
to efteem me again as a Man who had always too
great an Inclination for the Fair Sex, ever to be
concerned with {uch Monfters, who if I could have
my Defire, fhould not live to enjoy the common
Advantage of Nature, but be cut off as they do

imad Dogs to prevent Mifchief,
Burt
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Buv t to proceed, I continued thewing my Parts
in the Theatrical Way as I had Time to {pare,
or in plain Eng/ifb when T had no Money left ; far
whenever T had Monev 1 frequented the Coffece
houfes and the Billiard-Tables (which was the
only Game wherein T took delight) and the Play-
houfe as a Spedtator ; and {fometimies 1 paffed a
few Houtrs with {fome Ferione whoie Converfati~
on was any Way engaging ; and in fhort loft no
Opportunity of puthing torewards that Fime
which fled away too faft of itfelf.

B v T my laft Booty being gone, I was at Lofs
what to do for more, when I one Morning went
into St. Dunffai’s Church, and no body being there
but the Sexton who opened the: Doors, 1 unfeen
of him gotup into one of the Gallaries, and hid
myfelf till Night, and then I {carch’d about bus
could not do any thing, for the next Day being a
Holy-day, the Ringers came into the Church and
began to ring by twelve that Night, and T could
fee them as 1 lay hid, but durft not ftir Jeaft they
fhould fee me, fol was forced to lye ftill till
Twelve the next Day at Noon, at which Time
. they all went out of the Church, and the Sexton
lock’d the Doors, I got out of my little Eafe and
came down Stairs, and began to look about.me
to fee what I could find, when Lo ! to my great
Difturbance the Sexton came in again ; I was in a
FPew where they keptthe Curtains belonging to the
Church-warden’s Pew, 1 hearing the Door open,
turn’d about to get out, which daing haftily, 1
ftruck iny Foor againft the Side of the Pew, with
fuch force as {founded quite thro’ the Church,
which the Man hearing, turn'd his Head and {aw

| M,
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me, and inftead of coming diretly to me, he
went back to faften the Door, which gave me an
Opportunity of retreating into my Hole again,
where I lay fo quiet and fecure that he could not
find me, tho” he very cunningly called aloud,
(where are you) imagining perhaps, that I would
be fuch a Fool as to tell him; but after about
two Hours Employment for himfelf, and another
Man whom he called to help him, they gave o-
ver their fruitlefs Search, imagining 1 had efcaped
out of the Church, and left me to proceed when
I faw convenient. I lay ftill untill the next Morn-
ing by Day-break, which was a little after two
a-Clock, and in two or three little Cupboards
which were under the Seats, I found fome old fa-
fhion’d Common-Prayer Books garnifh’d with Sil-
ver, which I pulled off and fold for 12 Shillings,
and as many Books as I {old for near as much, and
in the Morning I went out when they opened
the Door for Prayers unfeen.

A ~p that Evening going to a Houfe in Ram-
Alley in Fleet-fircet to {ee an Acquaintance, I faw
a Woman bringing fome Goods into the Ground-
Room, and faften’d the Door with a Padlock
when fhe went away again, I{eeing that there was
ne’er a Bed in the Room, concluded that no-body
lay therc ; o I refolved to pay a Vifit that Night
to thefe New-Comers ; {o going up to my Ac-
quaintance and {taying till Nine a-Clock, I took
my Leave and came down Stairs, but inftead of
going out I hid myfelf in the Cellar (which was
left open for the Conveniency of the Lodgers go-
ing to the Neceflary-houfe) till Day-break, when
opening the Pad-lock with an old Nail, T went in,

and fearching the Cheft of Drawers, in one [;)f
the
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the Upper-Drawers I found a little Box, in which
was a Guinea and two plain Gold Rings, and
there was loofe in the Drawers, two Pair of {mall
old fafhion’d Silver Buckles, and {fome other Trifles ;
and feeing by the Cloths which were in the Drawer
that they were poor People, I took nothing elfe but
the Gold and {o came away. Going the next Day to
fee one who was acquainted there as well as 1, he
told me the Woman who had loft the Things {uf-
peted me, by my coming there {o often when
all People who had any Bufinefs to depend upon,
were oblig’d to mind it. The Woman was fo
much in the Right, that my Confcience told me
I ought to be taken up for it, and that it I went
there I certainly fhould, fo I refrain’d going there
for near three Quarters of a Year, but of that in
its proper Place, I began now to grow more and
more out of Repair cvery Day.

A np one Day going by the Bookfeller’s Shop
at the Corner of St. Clement’s Church-Yard, where
I had {old one of the ‘Prayer Books I ftole out
of St. Dunftai’s Church ; T was laid hold on upon
this Occafion, the Book I had {fold him belong’d
to one Mrs. Sparling in Chancery-Lane, and fhe
had been to feveral Xookfeilers Shops enquiring
for a Second-Hand Common-Prayer Book with
Cuts, in hopes to meet with her own ; and com-
ing to this Shop, he fhewed her the very Book
fhe wanted, Sir, {ays fthe, this is my Book, where
had you it (juft at that Inftant I was coming by
the Window, and meeting an old School-fellow,
I ftoptto talk with him) the Man replies, &y For-
tune there flands the Man who fold it to me ; {ays

fhe, be is a Thief, aud bas flole it, whereupon
the
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the Man came to the Door, and faid, he wanted
to {peak with me ; I went in boldly, tho’ my Con-
{cience told me that I had done fomething amifs,
but T had forgot the Book ; fayshe, déd you not
fell me this Book, Yes, fays U; pray fays the, bow
came you by it ¢ 14aid, I 'had it of {omebody to fell,
making what Lame excufes T could think of ; but
they not being oblig’d to ‘believe me, threatned
me with a Conflable, and a Goal was to be my Ha-
bitation immediately ; but however, fhe recolleét-
ing nry Face, ask’d me if my Name was not Powis,
to which I replying in the Affrmative, the good
natar’d Woman fhed Tears, faving, I am forry for
you, and for your poor Father, to whom 1uflead of
being a Contforty you are the Caufe of all the Sor-
row be endyres; 1o telling the Man of the Shop

who T was, he was fo mov’d with Compaflion of

the Relation, that he let her have the Book, and

et me go upon my Promife to bring him the
‘Money he gave me for it, next Day ; but I not

having it ready by the Time, have been atham’d

to go near him {ince, which is the natural Tem-

per of all Mankind, not to be athamed of the Sin
tho’ never {o heinous, but if they are oblig’d to

madke Reparation, or only even an ingenuous Ac-
knowledgement of it, O! ’tis fuch a Shame a

forfooth no Man of Spirit can bear.

I~ about a Week after T went to a Pafiry-
Cook’s Shop in Flect-fireet, next Door to Mt
Pinchbeck’s, and bought a Penny Tart, and {eeing
them put the Money in the Drawer, in which to
my thinking there wasa good deal, the Dewil gave
me a Jog by the Elbow, and I took the Hint im-

tmediately, wherefore 1 knowing the Houfe, I.that

Night
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Night climb’d up the Iron Sign whichis fixd in a
Poft at the Hele-in-the-Wall, and getting over two
or three Balconies, I got into the one Pair of Stairs
Window, and {o proceeded into the Shop, but was
difappointed, for there was nor a Half<penny in
the Drawer ; but becaufe T wouldnot come in for
nothing, I eat what I car’d for, and then loading
myfclf with Macaroons, Hecart-Cakes, &¢. and
" or8 Quarterns of a found Pots of Portugal
Snuft, and fome Books, I came away very hea-~
vy for having been fo difappointed.

Anp in a Day or two I went to the Shop,
and they were then talking of it, and the Wo-
man of the Houfe had a Per{on loda’d with her,
who pulled out a Gold repeating Watch, and faid,
I (uppofe they came to [eeR for this, but ’t1s not
every Key will open the Lock of my Drawers ; I
thought with myfelf I wou’d have a 'T'rial if that
were in her Drawers, whether the Locks wou'd
keep me out; [ knowing where the Drawers
{tood, {o that Night I mounted up again my {ca-~
ling Ladder, ftanding in the fame Place where itdid
before,and opening che Window Shutter 1 heard a
Treading of one without Shoes,and {omething Kick
againft a Basket or Hamper, which I remember’d
ftood in the Room; upon whichl jump’d over
the Balconies and {lid down the Iron, with as much
Agility as ever a Tumbler in Bartholomew-Fair
cou’d down a Rope ; but before I was well down
I could fee a Man in his Shirt, who called out
very loudly, Stop bun, Stop bim, but the Night
being very dark, and 1 being well drefs’d in a dark
colour’d Suit, and feeing no-body ncar me in the

I Street
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Street T walk’d very {oberly away, as knowing he
could not fee me, and {fo went off clear.

