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The OCCASION.

HAT gave Occafionto
the SERMONS here LEx-
hibited, was an Amazing
Inftance of what the poor
Children of Men abandonecd unto
Ignorance and FVcherlﬂeﬂ may be left
unto ! A Prodigious Inftance of that
Hardnef§ of Heart, which efpecially
the Sins of Uwnchaftity, accompanied
with Delays of Repentance,do lead unto.

NMargaret- Ganlacher, an Irifh. Wo-
man, arnved the laft Winter from
Cork an Ireland; a Servant, that foon
found.a Place in a Family where fhe
would not have wanted Opportuni-
ties and Encouragements {or the Ser-
\’;ifZC of GOD. | .

She: had been by her part in a
Theft brought into Trouble in Ireland;
and afcer her Traniporcation hither,
it was notlong before fhe was found
1. 4 ovevifh: Pra&ices.. e

Ere- {he had been' long here, it
was bagun to be fulpected, that fhe

was



i The Occafion.

was with Child, by a Fornication ;
But fhe fo Obftinately all along de-
nied it, that at laft fhe muft feel the
Effe@s of her Obftinacy.

Qhe was delivered of her Ilegiti-
mate, when fhe was all alone; and
{fhe hid the Killed Infant out of the
way ; which was within a little
while difcovered.

Of her Behaviour in the Time of
her Imprifonment, and of the Means
ufed for her Good, there is an Ac-
count given in our SERMOND.

The Woman was of a very Vio-
lent Spirit ; and the Tranfports and
Furies thereof, fometimes were wich
fuch Violence, as carried in them,
one would have thought, an uncom-
mon Degree of Satanic Enugic.

By’nd by, fhe would bewail her
Paflions, and promife to indulge
herfelf no more in fuch Paflionate
Qutrages.

One who owns himfelf to be a
Roman-Catholick, affirms to me, that
{he privately Declared herfelf unto
him, to be in her Heart, of his Re-

ligion.;
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ligion ; But fhe never would own
any thing of that unto the Minifters
who vifited her with the Means of
her Salvation.

A Gracious and Worthy Servant
of God, Mr. Thomas Craighead, ( a
Faithful and Painful Minifter of the
Gofpel, who came from Ireland,
much about the fame time that fhe
did) having Inftructed her, and ufed
many Charitable Endeavours for her
Good, was defired by her to be
near her at her Execution ; who ac-
cordingly Pray’d with her there,
and continued his Inftru&ions unto

the Laft.
She faid little, but referr’d herfelf

to the Paper which had been read
Publickly in the Congregation juft
before.
And yet fhe Frowardly let fall
one Word, which did not feem very
confiftent with 1t; For which fret-
ful Strain of Impatience, being re-
buked, fhe added, Tben tbe Lord be
Merciﬁd unto me! and poke no
more.

All
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All that remains for us to do, is
to leave her in the Hands of 2 So-
vereign GOD; whofe Fudgment | and
not ours, has the Difpefal of her ;
and make the e Improvement we
can of fuch a Tragical Speétacle ;
for which the enfuing SERMONS
are {fome LEffays.

But, I ocught now if I can, to
Refrefh my Readers, with fomething,
that fhall be more Agreeable, more
Comfortable ; have lefs to Trouble,
them ; {fomething that may be the
Reverfe of fo fHocking a. Spectacle,
as has here given Troublecfome I-
“dea’s unto them.

" "Looking among my- Referved Me-
morials, 1 find an Excellent Hand-
maid of the Lord, a bright Candi-
date of the Heavenly Glory, finithing
her Holy Liie, in ‘fugh Remarkable
Circumftances,that I cannot withold
a Brief Relation of the Matter.

