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The Effigies of Edward Burnworth, alias Frazier,
drawn with his own Hand on the Second Day of
April, 1726, in the manner he lay in the Prefs
the Day before, in the Stock- Houfe in Kingfion, for
refufing to plead, wherein he continued one Hour
three Minutes, under & weight of three Hundred
three Quarters and two Pounds.,




A
TRUE and EXACT

ACCOUNT

LIV ES

EDWARDBURNWORTH alias FR A-
SIER, WILLIAM BLEWITT,
THomAS BERRY, and EMm aA-
NUEL DICKENSON, &c.

Giving an impartial Account of their Births, Pa-
rantage, Education, Converfation, Marriages,
&c. With a true Relation of the feveral Rob-
beries committed by them.

TOGETHER

With the particular Manner of their murdering
Thomas Ball; and the Reafons and Motives that

induc’d them thereto.
A ND
The Particulars of their feveral Apprehenfions for the
fame. Their Behaviour during their Confinement
both before and after Sentence of Condemnation, an
at the Place of Execation.

As the fame was taken from their own Mouths, and the
information of their Relations, Friends and Confedes

rates.

._—_—___—__“———___——
w

N O N D O N;

Printed by Jou N ApPLEBEE in Black-Fryers, and fold
by the Bookfellcrs of London and Weflspinfler, 726, -
[Price Six-Pence.] “'




TRUE 2nd EXACT

ACCOUNT1

OF THE
VES, &

LIVES, &

2% E W or none of the feveral Male-
&y fadors, who have fufferd of late
® PERZ. Years, have arriv'd at fuch aheight
Eailik of Impiety as thofe Perfons we are
" now Writing of. The natural Com-
paffion we generally fhew even to thofe Criminsls
where their Crimes will admit of any” Extenu-
ation, cannot plead in Favour of thefe un-
happy Wretches; their audacious Villanies
having render’d them the Objes of our Re-
fentment, and the national Juftice, put a Pe-

riod to the Lives of thofe, who whilft livin
| A 2 ftruck
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~ftruck a Terror into the Hearts of every honeft
- Man, and bad Defiance to the Legiflative
Power; not being content with fimple Felo-
nies, Burglaries, orthofe more daring Attempts
they frequently committed: upon innocent Per-
fons, not only in the By-paths, Roads, and
Fields, but in the more public Streets and
Parts of the Town, beth by Day and Night,
but perpetrated their Villanies, by murdering
‘thofe who any way obftructed or attempted to
impeach their Proceedings; and by forming
themfelves into large Companies or Societies ;
out-brav’d Jiftice, and (et the Minifters there-
of ut Deflarice; till the Government itfelf was
oblig'd to exert its Authority, and by {uitable
Rewards and Encouragement endeavourd
the kipging fuch:profligate Wretches to con-
dgn Puriithment. |

EDW ARD Burnworth, alias Frafier, was
defcended of mean but honeft Parentage his
.Fathqr-'Eeing by Trade a Painter; but dying
‘whilft he was young, he was the fooner ex-
Eos’d to the -ﬂmptations of wicked Perfons;
is Mother, who is pretty well advanc’d in
Years, lives at prefent in the Park, in South-
‘wark, in a very mean State and Condition.
His Parents put him Apprentice to a Buckle-
maker, in Grub-fireet, with whom he fervd his
- Apprenticefhip 3 but f’alling into ill Company he
was a]lured and perfuaded to Accompany them ;
and in fhort tirue his Profeflion grew burthen-

fome to him, and he affe®ed a lazy idle Dif-
| pofition,

)
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pofition, and affociated himfelf amongft a Crew
of Pick-pockets, Thieves, &c. where he became
acquain ed with William Blewitt, ~ Emannel
Lickenfn, Thomas Berry, Fobn Legee, William
Margeram, Fobn Higgs, Fobn Willon, TFobu
Mafom, Thamas Meakins, ——— Gillingbam,
Fobn Barton, William Swift, and many

- others.
-~ Bei1NG enter’d into this Scciety, he aflum-

ed the Name of Frafier, or rather had it con-
fer'd on him before, upon this Occafion. He
being one who conftantly 1dled away his time,
even in his Prenticefhip, at the RKing 1n More-
Fields, kept by one Frafier, for Cudgel-Play-
ing, Wreftling, &c. and being very Actve at
that Exercife, the Title of young Frafier was
confer’d upon him, which he fo well feem’d to
approve of, that he rathcr chofe to go by that
Name than by that of Burnworth. RREE
BegirNgc enter’d into this Society, about
eight Years fince, he follow’d his new Employ-
ment very dilligently, in picking Pockets for
Handkerchiefs Snuff-Boxes, &c. then advanc’d
a Step higher in the Miftery of Thieving, to
fnatching Womens Pockets, Swords, &c. The
ufual Places of exercifing this Trade, was from
the qual- Fxcbﬂnge, along C. }Jé’d[)ﬁde, St. Paul's
Churchyard, Fleet fireet, and the Strand, upto
Charing-Crofs, without attempting any thing
farther, till being taken upon Sufpicion for
picking Pockets, he was committed to - New-

Prifm; but had not been long in that
place
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plaice e’er he found means to make his Ef-
Cape.

BE1NG thus at large, the Danger he had
been lately in did not deter him from follow-
ing his old vicious Courfes; and the Compli-
ments he met from his old Comrades, upon
his Efcape, embolden’d -and encourag’d him
to renew lhis Acquaintance with them; and
not judging it fafe to truft him{e}fin the power
of his Adverfaries, he endeavour’d to avoid
beinz {cen in the Day-time, unlefs in the
Company of a {ufhcient Number of his Con-
federates, but then took up a new Trade of
Pading 1t in the Fields, with fome of his
Cowpanions, to wit, Barton, Margaram, Beryy,
Blew:itt, and Dickenfon.

Howe VvER, one Night, venturing into
the Old Baily, he went privately into a Public
Houfe; and being inforin’d that {ome Perfon
belonging to the late infamoufly Famous Fone-
than T7ild, had been in Queft of him for {foine
Days paft, and underftanding that he was then
alonc in a back Room, he boldly enter’'d in
with a Piftol ready charg'd in his Hand; and
after expoftulating the Cafe with him, call’d
for 2 Glafs of Brandy, and throwing fome
Guunpowder into it, he compel’d him on
his Knces to drink the f{ame; and with
many Imprecations to {wear he would never
touch or weddle with him dire@ly or indired-
Iv, or give any manncr of Information againft
him ; after which he rctired, leaving him to
- rccover
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recover himfelf from the Terror he was under
as well as he could.

Tuat Exploit being perform’d in this Man-
ner, he retir'd himfelf for Safety amongft his
before-named Confederates, where he diverted
them with the Trick hehad put upon Fonathan’s
Foreman in Ordmary, protefting if it had
been his late Mafter himfelf he thould not have
fared one Jot better. |

I n this Method he pafs’d away the time for
fome Weeks, committing Robberies on the
High-Roads, and in the Foot-Paths, in the
Day-time, and in the Evenings; and in the
Nights and Mornings ventur’d into the Town
to break open Houfes and Shops ; at which he
grew fo dexterous that he was an equal Profi-
cient with the late Fack’ Sheppard.