A ~ p being difappointed here I went into the
Fields, and in a melancholy Mood I{at down un-
der a Hay Rick, and after tir'd myfelf with re-
fleCting upon my prefent Way of Life, I fellinto
a Kind of flumber ; and as1I lay there, me-thought
fomebody {aid to me, Run, Run, Fly for your
Life, for you are purfued, if you are taken you will
be hang’d ; 1 ftarted up thereupon, and the Ter-
ror of Mind which I was under at that T'ime, had
fuch an Effe&t upon me, that great Drops of
Sweat {tood upon my Face ; but looking round
me, and {ceing no-body near me, I pleas’d myfelf
very much tofind it was but a Dream, and {o lay
down again to {leep, and dream’d that I was in
the very Place where 1 was afleep, and that a Man
came to me, and faid, Young Man you muft go a-
way from hence, for if I fhould (uffer you to remain
bere, I fhould expeit a Fudgment to fall wpon
every thing 1 have, fo go away, or Illfetch a Con-
flable who fball oblige you to go ; upon that I
awalk’d, and got up, but finding it ftill dark, I
went all round the Hay Rick to fee if any Body
was there, and was fo ftrongly poffefs’d of the
Image I had feen in my Sleep, that T call’d out
“twice or thricé, #ho’s there 2 but no-body an-

{wering, I laid down again, but could not get any
Sleep till Day-light, about which Time I {lum-
ber’d again, when me-thought my Father ftood
before me, and looked very fixedly upon me,
faid to me, O/ Son, will you never take warning
till Fuflice over-takes you ? The Time will come
when you will wifby but too late, that you had

been
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peen ruled by me; 1 ftarted up under an mex-
prefible Horror of Mind, and wanderd away
from that Place, I know not whither, till the
Sun was about two Hours high, and then I went
to the Thames with intent to wafh, but being half
undref’d, T was poflefs’d -with a Belief that if I
went into the Water I thould be drown’d; {o
putting on my Clothes again, 1 came away fully
refolving to get home again if it were poflible to
be reconciled to my Father ; but as I was going
along I met a young Man who owed me three
Shillings and Six-pence, who ask’d me to drink
with him, which T accepted, and went into the
firlt Publick Houfe we came to, where he paid
me, and treated me with {ome Punch, in which I
wafhed away all thofe good Thoughts 1 had en-
tertained. -

I have mentioned thefe Paffages to fhew the
Strength of a Man’s Conicience, called by {fome
Melancholy, by others, Vapours, &€5c. When I
parted from him, I went to a Friend’s Houle,
complaining that I was not very well, whercupon
they ask’d me to lye down, which was what I
wanted ; for thro’ want of reft and drinking the
Punch fafting, I couv’d fcarce hold up my Head
I was fo drowfv. T fleep’d there near five Hours
without moving, and when I wak’d found myf{elf
very hungry, and tho’ they prefs’d me to ftay
and Sup with them (faor it was almoft Night) I
would not, but asking Pardon tor being fo trouble-
fome, and faying, 1 fear’d 1 had over-fleep’d my
Time, I took my Leave; and going toa Publick
Houfe I had fome Stakes drefs’d, and ftay’d drink-

ing there till Teen at Night, by which Time I was
E 3 well
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well refrefh’d, and pretty chearful ; and having not
above Eight-pence left, T refolved to re-vifit the
Office in Chancery-Lane, where 1 found the Hole
open, but they had bar’d and padlock’d the Door
~which parted the two Rooms, {o that T was forc’d
to break thro” the Wall to get into the Fore-Room.
When 1 got in, the firft Thing I faw was a large
Pair of PFiftols, which I found to be loaded
with a Brace of Balls each, and a few other
Trifles, but no Money ; the. Piftols were in or-
der to fhoot me with, if I had come when any bo-
dy was there, which there had been moft of the
Nights fince 1 was there before.

I~ about two Days after, my Father hearing
T was fufpected, lays wait for me, and {oon found
me, and threatned to carry me to thofe who were
in purfuit after me ; I deny’d the Matter, but he
fearing I knew more of it than Ifaid I did, told
me that it was no ways proper for me to ftay in
London, but direCted me to a Swith in Cambridge,
who upon his Recommendation wou’d enter-
tain me as a Journeyman ; and upon my Pro-
mife ¢o go he gave me Money to carry me down,
and {ome good Books, and what Cleaths 1 had at
Home, and having talked {ferioufly with me, and
~advis’d me to remember my Duty to my Maker,
(which he always did upon all Occafions) we part-
ed. But inftead of going where 1 promis’d, 1
went to a Houfe whither T - was invited by a
Player to Dine with him ; and after Dinner, . we
being about five in Number muft have fome
‘Punch, upon which (being a private Houle) we
made Punch, 1o Jong till 1 punch’d ‘away all the

Money I had ; o that the next Day I fold the
- Clothes
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Clothes 1 had of my Father, and they being gone,
I was as much put to my Shifts as ever.

A xp one Moming I went to one Mr. Caps
ter’s Shop, who is a Baker in Chauncery-Lane, and
it being Sunday Morning they were not up at
Work as they are in the Week Days; fo 1 bent
the Pin of the Window-Shutters, and took down
a Shutter and got up, "(there being {fome Space
between the Shutters and the Safh) but the
Sathes were faften’d down with Pins, {o that I
could not get at them without breaking the Glafs ;
and bearing fomebody ftir, I got out again, and
endeavoured to fix all. Things as they were, that it
not being perceived I might have the fame Op-
portunity another, time. But whilft I was doing
this, one Thumas Ruffel, a Boy, who goes a-
bout blacking Shoes (but whofe Father former-
ly kept a Sword-Cutler’s Shop under the ' fix
Clerks-Office) came down the Lane, and feeing one
ftood to obferve, which I feeing, went away ;
but however, he told every body that he faw me
endeavouring to break into Mr. Carter’s Shop
and faid fprther, that I had own’d to him that 1
had robbed the Office, which laft was Falfe, for
I never {poke a Word to him about it. And
-when fome time after that T was ‘reconcil’d to my
Father, (as you will underftand by and by) ‘and
was at Home again, my Father to whom I deny’d
all thefc things, called him into the Shop one
Day, and confronted him with me, and he fay«
ing that 1 never own’d no fuch rhing to him,
my Father faid, then you are a wvile Rogue to be-
lye any Perfon bebind their Back, for you told e
before feveral People that he did ; wherewpon. 1

. took
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took Advarntage of his prevaricating to perfwade
my Father that the other Story of Curter’s Shop
was like that, and the Boy was {o confounded,
that he did not contradiét me; and feveral other
People, who faid they faw me that Morning (which
was falfe) denying it to my Face. My Father
took my Part very {trenuoufly, verily believing
that I was innocent and falfely traduced.

B v T to return to the Place from whenceI have
ftrayed, when my Father heard this Report con-
firmed by {everal, he could not but believe i,
whercfore he faid to my Brother, if you fee the
Rafcal, [end him to me, I want to [peak with
him ; and meeting me the fame Night, fays he,
My Father wants to [peak with you : About what,
fays I; Why, fays he, about Carter’s Shop: Upon
that I made Light of it, and my Father being over
the Water at his Father-in-Laws, I went thither;
but being conicious how much Reafon he had to
be angry with me for not following his Advice, I
was afhamed to go in, but went into the Stable
and lay there ; and in the Morning I faw him at
five o'Clack fet out for London : So that being in
no Candition to go any where for want of Money,
I refolved to lie there all Day, expecting him to
come again’ at Night. He hearing from my Bro-
ther that I pretended to come to him, and nc.
having fcen me, was ftill morc angry ; and when
he came I was not willing to ga in, but ftood at
the Door, and one Mr. Voulbergen, a German Harp-
fichord-Maker, came out, and knowing me, {aid
to me: So Maifbter Powis, bave you [een your
Lader: No Siry fays I, but I beard that be wanted
me: Says he, wbho telf you Dat. 1 ryeplied, My

Brother,
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Brother, vell den, {ays he, I fhall go and bear vat
your Fader [ays ; and {o.he went in and came
out again prefently, and told me, that my Father
fent for me to bid me do fomething or other, and
et flav therey for ife I did I fhould be apprebend-
ed and [ent to Goal for what I had attempted, and
{o advifed me to go to the Weft-Indies with {ome
Merchant as his Book~keeper : And {o informed me
how I muft do to hire my felf ; and I confented at
once to do as he advis’d, being in a defpairing
Condition.

Tuen he introduced me to my Father, and
told him I had a Mind to go beyond Sea, asI
exprefs’d before, and that I only wanted his Con-
fent-to difpofe of my felf : Which he gave me in
Writing, and away 1 went ; and looking, as he
dire¢ted, upon every Poft I came near: And there
was Zaylor, and Burge, and I know not how many
more that wanted all forts of Tradefmen, who
were to have great Encouragement and Money ad-
vanced, and were to live like Petty Kings: For
when you come to talk with any of thefe Fellows,
they (knowing none but diffolute idle Perfons who
can’t {tay here any longer will come to them) tell
you glorious Things of the Place where you are
going, that ’tis a Land flowing with Milk and Ho-
\y ; where you are to have Plenty of all Things,
and fcarcely do any thing for it: Though I believe
they who go generally find the Contrary. Well, I
read the Bills, and percciving that each of them
cal’d himfelf the only Agent, &¢. I refolved to
vifit them all round, which I did, and P —~s .
S~——fom was the Man I pitch’d upon, an illiterate