Some while ago, there died in our

Salemy a Gentlewoman whofe Name

was Mrs. Rix, the Daughter of the

Rc;xerand Mr. Slzelton, ( One of the
| Twc
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Two firft Minifters, that Illuminated
‘he Firflt of the Churches in the
Maffachufer Colony; ) A Gentlewo-
man of Real Picty, and of equal Pa-
rience ; and one who had been 2
Difciple of the Crofs, and had en-
dured much Affliction, efpecially by
Sicknefs, with much Submiffion to
the Will of God. Some while before
fhe died, her Valuable Paftor, (the
Reverend Mr. Nicholas Noyes,) cave
her a Vifit, wherein the Holy Minds
of both, had their grateful Enter-
tainments. Particularly, fhe told him,
‘Lhat there had newly appeared un-
to her, f{everal Shining Perfons, who
told her, Thar they were not now come

for her, but on that Day fix Weeks hence,
they awould come for her, and fetch ber
away with a Glovious Equipage. And
then fhe immediately asked her Pa-
ftor, I pray S ¥y what s the meaining

of the Word EQUIPAGE ? ] dow't re-
memoer  that 1 hawve heard that Word
LEQUIP AGE:! Her Paftor with
his ufual Wifdom, (tho’ wondring
at what fhe faid, and pondering it

111
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in his Heart,) advifed her by no
means, to build her Hopes, on any
Vifionary Matters, but have them for-
ever Built on the fure Foundation,
which the Covenant of Grace, decla-
red in the Gofpel, afforded for them.
Shie gave him abundant Satistaction
that fhe did fo. But yet fhe kept in
an Heavenly Manner, Praying, and
Waiting, and Longing, to f{ee her
Zcmg Six Weeks expired ; and precife-
ly at the Expiration thereof, fhe died
My Readers, I could not withold
this Paflage from you ; nor forbeas
obferving to you, That a Soxl filled
with the Love of GOD, and a Plea-
{ure in all pofiible Obedience and
Conformity to the il of GOD,
and a diflike of every thing that may
be Difpleafing to Him: A Soul that
Loves, and Admires, and Adores, the
Blefled JESUS, and Believes on him
for all Good, and has a perpetual
Recourfe to Him as the Fountain of
Life: A Sozl, that is full of Benig
nity towards all the Children of Men,
and cannot harbour the leaft Enwv
0.
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or Malice againft any Neighbours,
no, bc they never {o Injurions ones,
but will delight in {ceing, and in
{erving of their Profperity: Such a
Soul, is very f{ure of being ere long
fetch'd away to the Heavenly World
with a Gloriows Egquipage. Whatever
becomes of the Soi/, which has ne-
ver Sweat out the Poifon of the Old
Serpent, this is a Soxl, that may Re-

joice in the Hope of the Glovy of God.

Cotton Mather.
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The worft of Plagues ; What it
is, and. How to {hun it

A — ﬂlm-__ﬁ“”—__

BOSTON: 29 d. III m. 1715. |
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Prov. XXVIIIL 14.
e thar bardencth bis Heart fhall
fall into Mifchief.

- H O can hear thefe
Il'ords, without an
Heart aking at the
Hearing of them ?

Who can without a Trembling Soul,

have the Thunder of thefe Words iy

his Ears, and not carneftly Deprecate
the Stroke of fuch a Thunderbolt !

Who among us will upon rhefe IWords

forbear the juft Exclamation, Lord,

my Flefh Trembles for fear of thee, and

I ain afiraid of thy Fudgment; ! |
‘The Books written by the Infpi-

red’




4 A Sorrowful Speflacle.

red Solomon, {cem to have thofe two
Titles aflign’d unto them. Eccl. XI11I.
1O. u‘fccepmble (Vords, and JWeids nf
Truth. 1t has been thoughr by fome,
That when Selomon {peaks of his,
Vf?'bd DL‘ZC'Ef;?;G+Ej££IJ Ot _:’j't'C'L’PHM{?]G H"'ara’;,
ke may mecan his Book of Cmtic!
And when he {peaks of his, Veiba Fi-
delia, or, Weds of Trurh, hc may
mean 1'is Book ot Prewverbs. Benold,
OCne cf thofc 1rwrds of Truth, which
we are to Beiieve and Receive, as
Laithjul fajings, and worthy of all Ac-
L"é?Pf (23LUT3.