T rEe Day before the Murder, hereafter
mentioned, was commiited on the Body of
Thomas Ball, this fame Burnworth, in Com-
pany with Fobn Barton, who was convicled
for another Burglary the laft Seffions, propos'd
to go and break open the Houfe of an old
Juftice of the Peace in Clerkenwell, and pitch’d
upon that Houfe rather than any other, not in
Expeation of getting a greater Booty thereby,
but in prejudice to him, becaufe he had been
before committed by him.

AccorDINGLY the Time being pitch’d
upon, about twelve the fame Night, oronein
the Morning, they began their Enterprife, and
executed it as fuccefsfully; and carry’d off divers
Things of Value, and as they then believid, a

| | confiderable
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confiderable Quantity of Plate, and made their
Retreat up into the Fields above Iflington, and
from thence to Copeniagen Houfe, where they
{pent the greatefl part of the following Day.

HE R E they began a Parution of the Booty
they had got ; but when they came to a Sur-
vey of the Plate, Burnworth perceiv’d it to be
only Brafs filver’d, and damn’d it as a thing of
no Value, would have thrown it away; Barton
opposd it, and would have i kept ; here they
differ’d ; and in the interim came Blewit, Berry,
Dickenfon, Higgs, Wilfon, Legee, and Mar-
¢aram, and joyn’d their Compary: at lalk
Burnworth and Barton agreed to Tofs up at
whofe difpofal the filver’d Ware fhould be;
they tofs’d up accordingly, and it fell to Burn-
morth to difpofe thereof as he thought fir, whe
immediately carry’d it to the New-River Side,
and threw it in there, withing he had had the
old Juftice himfelf there he fhould then have
fhar’d the fame Fate. '

BEiNG now gat Into the Fields, they
wandred up and down for fome time, not in
Expe&ation of any Booty, but in order to pafs
the time away, they not being then "in any
want of Money, not caring to venture 1nto
the Town till towards the Evening, excepting
Barton only, who quiting their Company.re-
tir’d homewards.

As they were here Amufing themfelves,
came 2 Confederate-of theirs from Cbick-Lane,
who us'd to affift ’em in the difpofing of thesx

ft:len Goods, and. brought ‘em . Word,. that
{everal
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feveral Conftables had been in the Nughbour..
hood unon the fearch for People ot their Pro-
fefiion, "and b1d ’em be Cautious how they ap-
pe.«.xrd thereabouts,

Ty 1s intimution oblig’d ’em to confult
their Sifety ; and no way was thought inore
Expedient tltan to keep in a Body, where a
{mall Forcc woull nor venture to artack ’em ;
they having thrce or four Piftols eachy and
each loaded with a [Frace of Dalls, befides {hort
Daggors hid privately under their Cloaths.

I n this Manper they {pent the Afternoon,
till about the Dusk of the Evening wheﬁ
promifii1g to {tand by and aflilt each other, n
Cife of Neccliry or Danger; they refolv’d
to venture into the Town and accordingly,
coming through Turnmili-firect. they, there
accxdentally, met the Keeper of New-Prifom
from whence, about {ix Weeks before,. hurn-
worth broke. out; he {ceing Burnworth on
the other fide of the way, cal'd o him, and
defired to ipeak to hiny  Buenworils ﬁmdmg
a lrrele tuoe 1n kul’pcncc. , the Keeper {ceing {o
many of his Comparions 2bout hin, teld han
ke necd net be under any App: her’('f“n he
only defircd to {peak two or three Words, and
would not moleflt him; to which EBurnwor:sl
reply’d with an Oah. he was not afriid of
him; that he knew how to defend himfelf;
and that ’twas not in his Power to do him zmy
Injurv; and concealing a_Fiftol in his Hand,
ftep’d crofs the Way to him, whilft his orher
{even Companions {tood ill waiting for i ;

B but

p
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but being all known, or at leaft f{ufpe@ed as
to the Bufinels they follow’d, by the Neigh-
bourhood, the People began to gather in
Crowds about them, which they feeing, called
to Surnworth to come away ; who took a fhort
formal Leave of his quondam Keeper, and
joyn’d his Companions; who finding the Mob
increa{ing upon them, thought it moft advife.
able to retreat to the kields, which they did in
a clofe Body ; but to dcter the Populice from
following them farther, they fac’d about, and
prefenting their Piftols, {wore they would fire
upon any Per{on who fhould dare to fet one
Foot farther in purfuit of them, upon which
they gave back, and fuffer’d ’em to retreat in
Safety to the Fields.

HE R E they again confulted what Courle
they thould fteer, and thought it moft advife.
able to enter another Quarter of the Town,
and then go dire@ly crofs the Water; which
Advice being approv’d of, they made directly
for the Water-Side ; and taking Boat at Black-
Fryers, crofs’d over to the Bank-fide, and from
thence refolv’d to go to the Mufick-Houfe,
expe@ing there to meet {fome other of their
Companions.

A ¥ TE R having been there fome time, they
quitted that Place, and walked together into
St. George's-Fields, where they began another
Confultation how to preferve themfelves, and
in what manner they fhould {pend the Even-
Ing,
"Twas
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T w A s here Edward Burnworth acquainted
h's Ccmpanions of the danger of their Appre-
hention 5 ard that as he believ’d from Thomas
Bali, who kept a Geneva-Shop 1n the Ming,
who having been intimately acquainted with
the Perfons of divers of them, and others of
their Confcderates, and knew therr Secrets
was attempring to a& the part of Fomarban
Wild, and betray his old Friends and Acquaint-
ance for the fake of a little Money into the
Hands of the Hangman ; and adding, ’twas
but three or four Nights before, that he the
faid B/l had attempted to take him, and had
done it, had he not made his Efcape from him
by thrufting a Piftol in his Face, and fwearing
he would fhoot him directly if he offerd to
touch him; telling them, if they would all
ftand by him and a{lift him, be would go im-
mediately and fhoot the {aid Ball through the
Head.

T H1s bloody Propofal, as {foon as offer’d
by Burnworrh, was greedily {wallow’d by all
the reft, except Higgs, who feeming to difap-
prove thereof, fo exafperated the others, that
they accufed him of Pufilanimity and Cow-
ardife; and Burnworth 1immediately advanced
at the Head of his Cownpanions, except Higgs,
who in the Dark flip’d away. |

BEIN ¢ coming to Ball’s Houfe, they en-
quir’d of his Wife for him, fhe reply’d, he was
at the next Door, a Publick-Houfe, and that
(he would ftep and call him, and went accord-

ingly 5 Burmworth immediately follow'd her,
B2 and
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and meeting, Ba/l at the Door, tock him faft
By tte Collar, and dragg’d hun into his own
Houfe, began to Expoftulate with hun the
Reaion why he had attemp.ed to take him, and
low ungenerous 1t was for him to {eck to be-
tray his old Friends and Acquraintance.