Fellow who can neither write nor read, but he
told
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told me the fmootheft Tale: And therefore away
he and'1 went, and three or four more fuch filly
Whelps as my felf, to the Black Boy upon London-
Bridge, where .we were bound, and each of us
had a Shilling a Day allowed us till we went on
PBoard: We continued three or four Days at the
8ign of the Wheatfbeaf in Scalding-Alley, by
Stock’s-Market, where he keeps his Office ; and
then going to the Slop-Shop, Orders was given for
Cloathing each of us: And having each a Bed,
Rug, Pillow and Blanket, away we went on Ship
Board, the Watt’s Galley was her Name, Captain
Wallis Commander, bound for Philadelphia. 1]
‘continued on Board nigh a Month, during which
Time, their came upwards of forty, dropping in,
of all Conditions and Trades, and Sizes, like the
‘Bealts into Noab’s Ark: And whilft I was amongft
them, 1obferv’d, that whilft we were in the River
and could get away, they treated us like Slaves,
and 1 thought with my felf, 2#%at wiil they do
-sben they get us far from our ows Home, where
ewe know no Body, but muft lie at their Mercy.
“"What increafed my Averfion was this, I fell Sick,
‘and being extreamly ill; T fancied a Vomit would
do me good; whereupon I defired the Mate to let
‘me have one: He replied, The Captain will be
e Board in two or three Days, «ud thew Il -fpeak
20 bim.  And what was {till worfe, 1 was forced in
the Height ot aFever to get up and draw my own
Beer, or help my felf to any Thing I wanted, for
‘monc of them would help me, which made me
refolve to efcape from them the firft Opportunity
which I was able to lay hold of: But I did not

effedt it :ill the very Morning on which we were
to
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to fall down the River to Gravefend, for all the
Sailors but three being gone to Lendon to take
their Leave of their Friends; I got ro a Man’s
Cheft which had no Lock to it, and took out a
Pair of Plufh Breeches, a bluc Jacket, three Pa‘r
of Stockings, two Handkerchiefs, and a chequer’d
Shirt ; and from under a Hamimock, a Pair ot Shoes
and Buckles, which I took to be Silver, but was
miftaken ; and one of the Servants who had been
a Bailiff’s Folivwer, and who was the beit in Ap-
parel of all of them, having a precty natural
Wig which he hung by the Side of his Cabbin at
Nights, I took it down, and put it on my Head,
and a Hat I took of fome Bodies, but I knew not
whofc, and lcft them my old Cloaths by Way of
‘Exchange 3 and getting up the Scuttle, which i3
over the Cook-Room, to efcape the Watch who
was walking upon the Quarter-Deck 5 T lay {till
until the Watch went down, I {uppofe to call the
riext Watch ; and I took that Opportunity to get
into a Frigate built Ship, which was empty next
to us, and fliding down the Horfer; I got into a
Boat which belong’d to another Ship, in which
they had left an Oar, and untying her, I pufh’d
her off, and began to paddle at the Stern as 1 had
{fecen them do: But before I was two Boats Length
off the Ship, 1 could ncither ice Ship nor Shoar,
nor any Thing elic, there was fuch a thick Fog,
and 1 could not tell which Way the Tide ran, for
me thought when Uhad: pa’d the Boar off' fhe
turn’d about, fo uiat ] thouslit I was driving up
towards the Bridge. 1 endcavoured to ger her
towards the Shoar, but was not able to{ce any thing
by which I might be guided; {o that after I lmg
S vire
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tired my felf with padling in vain an Hout and
a Half, finding that in {pite of all my Endeavours
the Stream carried me along with it, I laid my Qar
into the Boat, and rcfolved to let it drive me
where it would till it was a little lighter, and then
1 got a-fhoar below Holwich ; and the Ship from
whence 1 came, lay over-again{t Red- Hyuje, which
is above Deptford: So tying the Boat where I

landed, T came for London with all Speed.
Bri1n~xc got about halfa Mile on this Side of
Deptford, 1 met two Fellows who {cem’d to have
a Mind tothe Wig, and chaffer’d with me for it,
and I ask’d halt a Guinea for it, and would not
abate any thing; at laft they came up to my
Price, but faid, they had not Money enough a-
bout them, but if I would go back with them
to Deptford to a Publick Houle there, they wou’d
pay me the Money ; 1 agreed to that directly,
and went back with them to a Houfe where they
call’d for a Pot of Beer, and fitting down they fat
Out-fide, and fays, young Man we du’s want the
Wig, for it is not worth balf the Meuey, but a
Friend of ours was robbed, and according to the
Defcripticn we  take this to be bis Wig, and you
one of the Perfcus who robbed bum 5 {o one fays to
tother, I/ flay beve with bim, and do you go and
call (whidpering) I will[+ys bey and away he went,
when he was gone, t'other {ays, yewng Man, you
had bLetier o the Mattery and let 115 have the IVig
to give the Moy and we'll make all 1hings eafy ;
I fincle their Laefion, which was to choufe me out
of the Wig, if 1 was Fool enough to lct them, {o
I humour’d the Thing, finding they knew no-
thing of my laft Night’s Exploit, which I was at
firft
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firlt afraid they did; fays I, if T leave the Wig
with you, will you let me go, ffay, fays he, ana
hear what my Brother [ays, who coming in juft
then, he wink’d at him, he taking the Hint, fays,
M. is not at Home, fo I did not tell any bo-
dy what I wanted with biue ; upon which the other
put the Queftion to him, who turning to me,
fays, bave you got any Meney? 1 replying in the
Nagative, he fays, I wounld not willingly be the
Means of any poor Man’s being hang’d, give us the
Wig and [lip away. 1 returned then fhort upon
them, faying, are not you a Couple of Rogues 2
I'll know <whether you fhall flop People i1 this Ma-
ner to rob aud defrand thems 3 and with that I took
up the Por, and knocking hard on the Table, I
calld out, Landlord, does ever a Conflable live
bere-abouts ; he heard me knock and came to the
Door, but did not hear what I faid, and before
I could repeat the Queftion, one of them faid, go
fetch me a Quartern of Brandy, and therewith
one went out, the other faying to me, yo# bad
better ot make a Noife; the Landlord coming, I
faid, Idid not call you for this, Iwant no Brandy,
lays he, which was with me, I did call for it, bere
take the Reckoning, giving him a Shilling, and
whilft he was gone, he run out after the other
as faft as he could, leaving me the Brandy and
the Three-pence to do what I wou’d with ; when
the Landlord came I took the 'T'hree-pence, and
filling out half, 1 drank to the Landlord, and went
about my Bufinefs, And coming to London X
chang’d away my Jacket and Brecches for a Pair
of Breeches, Jacket and Trowles, that were fit

for me, and had fome Money to boot; and when
F 2 I had
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T had {pent thdt, T {old mv Wig and Hat, and
got an old one to wear, and having ipent rhat, I
was forc’d again to betake me to iy Shifts.

A ~p having been to Fulbam, in ny return

» "ri}‘-l\'

Iover-tcok a young Woman who had been a

Milk’ihg and was carrying it Home, (asl came
along I faw a Mulberry-Tree, and had gachered

‘my Hat full) and asking her to eat fome Mulber-

ries, The thanked me, and faid, fbe lov’d them very
well, but was afraid fhe [bould be [een by [cmie-
body who woe’d tell her Miftre(s, and defired me
to go along and take 10 Notice of her ; upon which
I went away before, and waiting till the came up
(in a Nurfery of Ozks which were pretty thick)
I calP’d her, and faid, if fbe wou'd coine in there
and reft berfelf, fbe [bould Le welcome to eat as
many as fhe pleas’d 5 fhe looking round and {ece-
ing no-body ncar, fhe came in and fat down, and
gave me fome Milk, and I {at down by her, and
we began to be very gracious ; {o that finding fhe
was not ill narurd, I proceeded to return her Ci-
vility atter a Manner which fhe was as pleas’d with
as I could be ; and having diverted ourfelves as
long as I was able wc parted. And I came to
Londen, and went round the Bridge to my Grand-
father’s Houfe at Stockwell, and getting in at the
Window I took a Bottle of Brandy, fome Lemons,
two or thrce Silver Tea Spoons, forne Heart-
Cakes, and other Trifles, and a great Coat which
my Fathcr had borrowed ; he being in the Houle
that Night, but theold Man being very ill, had
a Woman to fit up with him, who hearing the
Noife which T made in getting out again, look’d
out of the Window and faw e ; whereupon fhe

called



Joseru Powrs, e 3%

called my Father up, and told him that fomebody
was in the Houfe, but l in the mean time made
off, and beforc my Father came down 1 was got
a pretty Way off ; however, he over-took me juft
by the Water Side, and was going to bring me
back to Simpfon again, but I laying, that I wou’d
focner be heng’d than go to bim, and telling him,
that it was Lecanfe I had.been [0 us’'d when I was
Sick ; and difguifing the Prank I play’d in taking
the Man’s Cloaths, he took me Home once again,
to my great Satisfaction ; for noetwithftanding I
could not take the Liberties at Home which I
could Abroad, yet I was eafleft 'in my Mind.

[ continued at'home very tractable about nine
Weeks ; and my Brother and } at Chrifimas wentto
our Cuftomers Houfes to pav them the afual Compli-
ments, and.got above a Guinea, ot which we had ele-
ven Shillings remaining on New-Zear’s-Eve. My
Father had order’d my Brothet to keep the Mo-
ney, and he wou'd-divide it betwixt us; but be-
ing obliged to be very much out of Town, he
took my Brother with -him on Netw-2ear’s- Eve ;
and left 1 fhould want any thing in the Shop be-
fore he came back, he ordered himto leave me
the Money. I was vex'd that he who was fix
Years younger than me fhould be trufted before
me; and two or three voung Gentlemen Attornies
Clerks, having appointed to end the old Year
merrily, Tconfented, and we went to a Houfe
where we had Punch made and minc’d Pye; and
in fhort, I’continued there till the next Nighe, and
till T had {pent the eleven Shillings; and not
caring to go home then, [ went to an Acquain-
tance- and lay all Night with-him, and the next
| Day
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Day I met with my Brother, and he ask’d me
where was the Money, [ reply’d, fpeat ; what,
fays he, won’t you come te work 2 I made little or
no Anfwer to that, but went away, and idled
away my Time atone Place or other, as long as
X had any Mcney, and when I had none left, I
began to return to my former Courfe, like the
Dog to his Vomit.