The Verfe before us, is like that
Miracuious Pillar, which gave Con-
du& unto Ifrael in the Wildernefs ;
Tt has a Bright fide, and a Dark fide,
Belonging unto it. On the Brignt
fide of this Oracle, we {ee the Shel-
ter, the Safery, the univerlal Hap-
pinefs of the Godly Man. Flippy
the Mlan that feareth always.

~ There is indeed a Fear that 1s far
from any Happine(s. Not Happy, but
Wretched, the Man who feareth whe-
thor the Merey of God in Chrift,

cal

£ o
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can be extznded unto {o great aSin-
ner as he knows himfelf to be. Not
Happy, but Leolifh, the Man, who
torments himfelt wicth Fears of thofe
Evils, whereto we are Obnoxious
in this prefent Evil World. Not
Huppy, but Faulty is the Man, who
by the Fears of Death {poils the Foys
of Life. Not Happy, but Reprehenfible
1s the Man, who lets his Heart fink
with Tears that the Church of Ged
fhall «tterly Sink. When we are in the
Covenant of Grace, it will be an -
happy Thing for us to Fear that any
one Article of it thall not be fulfill’d
unto us. ‘There is alfo a Conflitutio-
nal Fearfulnefs, which is an Unbap-
pinefs to them that Labour under ic.
But then_, Oh' Happ] the ﬂfﬂm_, who
has the Fear of God always Governing
his Heart and Life. Happy the Man,
who never lays afide a Jealous Fear
of Siny and of the Ewils to which he
will be expofed by Sin. Happy the
Mar, Wwho' feareth always, left he be
deceived by his own Heart, which
1S chei;f}l! above all Things, Happy the
% b3 ddany

" da




6 A Sorrowful Speftacle.

Man, who feareth always, left this
World {o Entangle him, as to make
him negle& the Affairs of another
and a better World. Happy the Man,
who feareth always, left when he has
Lovely Things about him, he fet his
Love too much upon them. Happy the
Man, who feareth always, left he
fhall give at laft, but a poor Ac-
count of the Zualents whereof he is
Accountable.

~ But now let us take a view of the
Dark fide, which threatens AMifchief
and Mifery to the Wicked Man. The
Charaéter of a Wicked Man is, He
bardens bz Heart. And the Confe-
quence hereof 1is, He falls into Mif-
<

bief,

~ The DOCTRINE before us
will be ;

An Hard-bearted Sinner, will find - that
by Hardening bis own Heart, he will

ger nothing but Mifchief andMifery
for hs Partion,
There
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There are fome Awful PROPO-
SITIONS, which we muft now at-
tend unto.

The Firlt PROPOSITION.

An Hard-hearted Simner is no unu-
{ual Spe&acle. Hardnefs of Heart is a
Spe&acle too frequently to be feen
among the Sinful Children of Men.

But, what is an Hard Heart? And
what are the Symptowms of it 2

You know, in general ; There is
a Metaphor in the Phrafe. An Hard
Heart is a Soul, that has Difpofitions,
wherein the Properties of a Stone are
anfwered. The Heart means the Soul;
which like the Bowel that we call,
The Heart, is within us. >Tis our
{nner Man. The Hardnefs of the Heart,
1s allufive to the Hardnefs of a Stone.
As bard as a Stone, is a Proverbial
Speech. An hbard Heart has in the:
Sacred Scripture this Denominations
Ezek. XI. 19. A Stony Heart, Yea,
"Tis an Heart compared unto that
Stone, which is the moft Hard in all
ine. Yoffil Tribe; even the Fl‘fgz]ﬂ

3



) A Sorrowful Spedacle.
We read, Zech. VII. 12. They bave

made their Hearts as an Adamant Stonme.
The Qualities of a Sreme are then to
be enquired after- O look Inward ;
Enquive within; and, Commune with
thine own Heart. My' F[‘iend_, It thy
Heart have thefe Qualities, it is an
hard Heart ; and it 1s time for thee
to cry out, God be Merciful to me, an
Hard-heavted Sinuer'!