BAL L apnrehending their mifchevious In-
tentions, addrefled him'elf to blewizs, and
beg’d of him to be an Interc-flor for him, and
that they would not murder him 3 but Fum-
worth, with an Cath. reply’d, he would put it
cut of the Power of B.l ever to duv hum any
farther Injury; that he fhould never get a
Penny ty betraying him ; and thereupon 1m-
meiately thot him,

Havixc thus dene, they all went out of
Doors again, and that the WNeighbourbood
might {uppofe the fireing the Piftol to have
been done without any ill Intention, and only
to difcharge the fame; Blewitt tired another in
the Street, overthe Tors of the Houfes, {ay-
ing alond, they were got fafe into Town, and,
there was no danger of meeting with any
Rozues there. Bzll attempted to get as far as
the Door, but in vain, for he drop'd imme-
diately, and died in a few Minutes after-
wards,

HaviNnc thus executed their barbarous
Defign, they went down from Beall’s Houfe,
dire@tly towards the Faulcon, intending to crofs
the Water back again; by the way they acci-
dentally met with Higgs, who was making to
the Water-ide likewife; hin they fell upon‘i

dan
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and rated for a pufilanimous cowardly Dog,
(as Burnworth call'd him) that would defert
them inan Affair of fuch Confequence; and
then queftion’d whether Higgs himfelf would
not betray them; and Burnwortd propos’d it to
the Company to {hoot their old Comrade Higgs,
becaufe he had deferted them in their late Ex-
pedition ;3 which ’ts believed, inthe Humour
Burnwerth was then 1n, he would have done,
had not Margaram interpos’d and pleaded for
the {paring his Life.

F r oM the Faulcon Stairs they crofs’'d the
Water to Pig Stairs, and there confulting
how to {pend the Evening, they refolv’d to
g0 to the Boars Head Tavern in Smithfield, as
not being there known j and being at a diftance
from the Water-fide, in cafe any purfuit
{hould be made after them on account of the
Murder by them committed; at which Place
they continued till near ten of the Clock,
when they feparated themfelves into Parties
for that Night, @iz, one Party towards the
Royal Exchange, a fecond to St. Paul’s Churcha
yard, and the third for Temple-Bar, in purfuit
of their old Trade of Diving.

T 115 Murder made them more cautious of
appearing 1n Publick ; and Blewitt, Eerry, and
Dickenfon, {oon after fet out for Harwich, and
went over 1n the Packet-Boat from thence for
Helvoet fluice.

HIGGS, fome little time afterwards, to
prevent been difcover’d, Shin’d himfelf on

Board the Monmouth av Spithead; notwith-
{tanding
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{tanding which, he was difcover’d in this Man-
ner. His Brother here 1n Town having wrate a
Letter to him, gave 1t to aShip’s Mate to carry
with him to Spithead, he accidentally talling
into Company with one Arthur, a Watchman,
belonging to St. Sepul.bre’s Parifhy he feeing
the Letter, and knowing Higgs to have been
a Companion of Burnworrl’s, &c. went and
acquainted Mr. De lz Fuy therewithy where-
upon two Meflengers and the {aid Watchman
were fent to Spitbead ro fetchup the faid Higg s,
which they did accordingly.

WILSON forfook his Confederates, and
Abfconded, and has not been fince heard

of.
BURNWO RT H, with others of his Com-

panions, had the Audacity, not only to conti-
nue in and about the Town, daily infefting the
Roads and Fields with Robberies, but had
hikewife the unparalel’d Aflurance to attack the
E.rl of Harborough in his Chair, in Piccadilly ;
but the Chairmen with their Poles knock’d one
of his Companions down, and the Earl com-
ing out of the Chair with his drawn Sword,
they thought fit to march off, Burnwcrth him-
{cIf having firft fhot one of the Chairmen mn
the Shoulder, whereby they prevented the
Chairmen purfuing them, and had the oppor-
tunity of bringing oft their Companion, who
had been knock’d down, he having during the

Fray recover’d himf{c]Ff.
T HE sk audacious Villanies occafion’d his
Maijefty ro put out a Proclamation for the ap-
prehending
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prehending the {aid Purnwerth, Blewit, &c. it
being rightly 1magined that thofe who durit
attempt to perpetrate fuch uncommon Robbe-
ries and Villanies could be no other than the
Perfons who nad committed the aforefiid
Murder or their Confederates.

W HE N the Proclamation was publifh’d, 2
Gentleman, who had bought one of them,
going into an Alehoufe in White-Crofs-freet,
took theProclamation out of his Pocket and read
1t to the Company 3 amongft whom was Mear-
joram, tho’ no tody there knew him. He imme-
diately conjeitured fome or other of his Compa-
nions, for the {1ke of the Reward and the hopes
of a Pardon, would turn Evidence againit the
reft, and therefore refolv’d to embrace the
Opportunity; but not daring to go home, he
got out into the Fieids, and loiter’d about un-
til the Evening ; then came back to Smuthfield,
and going to a Conftable 1n the Neighbour-
hood, he told him, that being one of the Per-
fons concern’d in the Murder of Thomas
Ball, mention’d in the Proclamation of that
Day; he defired to put himfelt under his Pro-
tettion, that he might beintituled to the Brne-
fit of a Pardon, and the Reward therein fpe-
cify’d; and that he might be carried before
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, where
he would make a Difcovery of the reft of his
Accomplices.

T H E Conftable accordingly taking him into
Cuftody, he wae that Night confin’d 1n 17 oodl-
freet-Comptor, the Right Honourzble the Lord

Mavor
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Mayor not having opportunity then te examine
him ; the next Morning he was order’d to be
brought before h:s Lo'rdﬂ“l;l‘p., in order to his
Examination; where being intcrrogated, ke
made a full Confeflion of all the aftorefaid Par:
ticulars,. and gave Informaiion where Lege
might be met withy; who, according to the
Direction given by Marjeram, was apprehend:
ed in White-Crofs flrect ;, and after a long Ex-
aimination was committed to Newgate.

D u r 1N 6 this Tranfacion, the account of
Marjoram's having furrender'd humfelf was
fpread over the Town, and f{everal of s old
Companions, thinking themielves in danger.
forfook their old Habititionsy and Fobn Bar-
zon particularly, who waited near Gold-Smiths-
Hall, till he thould be carry’d before the Rizht
Hornourable the Lord Mayor ; and feeing him
coming along with the Conttable, ftep’d up
towards him with a Piftol in his Hand, cry’d,
D—zn vou, Dl fhoot yor; and immediately
fired at him.

MARFORAM feeing him come towards
him, and hearing the Words, popp’d down his
Head juft as Barton fired at him, and thereby
prevented the effe@s of the Ball which only
oraz’d upon his Back; Barten made his Efcape,
the A&ion being o fudden that no Body could
recover themfelves from the Surprize before he
got off.