ANp getting into a Stable behind the Aca-
demy in Chancery-Lane one Night, I lay ftill all
that Night and the next Day, till it was the Dusk
of the Evening, and then getting into a Kind of
a Hay Loft belonging to Mr. Aoor of Thiee-
Arrow-Conrt, which is contiguous, the Grammar-
School, I got out of the Loft into thefaid School
Window, where there was Linnen a Drying, of
which I took feveral Shirts, a Handkerchief, fome
Books, &c. I went down again unfeen ; and that
lafted me {fome Days, butasI {oon wanted a {fup-
ply, I got into a little back Ware-houfe belong-
ing to Mr. Carter a GlaZier in Bell-1ard, 1 at-
tempted to break thro’ his Ware-houie, into an
Office belonging to Mr. Purker an Attorney in
Baily-Court ; but having ftruck a Light, the Light
was feen thro’ the Cravice of the Door; upon
which feveral People came along with Mr. Parker,
and {eeing the Hole I had broke in the Boards,
fearch’d for me, who was got in between the Raf-
ters and the Tyles; when the Glazier’s Man
brought a Ladder, and rearing it againft the Place
where | was, faid, let us fee if they be not got i1
pere, which [ hearing, endeavoured to break a
Hole in the Tyling, and {o get out of the Top;

but before I could effect it, he had got up ;{nd
aw
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faw me ; upon which he cry’d out, there’s one get-
ting out at the Tyles, which ftartled me, and I
mifing my Hold, tell back, and lighting between
the Rafters, beat a great Hole in the Ceiling, and
had like to have tumbled thro’, but recovering
myﬂelf [ got thro’, and crawling along the Gutter,
I drop’d into the Carpenter’'s Yard, and endea-
vour'd to find my Way out, but could not ; whilft
I was doing this, €very one was at their Windows
with Candles looking for me: But a little Zaylor
who goes by the Name of Chum, got up after
me, and being {een by one who ftood at the
Window ; he cry’d out, there be is, and threw
a {crubing Brufh at him, which almoft demolifh-
ed this gth Part of a Man ; however, the Car-
penter {aw nie drop into his Yard, and came down
and took me, and I was carried to the Round-houfe
in Strand-Lane ; but the next Day {fending for
my Father, he paid the Damage and made up
with them, and took me home once more. |

I ConTIiNUED at home about three Month
more, when the Devil fcaring to loofe me, refolv’d
to bait his Snare handiomely, as follows: We
work’d for one Edward Williams, Tiq; a Gentle-
man of a great Eftate in //ales, who having been
married about nine Months, and his Lady being
with Child, he brought her up to Town to be de-
Iivered; but fhe dicd in Child-bed, which turned
all their Joy into Mourning ; and all Things were
got in Readinefs to accompany her Corpfe into
WWales: And my Father was fent for to rectify all
the Locks of the ‘I'runks and Boxes, in order to
lock up every Thing till they came to Town again,
My Father fent me in his Stead, and ¢harged lme

that
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that whatever there was to do, I fhould do effec.
tually ; but going to put a new Lock upon a Boy
which was full of Linnen, I was forced to take
out {fome of the Things to make Room, in doin
whereof 1 came to 3 little round Box, which fclt
very heavy ; and ‘juft before I had done, the
Maid deing called out of the Room, to ipeak with
fome Perfon, T open’ the Box, and was perteltly
furpriz’d at the Sight: Tlere was a Gold Watch
with a chafed Cafe, and a Chain with Seals, &,
and a Chriftial Heart fet in Gold, with a Knot of
Diamonds upon the Top of it, a Girdle Buckle
fet round with nineteen Diamonds, tour Stomacher
Buckles of the fame, a Pear! Necklace with a Dia-
mond Locket, a Gold Hoop Ring {et quite round
with Sparks, a Gold Hoop {et round with Gar-
nets, an Emerald Ring, a plain Gold Ring, two
ditto Monrning, and two with a Chriftial in the
Middle, and a Spark on each Side, a pair of Ear-
Rings, being three Pearl Studs, and a Drop like a
Pear, fet in Gold ; a Silver Snuff-box, and a Sil-
ver Stock-huckle, all being worth upwards of T'wo
hundred Pound. I took them all out, and put the
Box in amongft the Linnen again; and laying
every Thing {mooth, I gave the Maid the Ky,
whotrying it, faid, iz was wvery well, and locking
it, put the Key amongft her Others: And having
done all that was wanting, I came away and heard
nothing of them for fome Time. This being on
a Thur(day, and they were not mifs'd till the Afos-
day Se’nnight after.  And had I ftaid with my Fa-
ther T had not been {ufpected : But meeting a
young Silver-finith, whole Name is H77l/iam
R e fon, Brother to Mrs. B an the

Aétrels,
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Airefs, T imparted the Matter to him, and ask’d
his Advice how I fhould difpofe of them, offering
him a Share for his Affiftance, and by his Perfua-
fion we beat every T hing to Pieces, and melting
the Gold, we throw’d every Thing elfe (as I thought)
into the Thames ; but he was too old for me, for
he kept all the real Diamonds ; and {o when he
heard I was taken up for the Things, he went in-
to the Country.  Thus I ferv’d him for the Cat’s=
Foot, and burn’d my Fingers to get the Cheftnuts
which he eat.  When the Gold was melted, we
went and had an Effay made of it, and receiv’d for
it about eleven Guineas, of which 1 had about
{feven Pound, and hc had the Reft: I laid out
moft of mine in Cloaths, {o that when I was ap-
prehended I was extreamly poor: But however, I
was carried before Sir 7. Gonfon, and feveral othey
Juftices who were met at Juftice Rialten’s in St,
Margaret’s Church-yard, and by Juftice Corton
committed to the Gare-houfe firlt, and after to
Newgate, and at the Seffions enfuing was found
Guilty to the Value of 39s. There I lay under
Sentence of Tran{portation near fix Months before
my Facher would come near me, or fend me any
Relief; but at laft upon my Promiies ot becoming
a new. Man, and entirely leaving off all Company
who were my former Acquaintance, and being
intirely tuled by him, he at the Expence of much
Time, Money, and many Friends, procured the
bentence to be revers’d, and I was burnt in the
Hand; and then paying my Fees, he took me
Home once more: And had [ continued with him,
I might have boen as happily cftablithed, and in
4 much Credit as if no {uch Thing had ever hap-
| Cr pened
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that whatever there was to do, I thould do effec-
tually ; but going to put a new Lock upon a Box
which was full of Linnen, I was forced to take
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ver Stock-buekle, all being worth upwards of Two
hundred Pound. I took them all out, and put the
Box in amongf{t the Linnen again ; and laving
every Thing fmooth, I gave the Maid the Key,
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ijt, put the Key amongft her Others: And having
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nothing of them for fome Time. This being on
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A&refs, Timparted the Matter to him, and ask’d
his Advice how I fhould difpofe of them, offering
him a Share for his Affiftance, and by his Perfua-
fion we beat every Thing to Pieces, and melting
the Gold, we throw’d everyThing elfe (as I thought)
into the Thames ; but he was roo old for me, for
he kept all the real Diamonds; and {fo when he
heard I was taken up for the Things, he went in-
to the Country.  Thus I ferv’d him for the Cat’s-
Foot, and burn’d my Fingers to get the Cheftnuts
which he eat.  When the Gold was melted, we
went and had an Effay made of it, and receiv’d for
it about eleven Guineas, of which | had about
feven Pound, and hc had the Reft: I laid out
moft of mine in Cloaths, {o that when I was ap-
prehended I was extreamly poor: But however, I
was carried before Sir 7. Gonfon, and feveral othey
Juftices who were met at Juftice Rialtes’s in St
Margaret’s Church-yard, and by Juftice Cofton
committed to the Gate-houfe firft, and after to
Newgate, and at the Seflions enfuing was found
Guilty to the Value of 39s. There I lay under
Sentence of Traniportation neat fix Months before
my Facher would ceme near me, or fend me any
Relief; but at laft upon my Promiies ot becoming
a new. Man, and entirely leaving off all Company
who were my former Acquaintance, and being
intirely fuled by him, He at the Lxpence of much
Time, Money, and many Fricnds, procured the
Sentence to be revers’d, and I was burnt in the
Hand; and then paying my Fees, he took me
Home once more: And had [ continued with him,
I might have boen as happily cftablifhed, and in
s much Credit as if no fuch Thing had ever hap-
G pened
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pened. But Home and I could never agrée after
~we had once been afunder: Add to this, that my
Father laid more Reftraint upon me now than
ever, and I could lefs endure it, tho’ I {ubjeted
my felf out of Gratitude as much as poffible, yet
it would fometimes appear whether 1 would or
1o.