Firft. An bard Heart, 1s an Heart
very Dull of Understanding in the Word
of God ; not brought quickly to un-
derStand the Truths and Things of
Religion. We read ; Mar. VIIIL. 17.
Perceive ye not yet 5 neither underffand ?
Hawve ye your Heart havdned ? Some-
times the Heart of a Man apprehends
no more than a Storme, of thofe
Things, which are Zne Things of our
Peace. *T1s an bard Heart that 1s thus
Unapprehenfive,{oInadvertent. Thus
we read, Mar. V1. g2. Zbhey confidéer-
ed not, for their Heart was bavdened.
Many 2 Man does not confider what
the Word of God {peaks unto him;
ot configer what Exrand he came

1110




A Sorrawful Spellacle. 9

into the World upon, or how to be-
have himfelf in the World; not con-

fider how foon he may go out of the
world, nor what will become of

Lhim when he is gone out of the
World. Alas, the Heart of this Man
is  hardened. An hard Heart 15 the
{ame with a floov Heart. We read,
Luk. XXIV. 25. O Fools, and flow of
[leait to believe. An Heart flow tO
take in right Notions about the Glo-
1y of GOD, the Beauty of CHRIS'T,
the Damage of SIN, and the Reafon-=
ablenefs of Religion 5 an hard. Heart it
is' An Heart that is sard to be in-
{ftructed in the Affairs of the King-
dom of God. An bhard Heart 1s a
Sottifh one. A blind Mind goes with
an bard Heart. We read, Joh. XII.
vo. He hath blinded their Eyes, and
hardened their Heart. O you that fit
vnder the Means of Knowledge, but
{till remain Seuls without Knowledge,
and know very little of thofc Points
which to know s Life Eternal ; you
have the Light fhining about you,
but not extring i11t0 you ; 10, N0 MmMore

than
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than into a Stowe ; you have caufe to
cry out, Oh! the hardnefs of my Heart
What will become nf mie !

Secondly. An hard Heart is an
Heart not eafily imprefs'd upon;
what the Word of God wi]l not eafi~
'ly make any gaod Impreﬂlaﬂ upon.
Sometimes the Word- of God makes
a.Deep Imprefion upon the Heart 5 yca,
the Heart is Conformed unto the Word
of God, as if it were caft into the
Mould of it. So we read, Rom. V1.
17. Ye bave obey’d froms the Heait, toat
Form of Doclrine awbereinto ye 6re
drawwn. This is not an hbard Heart ;
It.is an Heart of I:7ax, rather than an
Heart of Stome. But now, an bard Heart,
is one, that Hears the Commandments
of God, but will take no Notice of
them ; will not.obey .them, will notl
obferve them. It hears the Promifes of
God, but 1t is not affected with
them ; the Confolations of God are
[mail unro it. It hears the Threarnings
of God, but it is not affrighted at
them ; it AMocks ar the Fear. The
great God f{ays; Jer. XXIII. 29. I

770}
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st wmy Word like an Himm v, wwhich
breaks the Rocks i pieces. But many
an Heart under the Knocks of that
Jlammer, 1s never broken by them.
The Sinner 1is earneftly call’d upon,
To forfake the ways of Sin; to Em-~-
brace his only Saviour; To come
into the Covenant of God. He flirs
no more than a Store. The Loud
Calls of Heaven are 'made unto
him, to Arife and call upon his God,and
fet upon the Pra&ice of Prayer, and
form unalterable Refolutions of Pie-
ty 3 As Good [peak to a Stome'! He 1is
nothing the better, for fitting under
the good IWord of God. All Counfils,
all Rebukes, all Exhortations are
thrown away upon him. O bardnef
of Heart ! There is an Heart that will
not Conform unto the Word and Will
of God; An Inflexible Heart; An
Unpliable Heart; An Heart from
‘which the Demands made in the
Word of God have that Return, 4s
for the Word [Poken to me in the Name
of the Lord, I will not hearken unto it.
What fhall be faid of fuchan Hea\;;?