T'1s believ’d Barton had receiv'd the In-
formation of Alurjoram’s having {urrendered
himfelf from their Friend in Chick-Lane, who

before
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before had gave them Notice of the danger of
their being apprehended in Iflington Fields the
Afternoon before Ball was miurder’d, and for
which piece of Intelligence Marjoram made
him a prelent of about 60 or 70 puir of
Stockings they had got out of a Hofier’s Shop
they had broke open.

THUs Blewet, Berry and Dickenfon, being
gone for Holland, Higgs on Shipboard, Wilfon
abfconded, Zegee in Newgate, and Marjoram
having {urrendered hunfelf, there now remnain-
ed only Burnworth 1n Town, and at liberty, of
the Eight Perlons mention’d 1n the Proclama-
tion, and great Endeavours were ufed to take
hira but the {fame proved ineffeQual.

NOoTwWITHSTANDING which he was {o au-
dacious as ftill to perfilt in the like wicked
Adions, and as himfelf acknowledg’d, broke
open the Houfe of Mr. Beefly, a Difliller, in
Clare-Market, from whence he took divers
Notes, to the amount of feveral hundred
Pounds, {everal Pieces of Plate and other
Goods, part whereof he afterwards threw away,
believing it to be only white Mettal, which

Fones picking up, was afterwards apprehended,
convited, and executed for; but Burnworth
deny’d that Fomes was any ways privy to the
fame, or that he ever faw or had any Know-
ledge of him before the time of his being put
into the Condemn’d Hold, after his conviction
for the faid Robbery.

ALTHO Burnworth knew the Proclamatton

was out, with a Reward of 3001, for the ap-
C prechending
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prehending him, - that feveral of his Compani-
ons were fled, and others in Hold, he feem’d
to defy all attempts to take him, and had the
audacity one Morning to go into a Publick
Houfe near Holborn Bridge, where he vras
known, and fitting down by the Door, with 2
Piftol ready charg’d in his Hand, call’d for 2
Pint of Drink, which being brought him he
drank off, and throwing down three Half-pence
for the fame, went off without any farther
concern.

T HE frequent Accounts, and repeated In-
formations the Government receiv’d of his da-
ring and defying the Power of the Peace Ofh-
cers to take him, oblig’d the Magifirates to ufe
their utimoflt Efforts to apprehend him ; and
he then lodging with the Wife and Sifter of
Kitt Leonard, another of their Companions,
who had been for ‘ome time a Prifoner in the
new Goal for the County of Swrryy Kitt Leo-
nard believ’d he could not do the Nation a
better piece of Scrvice than to procure him
to be apprehended, and it would likewife be a
means of recommending himfelf to the Mercy
of the Government; accordingly he ordered
his Wife to apply herfelf to fome of his Ma-
jefty’s Juftices of the Peace to acquaint them of
his Intention, which fhe doing, the Propofition
was readily approv'd of, a fufficient Force ap-
pointed to aflilt in the feizing of him, and all
Matters rightly concerted for fuch an Enter-
prize 5 accordingly Six Perfons being appoint-
ed for this Defign, they were planted at an

adjoyning
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adjoyning Alchoufe, where Kate, the Wife of
Kitt Leonard, was to give them the Signal,
ABouT Sixof the Clock in the Evening
on Shrove Tuefday, Kate Leonard and her Sifter,
and Burnwsrth, being all together (it not being
late enough for him to go out upon his Night-
ly oterprizes) Kate Leonard proposd to fry
{fome Pancakes for Supper, which the other two
approved of 3 accordingly her Sifter fet about
them ; Prurnworeh had put off his Surtout Coat,
in the Pocket and Lining whereof he had feve-
ral Piftols ; there was a little back Door to the
Houfe which Burnwerth vfually kept upon the
Latch only, 1n crder to make his Efcape if he
fhould be furpriz’d, or dilcovered to be in that
Houfe;, this Door Kate Leonard privately bolt-
ed unperceiv’d by Burnworth, and whilft her
Sifter was frying the Pancakes Kare went to
the Alehoufe for a Pot of Drink, when having
siven the Men who were waiting for him the
Signal {te return’d, and entering the Houfe
pretending to lock the Door, but defignedly
mifs'd the Staple; the Door being thus upon
the jar only, as fhe gave the Drink to Bura-
worth, the Six Perfons rufhed fuddenly into
the Room; Burnworth hearing the Noi‘e, and
fearing the Surprize, jumnp’d up thinking to
have gain’d the back Door; but not krowing
the fame to be bolted they were upon him be-
fore he could get it open, and holding bis Arins
behind him, one of them ty’d them, whilft
another, to intimjdate him, fired a Piftol over

his Head ; having thus fecured him, they im-
C 2 mediately
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mediately carried him before a Juftice of the
Peace, who after a long Examination committed
him to Newgate.

NorwiTHSTANDING his Confinement 1n
that Place, he was ftill at work by his Emiffa-
ries, as well as by himfelf for they fuppofing
fKate Leonard to have been the chief Projector
and Caufer of his being apprehended, attemnpted
to murder her, by firing a Piftol at her one
Night as the was going in at her own Door ;
who the Perfon was that did it could not be
difcovered, but feveral Attempts of the like
Nature caufed the Juftices to order a fufhcient
Watch to attend the Houfe every Night, as
well to prevent the execution of {uch a bloody
Defign, as to bring the Authors and Abettors

thereof to condign Punifhment.

BURNWORTH being at It got into
Newpate, it was judg’d moft advifeable to con-
fine iim in the Condemn’d Hold, as a Place of
the greateft Security; here he continued from
the Time of his Commitment to the 13th of
March 1aft, when Seven other Criminals under
Sentence of Death being confin’'d along with
him, he concerted an Efcape in the following
Manner.

Having on the Sundsy in the Evening
procured an iron Crow to be handed in unto
him, thro’ the little Hole made for the admit-
tance of Light into the Condemn’d Hold, he
{pirited up the other Prifoners to attempt an
Efcape, and they began to put their Defign ir

execution as foon as the Goal was lock’d %p,
that
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that they were under no farther apprehenfion
of being vifited by the Keepers till the next
Morring,and whillt fome of them fung Plals,
the others were employed in breaking down the
Wall by the afliftance of the iron Crow, and
pull’d out Stones to the amount of about I'wo
Cart Loads, which as they got them down they
pil’d up agrinft the Door, thereby barracading
up the jare, fo that in the Morning when the
Keepers came for the Five Malefators who were
to die that Day they could not get in, but they
maintain’d the {ame until about Two a-Clock
in the Afternoon, nor could the Keepers get
admifiion at laft. until the Prifoners themfelves
had remnoved the Stones from the Door.

1'wo things here confpir'd to fhew their
imprudent Management of this Attempt ; firft,
notwithftanding Five of them were to die the
next Day, yet Four cof them were over Night
fudled, and thereby incapable of aflilting the
others ; fecondly, they had not taken care to
provide Candles fufficient to {erve them for more
than two Hours, after which they awere oblig’d
to lie ft1ll for want of Light to work by.

T H1s attempt was judg'd to be Burnwortls’s
Contrivance, and he was punifh’d accordingly,
and remov’d into another Apartment call’d the
Bilboa Room, additional Irons clap’d upon him,
and left 1n a condition to lament his ill-fpent
Hours by himf{elf.