IConTi1xvueEDat Home {feven Months, but
on the Sunday before Whitfunday, my Father de-
fired me to go to his Landlord to ask fome Quef-
tion: I went, but coming back again, I met an
Acquaintance whom I had not feen for a grea
while, and we muft drink together; fo we went
_to the Houle of a third Perfon whom he had pro-
.mifed to pay a Vifit to that Day, and we fat down,
and a great Bowl of Punch was made, and we
drank that, and another, and {fo long, till the
Room went round with us, and we had not Reafon
cnough left to know whether it was Night or Day
when we went from thence, for we were both
unwilling to go home: And being both of a Mind,
we rambled about all that Night, and the next
Day we went to the Mulberry-Garden, and there
we went to Dancing, and thus we pafs’d beft Part
of that Day; and in the fame Manner we lived
till the }#hitfun Iolidays were over: And as long as
I could beg or borrow, (for I had not yet begun
to fteal) I lodged in Hanging-Sword-Court,
Fieet-Street. And one Day I was invited by a
Perfon, for whom I had a great Refpect, to take
a Walk, which I would have left any Thing to do,
but was at a Lofs for Want of Money ; but re-
membring that therc wasa Trunk in my Room

where [ had feen my Landlady put fome Linnen I
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I went home, and opening it with an old Nail
which I found in the Chimney, I took out two
Shirts of my Landlord’s, and a Prayer-Book, which
I pawn’d for §s. 6d. and returned to my Com-
pany; pafling that Evening with a great deal of
Pleafure and Satisfaction, and about twelve that
Night T return’d home with a light Heart; not
dreaming they had mifs’d the Linnen;, my Defign
being to put it in its Place again at the Week’s-
End, for I had hired my {elf to a Smith’s Shop
in Peter-ftreet, by Clare-market, to goto work the
next Morning : But Fortune always played the Part
of a Jilt by me in pretending to reach her Hand
to aflift me in mounting her Wheel; but if ever X
offer’d to embrace her Profer, fhe {urely kick’d me
down and trampled upon me: Such was the pre-
fent Misfortune. I was happy in the Company of
one I loved one Night, and the next Morning ftopt
and charg’d by my Landlady and her Husband
with robbing my Lodging: However I made that
up ealily, for I went with them to the Pawn-brokers,
and they paid the Money for them and took them
hoine with them; and I left my Hat and a Flute,
and what other Things 1 had there, till I thould
come and repay them., But not knowing how I
fhould get Money to do it, T ruminated on feveral
Projects; but at laft concluded to re-vifit the Cof-
fee-Houfe, in Chancery-Lane, where I had been
about two Years before; which I executed that
Night by going down the Area, and finding the
Kitchen Window open, I enter’d, and took away
as many Things as T pawn’d for near thirty Shillings,
and had done more Mifchief, had I not been dif-

turb’d by a Maid Servant who came down and
G 2 oblig'd
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oblig’d me to make myIxit the fame Way T enter’d,
and with much morc Fercipication. However Fgot |
away without bemg ftop’d, althoughI was feen by
her and anorher Perion, who was a Servant in the
Ncighbourhood of which in its Place.  But how-
ever, as foon as People were up, I went and dif-
pos’d of the Things, and went and paid my Land-
lady, and had my Things again.

A~ p now having no Lodgings, I usd to go
about like a Wolt feeking for Prey: And my
Cloaths being in Pawn, 1 look’d juit like (what |
now to my unipcakable Sorrow am) a Newgate-
Bird ; baving an old black Coat on, and a foul
Shirt, and a fourler Heart,

T u e laft Money being all gone; T went one
Night and revifited that unhappy Ofhice in Cancery-
Lane, of which 1 have {poken,  but fopnd nothing
but two or three Books, and {o came out again,
and fold them for half a Crown ; and that kept me
that Day, and at NightI went into the Hole under
the Stairs again as it I was refolv’d to run directly
into the Mouth of Danger: For a Man who lodg-
es above Stairs, coming in to go to Bed, about
two in the Morning, faw me, and laid, hold of me,
and called Mr. Reynolds, the Mafter of the Zawveri.
They {ent for my Father, who rifing out of his
Bed, came to them ; and he promifing I fhould be
forth-coming in the Morning, they deliver’d me
into his Keeping, and he took me home ; and when
we were at home, he ask’d me about the Coffee-
Houfe, {aying, the Maid and another bhad both ae-
feribed me juft as Iwas, [etting afide my W ig,
which, they laid, was either my own Hairy or 4
#hig made of nty own Hairy and that it was black,

| Howecvc
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However [ deny’d very ftiffly that I knew any thing
either of that or robbing the Office ; and when Mr,
Rejnolds was up, my Father went to him, and
brought him to our Houfe, and he talk’d with me
himfelf: Telling me that he was {forry 1 fhould be
fufpe@ed of any fuch Thing after {o great a De-
liverance. But1 deny’d my Knowledge of any
Thing 1 was charg’d with, and perfifting ftrongly
in my Innocence, he faid, be bop’d it was as I
fzid : But however he would have me go away
from hence, for the Maflers in Chancery had or-
der’d him to profecute me, or they would leave his
Houfe, and have their Office fomewhere elfe : But
he faid, be wouid talk with them, and endeavosnr 19
perfwade them I was innocent . And defiring meé
to take Carc of my Actions, he went away ; and
my Father after exhorting me to have my Creatot
in my Mind, and to go to work honeftly for my
Subfiffance, without ufing any unlawful Means. [
promifing him I would, telling him, that I had
hired my [elf to a Smith’s, as I have told before,
but my Landiord detained me ( for be bad heard of
that, and ask’d me about it.) So taking my Leave,
he bid me have a.Caré of my felf: And I went
away to Mr. Harvey, the Smith, in Milford-Lane,
taking a Lodging juft by, and agreeing to go to
work with him the next Morning ; but that Nighg
my Father’s Man came to my Lodging, and told
me that I had no Bufinefs to ftay there, for there
was a Warrant out to apprehend me, by Order of
the Mafters, who were very angry with Mr. Rey-
nolds for lerting me go ; and if I ftaid in Town Y
fhould be taken: Upon which I promifed him ¥
L would
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would go into the Country ; and we parted, and
1 thifted, about for fome Time. |
B v T going one Night towards the Loudon-Spaw
to lie down under a,Hay-rick, my ufual Lodging
when I had no Money, it being on a Saturday
Night, the Watchmen of Clerkenwell {coured the
Fields, and carried all they found to New-Prifon,
of which I was one. And the next Morning we
were carried befare a Juftice, who difcharged thofe
that gave him any tolerable Account of them-
felves ; and I amongft the Reft : But for my Fees
I lay till next Saturday, when a charitable Gentle-
man, whofe Name is D—#s, a Hofier in the Strand,
towards Charing-Crofs, came and difcharg’d me
and feveral other Perfons, who only lay for their
Fees. And whefi* I would have rcturned him
Thanks, He badgme thank God, and take Care how
I got into Trouble again; faying, if God bhad not
put it into his Mind to do f[uch a charitable ACF,
be bad not been able to do it of bimfelf. |
Away I went then, and being in great Dif-
¢refs, Twent to a Houfe, ’twas the Sign of the
1orid’s- End betwixt Chelfea, and the Earl of Pe-
terboroygh’s-Houfe, in the Road to Fulbam, and
got into the Back-Kitchen through the Pantry, in
the Night, from whence I took fome Brafs, to
about the Value of feven or eight Shillings, “and
for which 1 had not above three Shillings and Six-
pence; but could not get into the other Part of the
Houlfe. '
- A~ that being gone, I'went the next Night
but one to a Houfe in the fame Road, but farther
on: From whence I took two Dozen of Plates,
tome Linnen out of a Tub of Water, and ai}:aoux:
| CVCI
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feven Dozen Penng Papers of Tobacco and came
away, and thefe fetch’d little more than ten Shil-
lings ; for the Linnen was full of Holes, andthé.
Tobacco I took out of the Papers, and fold loofé
for a meer Trifle. | '
B ur thenext Booty was better, for going in=
to the Sign of the Royal Sovereign in Whetfion s
Park, that End next Queen s-firect, kept by Mr.
Wali, 1 broke open his Till, and a Cupboard in
the Bar, and got about fifteen Shillings and Six-
pence in Half-pence, eighteen Shillings and Six-
pence in Silver, and a Piece of Gold worth fix
Shillings and Three-pence, one Dozen and a half of
Plates, a Bottle of Salts tip’d with Silver, a Hat, .
and fome other Trifles; and having difpofed of
the Plates, &Jc. Ihad about two Pound {even Shile
lings. And that Day I redeemed my Clothes, tell-
- ing my Acqnaintance the Money was lent me by
a Friend, who did, that in order that I fhould go
down to my Grandfather, who livid in 2orkfbire,
fhewing a Letter at the fame time, as from him,
but whichI had written myfelf, which invited me
down with great Profeflions of Kindnefs for me.
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Loviﬂg Grand(on, B

¢ OURS I have received, and am glad to

£ hear you arein good Health, as I am at
¢ prefenty (God beprais’d for it.) But as for what
¢ you fay about coming down, I don’t mind it,
¢ becaufe your Father and you have both promifed
* that 1 fhould fec you here, ever fince [ was at

¢ Lone
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* London, wheniyou liv'd in Panton-fireet, and you
* have not been as good as your Words ; yet I,
* and all your Relations will make much of you,
© for my Dear Daughter M—~—-’s fake. Your
¢ Uncle M — is very ill, but we hope with
* God’s Affiftance he will do well again: But
® poor Z-—— has been dead ever fince laft
* Chriftmas ; I have fent you a Token by
¥ —— our Carrier, whom I have ordered to bring
 you down, if you are willing, and bear your

®* Charges.’

Tour
Loving Gmfzdfarber;
g1l Death,
. - M— K—.

. 1 having writ it in an odd fcrawling Hand, and
¢ounterfeited the Poft Mark, no-body thought
any other but that it came from ~—, where
I pretended ; {o that this paffed very well.