1=
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We read ; Ifa. XLVIII. 4. I know
that thow art Obflinate; and thy Necl
25 an Iron  Sinew, and thy Brow Brafs
An Heart as bhard as Iron and Braf§ 1
O Hard-bhearted Obﬂiﬁac] ] Uﬁpﬂf wade.
ablenef§ 1s Hard-heartedneff, The Chil.
dren of Unperfwadeableneff§ are Hard.
vearted ones. We read of An Heart
hardened from the fear of God. An Hear
that will not be perfwaded heartily
to Fear God, and Seek Him, and Serve
Him ; This is an Hear: that is Har-
dened, . .
Thirdly. An bard Heart is an In-
fenfible one; an Heat that has no
Senfe, either of Blows given to it, or
of Loads lying on it. A Man has the
Blows of the Divine Wrarh given to
him. An bard Heart keeps him Infem
fible of the Blows. He is Affli&ed,
but he 1s not Amended. He is Incor
rigivle under his Affli&ion. The Roi
is employ’d upon him; and yec hi
FoolifhnefS departs not from him. After
his Chaflifements, he is as Carnal, a
Worldly, as Profane, as he was be

fore. Tho’ his Effere be broken, hi
Hear
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Heart 1s not broken. He meets with
J.o/les one after another ; but he has
hisITIcart as much fetupon the World
as evar it was, and he maintains as
lircie Communion with God as ever
he did. Tt may be {aid of many Peo-
ple, Tin People do not Return to bims
that Smites them, neither do they feek
the L(;‘;'d of }foﬂf. IS N0t fUCh an
Vicart, barder than a Rock ? *Tis veri-
v {o! A FRock yiclled Water, when
{mitten with the Rod of God and
of Afofes. Ylere 1s a Rock that yields
not one Tear of Repentance, tho’
the Rod of God hath {mitten it!
We read, Jer- V. 5. O Leord, Thou bzaft
fmitten tiem, b.r they bive not grieved,
hott h.zft conlunied them, but they hawe
vefiled to veceive Corvebtion s They have
made thclr Iaces bavder than a Rock s
They have wfufed to resurn., The Man
that gets no Good by the Calamities
inflicted on him; one who does nei-
ther Dilcern the Hand of God, nor
Anfwer the End of God, in Cala-
mitous Difpenfations 5 write upon
him, Thes Man bas a very hard Heaert
C 203t hin
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ithin him. Again; A Man has the
JT.oads of his own Guilr lying upon
him. An hovd Heart l{CCps him }'7] 071~
fible of the Loads. The Curfe of the
I.aw, 15 cnough to break the Sto-
nielt Rock upon the Face of the
Farth. Yea, Hc that is the Rock of:
Agesy, becoming a Surcty for us,
when the Curfe fcll upen IHHim, 1le
CI‘iCd out, OLH! Ler 12 pﬂﬁ ﬁ"om 777¢ |
"Tis Infuppertable ! "Ihe Sinner 1s un-
der the Cwife; and he complains
not of it. He is yet in bs Sins; and
yet he does not cry out, Afy Iuigui-
ties are an heavy Burden, too beavy for
sne! O! 'Tis an bar.l Heart thiat can
Iye under wmpardon’J Sin, and never
lay to Heart, the Sin, and the Folly,
and the Danger of 1it. We read ot
fuch a thing as that; 1 Tim. IV. 2.
A Conlcience Seared with an hot [ivm.
'The Heart has now a prodigious biid-
?zc’ﬁ upon 1it- A Man can Sf?:_, and fall
into no Remorf{e, no Sorrow for the
Sin. He can go on in Sin, and be
wholly unconcern’d, tho’ he remain
unreconciled unto God. He has a

vaft
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J
ca5t Heap of Sims, which are to Iig
prcved on him, and he s to be Judg-
cd fur them at the Tribunal o1 God:
But he 1s f,rff ]*-'L'cff?!ﬁ_f{, and S0OCs O
o Sin with all Greeaindl.. Noft coo-
tailll}', there is an bard Hearr: 1
fuch a Sinnor: Plata, very Yisw,
the Df(zgnoﬂicés Of the 1\’1312.(3)’.