- BuT as he was continually meditating the
Means of his Efcape by fome Contrivance or
other, he procured Files, Saws, & c.with which

[inplements
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Implements he faw’d oft his Irons, then broke
thro’ the Wall of the Bilboa Room into the
Women’s Apartment, and with his Saws fell to
work upon the iron Bars, in the Windows of
which there are three tire, one within another,
the firft of which he {oon cut quite out, and
was working upon the others, when one of the
Women, to ingratiate herfelf with the Kecpers.
difcover’d his attempt, upon which lie was taken
from his Work, brought back to the Condemn’d
Hold, and there chain’d down to the Floor,
where we fhall leave him to his Repofe whilft
we make fome little enquiry afrer his Compa-
nions.

WILLIAM bBlewitt was born in the
Parith of St. Giles’s, Cripplegate, his Father
was a Porter, and his Mother {ells Herbs Greens,
&c. 1n the faid Parifth, where fhe is yet living.
His Parents were of very mean Circumf{tances,
and he at the Charga of tiie P:lrifh, whﬁn of
Years, capable, bound an Apprentice to a
Perfumer of Gloves: DBut as his Education had
been very, mean, his Temrer was as fordid
(tho’ ambitious of making un Appearance in
the World) that he would ftick at nothing to
attain it, purfuing the old Mifer’s Advice to
a tittle, My Son get Money, ¢&¢. He foon
became acquainted with a Crew of proffligate
Wretches, by whofe Advice he ran into all
Extreams of Wickednefs ; as picking Pockets,
private Stealing, Shoplifting, &c. which he
practiced fuccefsfully for many Years, till about

two Years fince he happen’d to be catch’d 1n
the
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the F:&. was fent to Newgate, and convi&ed
for Traniportation, when with divers others of
the {ame Profeffion both Males and Females;
he was {hip’d off for the Plantationsy but a
Defign baving been forin’d by the other Cri-
m:nals to make their Efcapes (to which pur-
pofe their Friends had fupplied "em with Saws,
Files, &c. to cut of their Jrons with which
w:.te conceal’d in Cakes of Gingerbread) he
being admitted 1nto the Secret refolv’d to pur-
chafe his owa Liberty if poffible at the Ex-
pence of his Companions in Atfhéion, 'and
acyaainting the Captain of the Veflel of the
Irtention of the Gentry on Board; he caus’d
them to be f{carch’d, and found the Saws,
Fil-s, &c. conceal’d according to the Infor-
macon h- had given bim. Upcn this Difcovery
the Captun fe: 4 ftrong Watch over the Adti-
ons of his Pflengersy and hiving punifh’d the
irolt Culpable, giave Blewitz his Liberty for
his @~od Services.  Blewitr having once more
fer his Foot on Shore, pofted up to London,
where 1n concert with his old Friends, he fet
up the fame Trade as formerly ; but had nort
long continued 1t before fome body laid Hands
upon himagain, and he was once more comr-
mitted to his old Manfion Houfe at Newgare .
and being try’d for returning from Tranfpor-
tation, he was convi@ed; but pleading the good
Service he had before done in ferving the Ne-
tion, and preventing the Efcspcs of fo many
proffligatc Wretches:  Upon this the Court
thought fit to refpite the Exccution until the

Captaig
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Captain return’d back to Englend, and upon
his Examination finding it to be fo, chang’d
his Sentence into Tranfportation orly, and
gave him the liberty of tran{porting himfelfto
any foreign Part.

H A viNc once moreregain’d his Liberty,
he inftead of tranfporting nunfelf purfuant to
his Sentence, purfued his old Courles, and af-
fociated himfelf with the lower Clafs of Pick-
Pockers, Smnatchers of Hats, Wigs, Swords, Xc.
till he joyn’d Burnworth and his Companions,

HE married {everal Wives during his  Ac.
quaintance with his Companions before men-
tioned: The firft of which is believed to have
been an honeft and modeft Woman but his ill
Courfe of Life is fuppos’d to have drove herto
{uch Extremities as might induce her to take
fome indire@ Methods to fupport herfelf, but
not in his way Bufinefs ; for we do not find
e was ever guilty of following thir Prafice,
This was the fame Perfon who came to New-
rate the Day before they fet out for Kingflon
to fee him1, and died in the Lodge.

HE had othear Wives befides her; one of
them, upon his fir(t Tranfportation, whilit he
was cn Ship-board, married Emanuel Dicken-
Jon, and 1s yet living.

BerN ¢ acquainted with Burnwerth, and
meetine him (as we have before mentioned in
the Life of Burnworth,) in the Fields, near
Iflingzon, he accompanyd ’em over the Water,
and ‘was onc of the Accomplices inthe Murder

of Ball, beforc mention’d ; but after their
having
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having perpetratad that barbarous Acton, he
went over in the Packet for Holland (being
well acquainted there ;) at which Place he con-
tinucd for fome time before he was difcover’d ;
not but that he was apprehen(ive Endeavours
would have been us’d to have had him brought
over again to London, had the Government
been appris’d of their being there ; and they
frequently, as themfelves acknowledg'd, look’d
over the Englifhi News-Papers in the Coffee-
Houfes at Rotterdam, in order to fee if any
Advertifement, Reward, or Proclamation,
fhould be publifb’d in relation to the faid
Murder, 1ntending 1if they had difcover’d any
thing of that nature, to have left the Country
1mmediately.

B u T Providence order’d 1t fo, that neither
he nor his Comrades faw or heard a Word of
the fame, tho’ our Englifh News-Papers are
there comtuon as they are here. But when the
Proclimation came to the Hands of the Ho-
nourable Mr. Finch, the Bruifh Refident at the
Hapue, he enquir’d of feveral Englifhy Gentle-
men whether any fuch Perfons, as defcribd in
the Proclamation, had been {een in Rozzerdam
and underftanding there had, he unmediatcly
difpatch’d a Meflenger to enquire out the Truth
thereof ; who foon return’d with Advice, that
they were then at the Hamburgh Armz upon
the Boomkeys, in Rotterdam. Upon which Mr.,
Finch nnmediately applied to the Sz.::s-Gene-
ral at the Hupue, and by their Dircltion, to
the Lords of Rotzerdam obtain’d an Order for

D th.
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the fccuring of them any where within the
Province.

T B g Meflenger, coming by Virtue of the
faid Order, and wuh the Afliftance of the
Schoots-Denairs, or Shenfls Ofticers, feized
Blewitt at the Hamburgh Arms aforefaid; his
Companions Dickenfsn and Berry were juit be-
fore gone on Ship-board, and {ail’'d away from
Rotterdam, 1n order to leave Holland,

BLEWITT wasimmediately carry’daway
to the St:zdtbouﬁ’-Pr{[-‘m n Ratterdﬂm, and the
Ofhcers went in purfuit of his Compinions to
the Bril!, where the Veflel not being clear’d out
they feiz’d them both, and brought themn back
to Rotzerdam: where they were very {trongly
hand-cuft’d, iron’d, and cornfin’d in the Stad:-
houfe with their Friend Blewst, where we will
leave them for a little time.