' Now I had courted a young Woman of very
gfeat Merit for fome time, upon honourable Terms,
with whom I came acquainted after the following
Manner.

- I went one Evening to fee a Youth with whom
I was intimate ; and being his Birth-Day, his Mo-
ther (as fhe was for fome Years accuftomed to do
on that Day) gave an Entertainment; and he had
been to my Lodging to invite me to make one of

the Guefts; but not being at home I heard no-
- | thing
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thing of it till T came there; whereupon T return=
ed home and fhifted myfelf, and return’d, where
was about Twelve or Fourteen Friends and Ac-
quaintances; and after Supper there was a kind
of Ball, which continued till about One in the
Morning ; and I ftanding up to Dance, chofe her
for my Partner, and we danc’d a Minzer, which
fhe performed on her part with an exceeding
Grace, and then returned to her Seat, and me-
thought 2s the fat amongft the Reft of the Ladies,
they ferv’d only as a Foilto a Diamond, to make
her Beauty more Conipicuous, which I having the
Honour to condué her home, I told hier as'much,
adding, that I fbould think it the luckieff Adven-
ture which could bave arricved to mey if fhe won’d
permit me to be ber bumble Servant, &c. She with a
Wit equal to her Beauty, anfwer'd, Zhat as fbe
bad givven me the Trouble of coming [o far out of
iy Way on ber Account, fhe was very willing to
contribute what lay in ber Power to divert me, and
that fbe was glad to fee we 1 (o jocofe a Temper g
but adding, ironically , That fhe conid not afford
to keep a Servant, neither could f[be tell how to
manage one ; efpecially [uch a One as I was, who
was givven fo much to Flattery in fo grofs a Man-
wer. In fuch kind of Didcourfe we pafled the Time,
and were got to her Mother’s before we were a-
wate ; and having unwillingly taken my Leave
I went home, but could not fleep for the laft
Night’s Adventure, being o decply fix’d in my
Heart, 1 gotup early and wrote the following
Letter.

H | Faireft
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Farreft of your Sex,

CPERMIT me to lay at your Feet, a Heart
entirely devoted to your Beauty, and which
¢ is incapable of any other Paffion than Love, un-
¢ lefs you by Cruelty caufe Grief to ufurp his
© Throne. But {tay, I am going to difpoie of
¢ what 1 bhave not ; my Heart fled from me laft
¢ Night, and has taken Refuge in your Breaft;
¢ Tdo not envy it, but would participate with its
¢ Happinefs, which is {o infinite, as wereI a King,
¢ I wou'd leave my Dignity to enjoy with vou in
¢ a Cottage. O! don’t frown upon me leaft you
¢ thereby kill me, who only defires to live to con-
¢ vince you, how much he is your Adorer, and

¢ humble Slave.’
FOSEPH POWIS.

- T'o this T had no anfwer, and going to my
Friend, T ask’d his Advice how I fhould proceed,
for I was but a Novice in an Affair of this Nature,
and he knew not much more than I ; but he told
me, that I bad beft talk to ber, for fhe did not
mind ncnfenfical romantick Epiftles, baving as ma-
wy [ent by one or auother, as wow’d fill a Sack almofl,
and he knew fhe wowd wmot anfwer any ; 1 wasa
little picqued at my Friend’s giving my Piece of
amorous Rhetorick {fuch a degrading Title, and
left him abruptly, and went to her Mother’s, who
being gone out, | had the Opportunity of neartwo
Hours Converfation with her alone, and I obtain-
cd Leave to {fec her when Opportunity ferv’d, and

tell her my Paffion, which fhe did difdain to hear,
. till
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till I gain’d by T'ime and Importunity fuch En-
couragement from her, {o as bid me hope I was
not indifferent to her ; and I preffing her for her
Confent to make me compleatly Happy, fhe gave
me to underftand, after fome Denials, that the had
no Averfion to either me, or my Propofal ; but as
I had fhewed her the Letter, and told her I ex-
pected fomething confiderable from his Promifes,
and Profeffions of Love and Kindnefs; not only -
in this Letter but formerly. She wou’d have me
go down and fee what he would do for me, and
army return, if I continued in the {fame Mind,
her Confent fhould not be wanting, even though
it were the Day following my Arrival. 1 was at
this Declaration in fuch an Extacy of Joy, that I
had not' Power to thank her, (inexpreflible Plea-
fure and Satisfaction, being like a great Multi-
tude of People firiving to go thro’ a narrow Paf~
fage, where all preffing to get forth at once, do
{fo wedge each other, that even thofe who are next
the Door can’t get out) However, recovering
myfelf, I told her, that fhe was unkind to make
that Suppofition, for it was impoffible that ever I
could change, tho’ all the World were to join their
Endeavours to make me prove Falle ; not the Glit-
tering of Wealth could do it-; adding, that I wifb’d
Ihaa a Crown for ber Sake, I won’d lay both that
and 1myfelf at ber Feet ; then I appointed the Day
when I would go, and mentioning that I fhould
be unealy when from her {o great a Diftance, leaft
fome happy Rival fhould {upplant me in her Af-
feCtions ; fhe let me to underltand, thar fhe pre-
ferred me to all bey Pretenders, of which there wero

feveral. 1 beg the Reader to excufc my dwelling
I 2 fo
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{o long upon a Subjed which is {o delightful, tha
I cou’d indulge myfelf therein forever, were I not
interrupted by refleCting that I have irrecoverably
loft in her the Delight of my Soul, which affeéts
me with {o much Melancholy, that 1 am at pre-
fent almoft drowned in a Deluge of Tears, which
hinder me for a while ~—. But to proceed,
having no Money left, I borrowed a Crown of a
Friend, and in order to repay it again before I
went my pretended Journey ; I got into a Houfe
in Rownd-Court, and getting open the Till, T found
therein a half Guinea, and no morc Money of any
Sort ; but I took away a black Hood, a Silk Hat,
~a Woman’s Cap, a Handkerchief, and {fome other
Trifles, for which 1 had half a Crown. And go-
ing to{ce my Miftrefs and take my Leave of her ;
this being the Day on which T was to fet out, I
paid the Crown, and breakfafted with her, and
took my Leave and we parted ; they verily think-
ing I was gone to thelnn, and {o on my Journey.
- Heg r e the Reader may perhaps ask, what was
my Intention in pretending to go when I knew
the Letter was not real ? T'o this T anfwer, that
fimnding I had brought myfelt to this Dilemima, |
refolved to be incognito till T had met with {ome
Prize that was confiderable, and then returning to
{ay, that sty Grandfather bad given me that ; and
thus I was deceiving Mankind, and endeavouring
to deceive myfelf alfo; which as it was all my
" own doing, I can blame no-body clfe for the Con-
-~ fequence fo fatal to me. |
- Wwue~ I was gone, an unufual Melancholly
{feiz’d me, which 1 endeavour’d to fhake off by
eetting into Company; and at Night I went{to
ce
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fze the Beggar’s Opera, and the Mock Dolfor: But
when Capt. Mackbeath came fetter’d upen the
Stage, I fell into a greater Melancholly than be-
fore, as if my Mind prefag’d the Misfortune I was
to be under, of being what he only perfonated,
;,¢. a Condemn’d Man. *

Bu r I went to an Inn that Night, and calling
for half a Quartern of Brandy, I drank that, and
defiring them to fhew me a Bed, I found my felf
much better, next Morning, by the Affiftance of
Reft, but did not attempt auy thing that Week 3
but the next Mouday Night, or rather Tuefday
Morning, it being about three o’Clock in the
Morning, I got into the Shop of Mrs. Price, a
'Cook, at the Upper-End of Flower-de- Luce-Court,
from whence I took a large Copper Difh, and 3
Brafs one, feveral Pewter Difthes and Plates, five
Silver Tea-Spoons, a fett of China, and a large
Table Cloth, &€¢. which yielded me juft a Guinea:
For 1 being well drefs’d, went to a Silver-fmith’s,
and fold the Spoans for their intrinfick Value ; but
the other Things I {old to one who buys all forts
of ftolen Goods: Which fort of People always
get more than Cept per Cent. by every Thing which
goes through their Hands; and who, amongft
T'hieves, are call’d Fence’s, which T learned whilft
a Prifaner in Newgate. For when T was at Liberty,
though I was a Thief, 1 never kept any Thieves
Company ; but if ever any {fuch, or whom I ima-
gin'd to be {o, came where I was at any Time, I
always went directly away.