“he Second PROPOSITION.

The Sinner of an /lud Tlar:, 15
onc who bhardens bis own Tlear:, 1o
confirms his own Hardnel§ by 2 pre -
fumptuous Refolurion to g0 on i
Sin.

There is a Natuial daran )y of Heart,
which we are all Born wicthal. The
Stone of the Heart 15 an Hel‘editary
Diftemper. Put then, therc is an
Acquived havdueff of Heart, which is
when Men do Confirm and Augment
and Increafe their l)..z?‘f[?wﬁ} by going”
on to Sin with an bigh Hand againit
the Lord.

We will enquire more Particularly.’
Wien, and Hos, does a Sinner hardes

his Heart ¢ Le
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He does 1t, Ah! wrctched Sinncer,
Thou dceit i, in fuch ‘Things as
thefe.

Firit. A Sinner does Render and
Proclaim himiclf Hard-beaiied in Sill,
when he has made himlelf Impident
in it. We read of {ome; Ezek. 1l
7. They ave Impuden: cnd Harvd-bhearted.
Where there 1s a Biow ef Braff, there
1s an Heart of Stome. A Sinner has
bardned his Hearry, when he has got
an hearty Coxrage for Sin, and 1s
grown {o Courageous in it,as that he
can Sin Openly, and Publickly. 1f Men
Declare their Sin like Sodom, they bide
it wot; and it may be faid unto
them, as in Jer. IIL. 3. Thow haft a
Whores Fore-bead, thou refufeft to ve .A-
fhaned. Confident Creature, If thou
hadft not made thylfelf Hard-bearted, "
thou wouldeft be more Afhamed.
The hardnef§ ¢f Heart, arrives to a
more confiderable Obduration, when
2 Sinner can exprefs a more {ingu-
Iar Defiance of the Infinite GOD,
in what he does. Thofe People have

hardened their Hearts, of whom the
lioly
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Holy One may fay, as in Ifa. LXV.

3. "Tus a People that provoketh me to
A??gﬂ'_, c0ntfmm/{y 10 77y Fuace. People
that can Sin in the {pecial Prefence
of GOD ; People whom the neareft
Relation to GOD will not reftrain
from the grofleft Impieties; People
that will go reeking to or from the
Table of the LLord, under the unrc-
lenting Appetites .of the vileft Im-
pietics 3 Church-Members that undex
a Mask of Religion will carry ona
Courfc of Adulteries, or of Ditho-
nefliecs. And {o have thole People,
who are {o Haerdy as to make their
Appeals to GOD for the Vindica-
tion of their Innocency, when GOD
knows the Matters to be . Unjuff and
Untrue,. wherein He has been {o dar-
ingly Appeal’d unto. O Hard-bearted
Monfler; What an bardneff of Heart
haft thou contra&ed, in that thou
candt {ay, God knows, a thing to
be {o or fo, when thou doft thyfelt