EMANU EL Dickenfon was born of very
oood Parcntase, buat being Wild and Head-
flrony 1n his Yonth, becime ungovernable;
his Father alfo dying whilft he was very young
gave him greater Iiberty to follow thofe
Courfecs his vicious Inclinations Jed hin to,
and his Moether, not having wherewith to fup-
port, at {fuch cxtravagent Rates, him, his Bro-
ther, and three Sifters, was obliged to fubmit
to their taking fuch Courfes, as too frequently
end in Ruin and Mifery . one of his Sifters
being at this prefent time in Wood ftrect Comp-
zer, the others difpers’d up and down in dif-
ferent Parts,  He began very carly to keep

loofc
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loofe, vicious, and proffligate Company, by
whom he was induc’d to take up the Trade of
picking Pockets, &c. for about eight Years
paft. He was once convicted tor f{naching a
Gentleman’s Hit off of his Head 1n the Strand,
for which Fiact he thould have been tran{port-
ed ; but whilft he lay under Convi¢tion forthis
Crnne, Ins Mother, by proper Application,
procured a free Pardon for hiin, upon an Al-
ligation that hz was the Son of a Gentleman,
who had lad @ confiderable Polt in the Army ;
whichapocaring to be true, he had a Pardon
oranted him accordingly. But this AtHi&ion
could not deter this youne Spark trom purfu-
ing his vicious Courfes, as formerly. He foon
return’d (like a Sow to the Mire) to his old
Courfes, and continued to herd with fuch Ac.
quiintance as he had pick’d up 1n Newgaze,
cduring his Confinement there ; by which means
he becime ucquainted with Burnworth, blewite,
LG,

WiTH thele he aflociated himfelf, unti]
the late unhappy Murder of Ball, whercin he
baving been an Actor, thoncht it moft advife-
able to forfake his Native Coun:ry, and iy for
Refuge to Holland, expedting to be there pro-
tected from the Hand of Juftice.

BLEJVIT, Berry, and himf{elf continued
in Rerterdam for abont a Month before they
were apprehended, and were leaving Holland
(being got on Board an outward Bound Veffel
at the Brill) when the Officers came to appre-

hend them.
D 2 THIS
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TuHi1s fame Dickenltn mini:d one of
Elewit’s Wives, at the very tine when Blewitt
was under Tran{portation ; how many others
hc may have, we know not ; but this we are
affur’d, that onc of them now 1s, or was, with-
in a few Days paft, a Prifoner in one of the

Spunging Houfes 1n [V ood-fire :.

THOMAS Bery was defcended of very
mean Parents; all thit is known ot his Origi-

nal, 1s, that his Mother was a common Begger,
who gave him no Education, but {uffer’d him
from a Boy to lye Pilfering and Filching in the
Streets. And being initiated in thofe dark
Mifteries from his very Infancv, he grew bold
and harden’d in Vice and Wickednefs; and
by that means, continuvally herding amongft
Thieves, Pick-Pockets, and dificrent Clafles of
Rogues and Villains, gain’d a general Ac-
quaintance amongft thofe {orts of People.

HE committed Numbers of little pilfering
Thefts, and fometimes fome of lirger Con-
fequence; but had not always the good For-
tune to come off Scor=Free, for befides having
been in New-Prifvn, Bridewell, &c. he had
three times been committed to Newgate,and was
once calt for Tranfportation; he had however
the good Fortune to efcape his Decferts at that
time, by getting away from the Veflel. But
not warn’d by the Danger he had lately been 1n,
he took to his old Courfe again; and being
acquainted with Burnworth, Blewir, &c. he

foon engag’d himfelf in their Confederacy, and
was
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was an afbufting Inftrument in the Murder be-
fore-mient:on’d.

S o on after they had perpetrated this bloody
Deed, be o {creen himfelf from Juitice fed to
Hoyllan/, along with Dickenfon and Elewziz but
by the Vigilance of Mr. Finch was apprchended
with Dickenfon at toe Rrid, on board a Ship, and
carry’d back to Rofrerdum, where thev werc
~ put into the Stads- Honfz to their old ¥riend
Blewer, and all Three laid 1n Irons under a
{uthcient Guard, to prevent their making thew
Efcapes.

M Rr. Frnch havine thus {ccured thefe fhree
Perfons, Blewet. Dickenfon, and Lerry, difpatch-
ed Advices thercof over to Lendon, from whence
he receiv’d Direltions to apply to the Stoes Ge-
ncral for Leave to {end them back again, who
foon granted his Requeft. and order’'d a Guard
ot Six Soldicrs to attend with them on board a
Ship, befides his Majefty’s Meflengers,who were
{ent over on purpofe for them.

ACCORDING LY they were put on board
the Delight Sloop, Capt. Samuel Taylor, at the
Brill, under the {atd Guard of Soldiers ; all
ftrongly Iron’d; when being arriv’d at the Nore,
they were met by two other Meflengers, who
aflifted in taking charge of them up the River.

NoTwITHSTANDING their being {o {everely
ufed they were very pleafant and merry on
Shipboard, diverting themfelves with all the
air and gaiety of Expreflion that could be pof-

fible, as much as if their Circumitances had been
of
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of fo happy a Nature that nothing could have
difcompos’d them.

SEEING a Prefs-Gang out upon the River,
they exclaim’d againft the Watermen who en-
deavour’d to thun tiremn, and call’d our to the
Lieutenant, infolently daring him to come and
prefs them for his Majeltyv’s Service.

W HEN theyarrived at the Tower, they were
put into a Boat, with the Meflcngers 1ttending
them, and three Boats to gnard them ; to wit,
one on each Side, and one in the Rear, and in
each Boat a Corporal and a Iile of Mufqueteers,
who attended them all the way up to Weft-
minfier,

PE 1 NG arrived there, they had a long Ex-
amination before Mr. Juftice Cha/t, and Mr.
Juftice Blackerby y atrer which they were all
Three put into 2 Coach together, and beiny
condudted by a Party of the Foot-Guards, were
that Kvening brought dewn fto Newgare, at-
tend:d by a numerous Crowd of Spcilators,
who teftify’d their Jov by tbeir loud and 1c-
peated Huzza’s and Acclimations,

A's foon as they arriv’d at Newgaze they were
condu®ed into a proper Apartment, welcom’d
in the ufual Manner, and accommodated with
all Neceffaries proper and cuftomary to Gentle-
men of their Profeflion.

A¥ TR which they had the Honour of De-
ing condu@ed up Stairs to their old Friend
Edward Burnworth, who having congratulated
themn on their fafe Arrival, and they condoled

with him on his Confinement, they took their
Places
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Piaces near him, and bhad the conveniency of
the {ame Apartinent, and fhackled in the like
manner.

T ae v did not appear to fhew the leaft fign
of Contritton or Remorfe for what they had
done, on the contrary they f{pent their Time
with all the Indifterence imaginable.