Anp coming by Newgate, it came into my
Head to call and {ee fome of the Prifoners who

yemained there ever fince my Enlargentent, which
i
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I did, and {pent amongft them about feven Shil-

lings in two Hours, and then came away ; little

dreaming Ifhould return thither in two Days againft

my Will. And meeting two young Women whom

I knew, 1 ask’d them where they were going;

they replied, t0 Hampflead Fair, it being the Firft
of Auguft: Upon which we join’d Company, and
went thither; and in the Fair we met my Mfftref-
fes Companion and Confident, who being in my
Intereit, I cafily won, with good Words and a plau-
fible Excufe, to fay nothing of her Adventure, or
having feen me that Afternoon. I being {uppos’d
to be then at a great Diftance ; and at the Fair I
fpent upwards of twelve Shillings and Six-pence
more: For when I came home 1 had not Eighteen~
pence left, and coming out of the Fair, the was
taken from us by four Men, whith whom I {fcuffled
fo long, till 1 could frarcely open my Mouth, or
ftand uvpright, for they knock’d me about like a
Tennis Ball, {o that I was at laft forc’d to quit
them ; and they put her into a Coach, and drove
towards London, too faft for me to purfue ; So that
I being likewife unwilling to leave the Company
with whom I came out, T condudted them home,
and then arriv’d at my Lodging about One in the
Morning ; and betwixt the Blows I got, and weari-
nefs, and the Liquor together, 1 flept till near
Noon ; and getting up, I came to a Houfe, and
fent for the Perfon whom T loft the laft Night,
being defirous to know how fhe got home: Word
was brought that the was not at home, nor would
be till towards Night ; whereupon I went away,
about ten that Night, being the Second of Auguf,
Y went to the Sign of the Black-Raven in Fetter-
| t er?”(’j
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Lane, and fent one for her: But fhe was not yet
come home; fo I call’d for Tobacco, and drank
rwo Pints of Beer, and as I fat, I faw the Land-
lord, Fofeph Brewer, change two or three Guineas,
and when he put his Hand into the Drawer, it
founded as if there was a large Quantity of Money
therein, which T immediately coveted to become
Mafter of;; and looking about, I faw the Key
which faftened the Pin of the Cellar Door, which
I took out fo far, that upon turning the Pin it
would fall out: And it being near twelve, 1 {aid,
fbe wor't come to Nighty let me have a Glafs of
Brandy ; then paying my Reckoning, 1 went away,
and about two that Morning I came up the Lane,
and ftaid till the Watchman, who ftood at Brewer’s
Window, went to cry the Hour; and then turning
the Pin, the Key dropt out, by which MeansI got
the Cellar Door open, and got into the Houfe, As
foon as I was in, 1 endeavour'd to get the Door
open, in order to put the Bar up in its Place again;
but not being able to effet that, by Reafon it was
lock’d, and the Key was not there; fo that I was
going to get out again, but the Watchman being
{o near that I could not withour his perceiving me,
which made me wait in Hopes that he would not
fee the Bar, but might pafs ir.  But, to my great
Surprize, I found he faw it; for I heard him call,
Mr. Brewer, your Cellar Hindow is open: He an-
fwered him again, wel, do you flay there till 1
come down, and fee that no Body goes oyt : Upon
that I ran to the back Door, and opening that, I
went into the Yard, and got over a Wall into Mrs,
Aflbley’s Yard, and was going to proceed into the
next Yard, which was a Carpenter’s, but the
Partition
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Partition between the two Yards being only thin
Boards, made a Noife in my mounting over, {o
that a Woman who lay backwards heard it, and
put her Head our, which obliged me to retreat:
By that Time Brewer was come into the Yard, and
I crept under a Kind of a Drefler in Mrs. A/bley’s
Yard, where ¥ then was, and lay there for about
half a Minute, when one came into the Yard, and
looking round, cty’d, bere’s 10 Body ; but fpying
one of my Feet, be cry’d, Ob, kere be is, bere he
is: And in a Moment the Yard was full of People,
who began to demolith my Fortrefs, the Dreffer;
and I putting my Head out, was going to {peak;
when T felt a Blow on my Head which laid me
fenfelefs, and they had repeated their Blows as
¥ lay ; for when I came to myfelf I had three
Holes in my Head, in each whereof you might
- put the End of your Finger ; coming a little to my
felf, 1 {aid, for God’s Sake don’t Murder me, feeing
I dow’t refiff ; vpon which one took hold of my
Hands, and another took hold of my Collar, and
wete going to lift me up, when I felt fomething
go thro’ the Calf of my Leg, and turning my
Head, I faw a rufty narrow Sword which was
.thruft into my Right Foot quite to the Bone,
and juft then they lifted me up, but I not able
to ftand, had like to have fell down again, if they
had not fupported me, and whillt I ftood I faw
the Sword which had done me the Injury, in the
Hands of a Man called Patrick, who is a Ser-
vant to Brewer, and he thruft at me again as I
ftood, but I was aware of it, and turn’d myfelf
a little, and bore the Sword away with my Hand,

fo that it did not enter, but only graz’d along,
of
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of which there rémains a Scar near fix Inches long,
and he made two more Thrufts which both went
thro’ my Coat-Sleeve, but did me no other Da-
mage 3 and then the People who were about me
wou’d not let him do it any more, but carried
me into a Houfe, and I fat down and undid my
Stocking, and holding the Calf of my ILe: hard
with my Hand, the Blood {fpun out as freely as
it does when a Man is let Blood in the Arm ; and
when Lhad let it bleed as long as I thought proper,
I boind my Handkerchief round it, and they car-
ried me to the Compter, where I lay with my
Wounds all bleeding till about Ten a-Clock in the
Forenoon, and then they fetch’d mé before Sir
William Billers, who committed me to Newgate,
and then I had my Wounds dreft as well as they
could 'in that Place, and lay till Seffions, which
wa}i five Weeks from the Time of my coming
firit. '

At the Seffions I was arraign’d and try’d, and
feveral Things were produced in Court, viz. five
Pick-Locks, two Spikes, a Quarter of a Pound of
Wax Candle, a Pair of long Sciffars, which I had
about me when I was taken ; and laftly, the Pim
of the Window, which one —— a
Fellow {wore, he took it out of my Pocket;
but I verily believe he convey’d it there himf{elf,
In order to have it to {fwear againlt me, for I do
not know how it came there, nor do I remember
that I touch’d it after 1 laid it upon the Brench,
juft within the Window whereat 1 cnter’d : Hows
ever, I was Capitally convicted, notwithitanding
I made the moft artful Defence I was capable of ;

for my Profecutor informed the Court, that I was
I caft
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caft for 'Tranfportation before, and it being not
above a Year ago they had it freth in Memory;
all I faid for myfelf did not avail, and having no
Witnefles to call, either for any Facts or my Re-
putation, it was fo much the Worfe, for my Fa-
ther wou’d not own me, nor hear from me ; and
if I write any Letters he wou’d not receive them,
if they were received in his abfence he orderd
them to be burn’d ; this was on the firft Day of
Seffions that I was carried to the Cells.

WaerE being arrived I wrote the following

Letter to upon my being Caft.

I L L -
o W e "" ! k| M'i‘!"' - v

Dear ,

¢ A FTER a Trial which lafted betwist two

and three Hours, I was brought in Guilty,
Death, and was put into the Bail-Dock, and in
about three Hours brought to the Cells, where
I now am, a fad Example of the Inftability of
Fortune; for juft as I was mounting towards the
'Top of her Wheel, and thought myfelf in all
human Probability, juft upon the Point of be-
ing the happieft Man in the World ; fhe like an
inconfiftant Miftrefs, gave me a Kick with her
Foot and down I fell, and I now lye under her
Feet, not knowing whether 1 fhall ever {fur
mount this Stroke. It is not Death that troubles
me, but the Injuries I have done you undefign-
edly, in bringing the Cenfure of the World up-
on you, who will refle¢t upon you on my Ac-

count ; to remove which, I would be contented
&
(o
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¢ o fuffer the crueleft Death that could be inflict-
< ed upon him; whowill with his Jaft Breath con-

¢ tinue to profefs himfelf,
Youy
Unhappy bumble Servant,
And fincere Admirer,

Josepu Powrs.

L
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Mr. Pow 1s,

CI AM heartily forry for your Misfortune, and
with it were in my Power to do you any Service ;
¢ I beg you wou’d not make yourfelf uneafy upon

‘ my account, but compofe yourfelf, and prepare

¢ for the Worft that may happen, and don’t caft
¢ yourfelf down ; you may overcome this Mif~

¢ fortune and regain what you have loft, and if I

¢ can affift you upon any account in going any
‘ where, you may depend upon me, who am ready

¢ upon all Occafions to prove myfelf,
Lour

Faithful Friend, —— .

I 2 AND
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A w p the laft Day being Monday the 11th of Sep-
tember, 1732, L was brought dowa to receive Sen-
tence of Death, and being ask’d by the Judge,
what T had to {av, why Sentence fhould not pafs
upon me? I delivered the following Speech Ex-
tempore to the Honourable Court.

6]' A M defcended of honeft and reputable Pa-
rents, who gave me a liberal Education, and
' inftilled in my Breaft the Principles of Religion
and Virtue, and always endeavoured to create in
me, an Abhorrence of any thing that was bafe,
or would bring an Odium either on myfelf, or
Family.’ |

‘ Nerruer bave I a natural or habitual
Tendency to a vicious Courfe of Life. The
former Misfortune in which T was involved, was
caus’d by my Confidence of a falfe Friend, who
left the Things which he had ftolen in my Cu-
ftody, and efcaped the Misfortune which light
upon me. In this for which I am now brought
before your Lordfhip ; neither my Will nor my
Reafon was concerned, 1 was hurricd on to the
Commiffion thereof by the Difguife of Liquor,
and fome ftrange Fatality againft which, 1 fhould
have been more guarded had T been {fober; 1
would not be hereby thought to urge my In-
nocence: No, my Lord, I own I delerve Pu-
nifhment, for laying my{clf open tofucha Temp-
tation ; but humbly beg, my Lord, that Juftice
may be allay’d with Mercy, that my Punifh-
ment may be fuch, that 1" may live to make
the World amends for any Faults [ either have,

or am fupposd to have committed. My Logdf

¢
s
<
¢
-

TN S R A8 &8 A AN A AN AN



Josern Powrs, €oc. 68

¢ 1 am of an Occupation which enables me to
{upport myfelt creditably, without having re-
courfe to any mean or bale Arts to the Detri-
ment of Mankind ; wherefore,” I moft humbly
intreat your Lordfhip and this honourable Court
to take pitty on my tender Years; and ta repre-
fent my Cafe {o favourably to his Majefty, that
this terrible Sentence of Death, which I now
" am under may be chang’d to Banifthment, tho’
‘ for Life: And I do fincerely Promife and affure
‘ your Lordfhip, that the reft of my Life fhall
‘ be employed in returning God and your Lord-
“ thip Thanks for the Mercy which is fhewn to
* me. And now having faid what I have to fay,
¢ humbly fubmit my{elf to your Lordfhip’s Mercy.