GrEe AT Numbers of People had the Curt-
ofity to come to Newgate to.{ec them, and
Blewet upon all Occafions made ufe of every
Opportunity to excite their Charity, alledging
they had been robb'd of every thing when
they were feiz’'d; Buwrnworth with an air of
Indifference reply’d, D—mn this Blewiz, be-
caufe he has got a long Wig and a ruffled
Shirt, he takes the liberty to talk more than
any of us.

BeTN G exhorted to apply the little Time
they had had to live in preparing themfelves
for another World, Burnwerth veply’d, If they
had any inclination to think of a future State,
twas 1npoflible in their Condirion, fo many
Perfons as were admnitted to come to view them
in their prefent Circumitances muft needs di-
vert any good Thoughtsy but their Minds
were wholly taken up with confulting the moft
likely mcans to make their Efcapes, and extri-
catc themfelves from the Bolts and Shackles
they were clogg’d and incumber’d with.

A N D indced all their Altions fhew’d thcir
T houghts were bent only on their Enlargement -
and that they were altogether unmindful of

Death,
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Death, or at leaft carelefs of the future Con-
fcquences thereof,

W E fhall here leave thefe Four Malefators
confin’d 1n the Condemn’d Hold, loaded with
Irons, and {tapel’'d down to the Floor, whilft
we make fome enquiry into the remainder of
their Conferts,

Ur ox the publifhing of the Proclamation
before-mention’d, Marjoram, aliss Hugradie,
who had ferved his Apprenticethip to an lvvry
Lrrner, 10 Flowei-de-Luce Court in Fetter- Lane,
having furrendered himfelf, give Information
of Fobn Legee, one of their Confederates, who
was an Apprentice to a Culbinetmaker in Fewin-
fireet, where he had fervd fix Years of his
Time, who was taken the next Dav, and after
an Examination before the Right Honourable
the Lord Mayor, wus committed to Newzare,
(but not confin’d in the Condemn’d Hold with
the others) He had not been long inttiated into
this Kuot of Robbers before he afliited in per-
petrating this barbarous Fa& for which he
fuffered.

THERE now rcmain’d only Foln Higps,
and Foiom iVilfon at liberty, the firlt of which
being a Waech-Movement-maker in Red-Crofs-
ftreat, and having fomz time ufed the Sea, [n-
formation was given to Mr. D¢ lz Fay thro’
the means of an Interccpted Letter from his
Brother Toones, 4 Chip of the {fame Block,
which fell into the Hands of one Arthur, a
Watchman of St. Sepulibres Parith, that he

ad enter’d hunelf 2s a2 Satlor on board the
MMonmornth
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Monmouth Man of War at Portfmouth ; Orders
werc given, and Meflengers fent down to ap-
prehend him there, which was done according-
ly ; and he being brought to Town, was after
Examination committed to Newgate to his Com-
panion Legee, where he continued unti] a
Habeus Corpus was brought to ramove thein all
down to Kingflon in Suryy.

ACCORDINGLY on Wednejday the 36th of
March 1aft, they, viz, Burnworth, Blewitt, Beys
79, and Dickenfon, were loofed fromtheir Faft-
nings in the Condemn’d Hold, and with Legee
and Higgs were put into a Waggon, being 3}l
hand-cuft’d and chain’d together therein ; 1o
be carry'd down to Kimgflon, under a Guard of
the Duke of Bolton’s Horfe.

T uey were very Merry when they came
out of Newgate, charging the Guard to take
care that no Misfortune happen’d to them, and
call’d upon the numerous Crowds of Spe@ators
both at their getting into the Waggon; an
afterwards, as they pafs’d along the Road to
{hew the Refpect they bore them by Hallowing,
and to pay them the Compliments dye to
Gentlemen of their Profeflion, and cali’d for
feveral Bottles of Wine that they might drink
to their good journey.

As they pafs’d along the Road they endca-
vour'd to thew themfelves very Merry and
Pleafant by their facetious Difcourfe to the
Spedators ; and frequent]y threw Money a.
mong(t the People who follow’d them,  divert-
ing themfelves with feeing the others firive for

E 1t
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1t 3 and particularly Blewirt having thrown out
fome Half-pence amongft the Mob, a little Boy,
who was prefent, pick’d up one of them, and
calling out to Blewirt, told hin, that as {ure as
he, the faid Blewitt, would be condemn’d at
Kingflon, {o fure would hc have his Name
engrav’d thereon, whereupon Blewztr took a
Shilling out of his Pocket, and gave it the Boy
telling him, there was fomething towards de-
fraying the charge of Engraving; and bad bim
be as good as his Word; which the Boy pro-
mis'd he would.

I'n this manner they were condu&ed to King-
flon, where they arriv’d about eleven or twelve
.a-Clock, and were all {ix confin’d in the Stock-
Houfe.

T g E fame Day the Lord Chief Juftice Ray-
mond and Mr. Juftice Denton arriv’d 1n that

Town to hold the Aflizes of Iv./i Prius, Oyer
and Terminer, and Goal Delivery, &c. for the
{aid County of Surry. h

T # e fame Day the Commiffions for hold-
ing the Affizes were open’d and read ; the next
Day being the 31{t of March, their Lordfhips,
together with the Grand-Fury, &c. went to
Church, as ufual, and heard a Sermon {uitable
to the Occafion. When the Prifoners were ar-
raign’d ; all of which pleaded not Guilty, ex-
cept Burnw. rth, who refus’d to plead; unlefs
fome Eff-:ds, which he pretended had been
taken from him, were reflor’'d; and he perfift-
ing 1n {uch Refolutions his Thumbs were ty'd

and ftrain’d, as ufwal in {uch Cafes; and he
{ll
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ftill continuing Obftinate, the Court pafs'd the
following Sentence upon him,

YOU [ball go to the Place from whence you
came ;, and there being frip’d naked, and laid
flat wpon your naked Back on the Floor, with a
Napkin about your middle to bide your privy
Members, and a Cloth on your Face; then the
Prefs is to be laid upon you, with as much
weight as, or ratber more than you can bear;
Jou are to bave three Morcels of Barley Bread
i twenty four Hours draught a of Water from
the next Puddle near the Goal, but not rUnning
Water, the [econd Day two Morcels and the
Jame Water, with an increafe of Weight, and (o

to the third Day until you expire.
T H1s Sentence thus pafs’d wpon him, and

he ftill continuing Contumatious, was carry’d
down to the Stock-Houfe, and the Prefs laid
upon him 3 wherein he continued for the {pace
of one Hour and three Minutes undera Weight
of 3~c threeQuarters and twoPounds.\Whilift he
continued under the Prefs he endeavourd to
beat his Brains out againft the Floor. |

D u r 1N 6 whichtime the High-Sheriff him-
felf was prefent, and frequently exherted him
to plead to the Indi@ment, which at laft he
confented to do; and being brought up to
Court, after a Tryal which lafted from eight in
the Morning until one in the Afternvon, onthe
firft Day of April thev were all 6 found guilty of
the Indi®ment 5 and being remanded back to the
Stock-Houfe were all chain’d and ftapled down

to the Floor.
| DI Wienrery
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WHiLs T they were under Convicion, the
Terrors of Death did not make any impreflion
upon them j they diverted themfelves with re-
peating Jefls and Stories of various Natures,
particularly of the manner of their Efcapes be-
fore out of the Hands of Juftice, and the Rob-
beries and Offences they had committed ; and it
being propos’d for the Satistac&ion of the World
for them to leave the Particulars of the feveral
Robberies by them committed, Burnworth reply-
ed, that were he to relate all the Robberies by
him committed,a hundred Sheets of Paper wrote
as clofe as could be would not contain them.

NoTwITHSTANDING what had been alledg’d
by Higgs of lus forf{aking his Companions in
the Fields, itappear’d by other Evidence, that
he follow’d his Companions to Ball’s Houfe,
and was {een hovering about the Door during
the time the Murder was committed, with a
Pifto] in his Hand.

BURNIWOQORT H after Conviction diverted
hinfelf with drawing his Picture in feveral Forms
(one of which. as he lay in the Prefs, the Copy
whereof. drawn with his own Hand, is in the
Frontifepicce of this Book) he diftributed to {uch
Pcrfons as came to fee him.

I N their Converfation they were pleafant and
agrecable, thewing no concern at their approach-
ing Fate.  On Monday the fourth Day of April
they received Sentence of Death,  Mr. Juitice
Denzsu made a very pathetick Speech to them,
scauainting them of the- heinoufnefs of their
orimes,nad the necellity of making Examples of

fullice
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Juftice of the Committers of fuch Crimes asthey
perpetrated.  They beg'd the Court to indulge
them with the Liberty of f{eeing their Friends,
which was granted; and being remanded back
again to Prifon, their Thoughts were then who-
ly bent on making their Efcapes; for which
Purpofe they had fmall Files, which were con-
ceal’d in the Wattbands of their Breeches; and
Blewitt found means to convey a Letter to an
Acqnaintance, who was to f{upply them with
Saws, Piftols, ¢ and fome Opium which
they defign’d to givethe Keepers ; Blewizt’s Bro.-
ther coming to them was over-heard to
fay he had forgot the Opium, which occafion’d
a Sufpicion amongit the Keepers; and Burn-
worth’s Mother coming to him, the Keepers
{fearching her, found upon her feveral Saws,
Piftols, and other Implements to affift *em ir
making their Efcapes; upon which f{he was
feiz’d, and lies now confin’d in the faid Prifon
for the fame. 'There was alfo found upon
them a large clafp Knife, with which, if they
could not have effefted their Efcape otherwife
they intended to have murder’d the Perfons
who watch’d ’em, and Mr, Elliozthe Turnkey;,
but being difcover'd they gave away their {mall
Files to the Guard who attended them.

H A » they fucceeded in this Attempt, their
Defign was to have fet Fire to a large Stack of
Bavins adjoyning to the Prifon, and to two or
three other Places in the Town, that whilft the
Inhabitants had been bufyed 1n quenching -he

fame,
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fame, thev might have had time to have made
their Efcapes.

T HE next Day being Tuefday, Burnwortls
‘call’d to one of the Guard who attended them,
and merrily told him, 1f he did not take care to
fec his Body brought back after his kxecution,
that he might be decently buried,he would meet
him in a durk Entry and pull his Nofe off
{o thousghtles was he of his approaching Fate.

ApouT ten of the Clock, on Wednefday
Morning, they were all ix (together with Ri-
chard Blackbaurn condemn’d for Robbing on the
Highwav) put into a Cart, attended by a Com-
pany of Foot Soldiers to Kimg/ton Gallows. In
their way thither, their Countenance and Be-
haviour was much more fettled and compos’d
than before ; they fhew’d an Air of Serioufne’s
and Devoutnefs ; and Blewitr f{eeing one Mr.
IV arwick amongft the Spetators, defired to flop
thit he might fpeak to lum, which being grant-
cd, he, on his Knecs, ask’d Pardon of Mr,
IV rwick for an attempt he had once made up-
on his Life, by prefenting a Piftol at him, up-
on a Sufpicion that Mr. Warwick, {ufpedt-
ing what he was, had given Inform+tion againit
him formerly. Being arriv’d at the fatal Tree,
they were all fix (together with Blackburn) tv’d
up. Blew:tr and DnLenfon were the moft De-
vout and Scrious, and pray'd with great Ear-
neftnefls, deliring their Example might be a
Warning to all voung Men: And Blewirt de-
fired the Spe@ators not to refle on his Mother
upon his account 5 for that fhe had often with

Tears
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Tears, on her Knees, requefled him to forfake
his wicked Lite, which he confefs’d to have
follow’d for {ixteen Years paft; and faid his
firft Fa@ was {tcaling a Silver Spoon in the O/d
Baily. He had given his Cloaths to his Mother
but being inform’d he was to be hung in Chains,
he defired his Brother that his Mother might
return them, to prevent his being hung up in
his Siirt,  Blewizt not only nam’d the Peniten-
zial Pfalm at the Place of Execution, but re-
peated the Words of 1t to the other Criminals,
and fet the Tune to it.

DICKEN S ON {aid he had {ferv’d for fome
time as a Foot Soldier, under his Father, who
had been a Lieutenant, and nota Major, as
he was commonly call'd. |

BLEWIT, Dicken[on, and Berry, had pro-
vided Coffins, not expetting to be hung in
Chains. Blewirr defired the Executioner to tye
him up in the manner that he might be {coneft
out of Pain; after which they all {ix mutual
kifs’d each other ; and after {fome private Eja-
culations, the Cart drew off. And Dickenfon
was obferv’d to die very hard, after he had
hung about two Minutes, the Agonies of Death
being ftrong upon him, he kick’d off one of his
Shoes and loofen’d the other.

‘As to Blackburn who was executed with
them for robbing on the Highway, we f{hall
only fay it wzs the Perfon who fwore againft
his Mafter, Mr. Huntridge, {ome tune fince
he was grofly Ignorant and llliterate, and be-
hav’d himfelf very fupidly ; he indeed 2cknow-

ledged
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‘Jedged he had been a common Robber for feve-
yal Years paft, and very much infefted the
King flon Road, efpecially near the Place where.
he {uffered.

- AFTER they had hung the ufnal time they
were cut down; Blackburn’s Body was carry’d
off in aCoach by the Surgeons ; the Bodies of
the other Six were brought in a Waggon to the
New Goal in Southwark, where they were put
into Irons. Burnworth and Blewit were hung up
in St.George’s Fields, near the Place where the
Fa& was committed ; Dickenfon and Berry were
hung upon Kennington - Common ; but by Leave
from the Government the Bedy of Dickenfon
(in regard to his Father’s Services in the Army,
who loft his Life at the Siege of 4irin Flanders,
where he behav’d Gallantly) was taken down,
after hanging one Day, and delivered tp his
Friends to be interr’d; and Legee and Higgs
were hung in Chatns on' Putney-Common.