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

ArTEer receiving Sentence the Court broke
up, and we being remanded back to Newgate.
The beautifyl ----- plac’d herfelf clofe by the
Door of the Bai/-Dock, and as I came out, fhe
caught hold of my Hand and burft into Tears,
which caus’d {fuch a violent Emotion in me, that
unable either to vent or {upprefs my Grief, [ was
oblig'd without {peaking to hafte away ; and
coming to the Cells after fitting a while, I recol-
le¢ted how abruptly I had left her, to excufe
which, I wrote the following Letter.

My Deareft .
¢ Y HE kind Concern you exprefs'd for one {0
unworthy of it, had fo ftrong an LEffe}
* upon me, that my Grief grew too big ; z:nd I
- - nog
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¢ not able to vent ir, was oblig’d to Leave you in
¢ that abrupt Manner ; for had I ftaid, I had funk
¢ down in the Place, without being able to {peak
¢ a Word ; but I came to my Cell, and after I had
¢ fat a little, a kind fthower of Tears relieved my
aflited Heatt, which was ready to break, and
then I remember’d how I had left you; which
were inexcufable, were it not that mv Misfor-
tunes plead in my Behalf, which embolden’d me
to intreat you wou’d pardon it ; in hopes wherg-
of, I conclude myfelf, |

s
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Tour
Afflicted,
Humble Servant.
J. Powuis.

A np at the fame Time I wrote the following
to another Perfon, to Mr. F——1,

Dear Friend,

(™7 OU have doubtlefs heard my fad Misfor-
tune of being condemn’d to die, which

* alafs! I have too jultly deferv’d ; but for which
* Yam exceedingly forry, and as I heartily repent,
* God who knows the Secrets of all Hearts, may
per-
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¢ perhaps incline his Majefty to fpare my Life. -
¢ If I die, I heartily with I may warn by my
¢ Example, all young Men from committing thofe
¢ Follies, which have precipitated me into thefe
¢ Streights. I go every Day to Prayers in the
¢ Chappel, and we are lock’d up by Mr.
¢ Aufiin, who is faid, by the common Report
¢ of the Prifoners, to be a very fevere Man,
¢ which made me entertain Fears of being ill us’d
¢ by him ; but contrary to my Expectation, I
¢ find him to be a very charitable and good Man;
¢ and if he exercifes any Severity, ’tis on Fellows
¢ turbulent and untractable Spirits, on whom good
¢ Ufage wou’d be thrown away ; for toa quiet
¢ Perfon, he behaves with the utmoft Humanity,
¢ as I by Experience have prov’d. I humbly beg
‘ you wou’d excufe my unfair Ufage, in bringing
¢ you fuch a bafe and dithoneft Friendfhip, in re-
¢ turn for yours, which I believe was fincere and
¢ honourable ; which if you will grant it, will
“ much contribute to the Peace of,

Tour forrowful,
Unbappy Friend,
J. Powrs.

P. §. T fhould be glad to fee you at Chappel the
firlt Opportunity, having fomcthing to {ay which
I don’t care to commit to Writing, lcaft it fhould

fall into bad Hands. .

Negx=z
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- Next Morning be-times, I received this fol-
lowing. *
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¢ Y AM inform’d that you fhou’d get {fome Friend

to deliver a Petition in your Behalf, which
wou'd do you Service ; I defire you wou'd get
¢ fome Advice about it, and let me know if I, or
¢ any of my Friends can do any thing about it; if
® any thing liesin my Power, I fhall by my En-
 deavours thew how much I Value your Life,
“ and wou’d even to the Hazard of my own,
* prove that I really am,

Tour
Sincere and

Loving Friendy —— —,

To Mi. , on hearing that a Woman
reported I was married to her.

- Worthy Sir,

61‘ A M very credibly inform’d, that (fince my
Misfortune of being condemned) one E/iZa-
¢ beth Seymour, alias Lambeth, alias fomething

. elfe, which I can’t at prefent recolleét, who livd
fomes
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fomewhere in the Neighbourhood in which my

Father lives, in St. Duuflaw’s Parith, (and isa
notorious common Strumpet) has {pread a Re=
port that fhe is married to me. I thought it pro-
per to endeavour to juftify my{felf to you, hop-
ing when you have read this, will defend me
againft a Report, which Hurts my Reputation
more than it is already; and likewile reflects
upon my Senfe and Tafte, I therefore declare,
upon the Word of a Dying Man,and by allmy
Hopes of Mercy, at the Great Day of Judge-
ment, that Report is Falle and Scandalous ; not
only actually, but alfo intentionally, for I never
had one tranfitory Thought tending thereto; and
had fuch a Thing been ever propos’d to me, I
thould have rejeéted it with {corn : And may I
receive Mercv, or Condemnation, from the Tre-
mendous Majefty of Heaven, according to the
Truth or Falfehood of what 1 have wrote here

toyou ; fo defiring your Prayers, I remain for

the thort Time I expelt to live,
Tonr
Sincere Friend,

And humlble Servant,

T Pow 1.
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 To Myrs. N——y.

Madam,

CY WAS thinking this Morning aftcr I came
down from Chappel, upon my prefent Con-

¢ dition, and I compar’d myf{elf to Pharaol’s Offi-
¢ cers in the Prifon: One of whom . E. the
¢ Chiet Butler, was reftored to bis Lord’s Favour,
¢ and the other who was the Baker was hang’d ;
¢ and wifhing that I might efcape the Fate of the
“ Latter, without defiring any other than the Mean
¢ betwixt both. I became {o droufy that I was
¢-not able to keep my Eyes open, {o 1lay down
€ to fleep, and dream’d that we were all Jed to
- . fomg.Blace of Execution, which was near the
¢ Water-fide ; and as we went along, we came to a

¢ . Place. where his Majefty was Landing ; being I
¢ thought, juft arriv’d, and there were feveral,
¢ Gentlemen and Ladies in his Retinue ; methought
© I broke from thofe who were appointed to
© Guard me, and ran to the Place where his Ma-
¢ jelty ftood, without Oppcfition, and Proftrating
¢ myfelf, humbly befought for Mercy, who look’d
“ at me, and went on the other Side of an open
¢ Square, where they ftood, and faid nothing in
* Anfwer to my Requeft. Butone of the Ladies
“ {aid to another, who ftood by her, zhat I fbouid
© have Addreffed myfelf firff to ber, which me-
¢ thought I over-heard ; upon which 1 arofe up,
“rand turning myfclf towards her, was juft going
%210 intreat her to interceed with his Majefty in my
% Behalf ; when one of the Waiters came and o0-

" pen'd
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‘ peh’d_ the Door of my Cell which wak’d me. I
“ {end this to you becaufe I have heard you very.
¥ juftly and. reafonab% defend the Significancy of
‘ Tuch Warnings and Foreknowledges, which the
* Soul of .Man is employ’d in, during its abfence
* from -the Body by Inftances of this Kind, and
‘ it made the fironger Impreffion upon me, by
¢ Reafon that the Lady had the Refemblance of
¢‘the Gharming ———, who would not' ftay - for
“.me-to ask it, were it in her Power to do me fuch’
‘'a Favour, - .as te contribute “towards faving the

‘' Life of; - 3 & |
g ' Tour unfortinate
&}:"ij ', :.r- A . '

Humble Servant,

Josepn Powis

Be, . *
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sheAster, £ R which reflecting {ferioufly upon all my
“paftiActions; and heartily wifhing that I had fome

l‘
"

L
LS

‘Part "efimy Life to live over again, of which I
would‘make a much better Ufe thaa I have: And
after reyolving in my Mind, the miny Misfortunes
and Inconveniencies to which my awn Folly and ill
Condudt- had ‘expos’d ‘'mie, I refolv’d ' to give the
World an’ ;Account- of my whole Life; in hopes it
‘might-prove Acceptable, and alfo* Entertaining ;
and: l-pglieve’tis an Original on this Account, that
'tho’ many, have been involved in the Guilt of a
vicious Coarfe of Life by keeping bad' Company ;
yet but few before me were ever brought thereto,
E(y keeping too good Company, of which the

-aufe being Ambition, is one of the many Sins for
which

-
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vfhichl heartily. ask God and the World Forgive
nefs, wifhthg’ that this may be like a Light on th
‘Sea’ Shore to warn all young Men to fhun thof;
fatal Rocks,- wheteott T am fhipwreck’d, and tha
I ‘mdy be the laft unhappy Perfon in this kind
is the earneft Defire of, ST

| | * Jo’-{sap“_n P_f){v IS,
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- N. B. On- Wednelday, she. 1a2h of, this \Unfiant,
will be publifhed, by Johin :Applebeg Printer, the
Right and, Trua Dying-Stiedsh-of the Malefaltors,
giving an Account of all the Robberies; partis
cularly Drew’sy ahias . Jahnfony; William Shelton
the Apothecary, Highwaymen, and Charles Patrick,

ali@s Cpptain Cartouch, a Street-Robber.

t,,

a—