know that it is not {o !
Secondly. A Sinner has bardened
hss Heare in Sin, when he will venture
C 3 tO
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to Sin, with the utmoft Hardinefs,
tho’ he has the Light and Voice of
his Confcience Reclaiming of him. To
be {o Hardy in Sin, as to trample on
all the Remonfirances of Confciesnce
againft it, is to darden ones Heart 1n
Sin. We find it Exemplified ; 2 King.
XVIL. 13, 14. The Lovd teftified a-
gainft them, [aying, Turn from your evil
Ways . Yet they would not hear, but
bardened their Necks., Confcience, the
Deputy of God, pleads in his Name
With many a Man, Oh! Do not the
Abominable Thing ! And yet, the
Abominable Man will do that Thing.
Such a Man has bardened his own
Heart unto a Degree that is Horri-
ble! A Sinner bardens his Heart when
he omits thofe Things, whereof his
Confcience tells him, This 2 Commanded
of GOD ! But he yet more hardens his
Heart, when he commits thofe Things,
whereof his Coifcience tells him, This
=5 Fordidden by GOD ! It may now be
{aid of fuch,— whut we read, Zech.
VIi. 12. They have wmade tocir Hearts as
ain Adamant Stene, leff they [hould bear

| ik
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the Law, and the Words which the Lovd
of Hefts hath fent by Hrs Spirit. There
arc thofe, that won’t forbear Sin-
ning, tho’ their Confcience do fiand
before them with a flaiming Sword,
as the Angel did before Balaam ;
and fay, Thy Way is Perverfe before
God 5 The MWrath of God will fall upon
thee in ths evil Way. O Defperate
hardneff of Heart! Wherein does the
Heart of a Divel differ from ic! Fool-
bardy, Self-hardened Sinner; . What
wouldeft thou do if thou couldeft 2
What lefs than pufh an- Impotent

Stab upon the Almighty GOD. Him-
felf ¢ What lefs than [Fretch out thy

Hand againft God, and ftrengthen thy-
[elf againft the Almighty, and run upon
Him, wupon the thick Boffes of His
Buckler!

Thirdly. When a Sinner has an
Iinpenitent Heart, then he has barden-
edd hzs Heart. Thofe Things go toge-
ther ; Rom. 1L 5. Thy Hardneff and
Impenitent Ileart. A Sinner does bar-
den his Hearr, when he will by no

Admonitions be brought heme unto
| God,
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God, from all his \Vandungs in the
I’Vzlrlcr??f’ﬁ of Sin. A Sinner is told,
That Sin 15 an evil and a bitter Tbmg
He bardens his Hearr, it notwicthftand-
ing this, he will puhﬂ. in Sm. lle
1s told, That a CHRIST is the Oe
Thing that 25 Needful. He harders bis
Heart, it a CHRIST and His G:zat
Salvation, be {till neglected with hiq.
He is told, That the Ways ot Picty
are leﬂmt 74/::_;5 He bardens b Heait,
if 1l he remain a Stranger to chefe
Ways. But, Oh! What have I now
brought the Matter to ! All that con-
tinuc in their Unregeneracy, will find
themfelves included in the Charge.
Unhappy Sinners, you {tand evcry
one of you all Indisled for this ; That
you have hardened your own Hearts: elle
yvou cou]d not be what you are.
There is no Usnregenerare but what
comes under that Unhappinefs ;
jer I1X. 26. Uncncumc:ﬁd 172 Heart,
Qome that have been opencd atrer
their Death, have upon the Difle-
&ion had a.Stowe found in therr

Heart 3 a Stome-withoutr a Metaphor:
A,
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Ah, poor Unregenerate; Open thy
own Heartanow while thou art alive,
A Stome will be found in that Heart
of thine. Thou haft thylelt bardened
it into a Stome. The Perifaction is
owing to thy own Iniquity.

The Third PROPOSITION.

Mifchief will be the effe& of this.
An Hard-hearted Sinner by bardening
his own Heart, falls into a Mifchief
that will render him very Mifera-
ble.

But what is that Aifchief, which
a Sinner by Ahardening his Heart will
fall into?

Truly, Al that Mifchief which a-
ny Sinner has caufe to be Fearing ak
220 ) N

'I'o ule more of Particularitie.

Firft. A Sinner by bardening his
own Heart, falls into that matchlefs
Mifchief, that fearful AZifchief, a penal
brzrdneﬂ of I{em*z‘_, Inﬂicf’ced by the
Judgment of God upon him. O
Aifchief whereto there is none to be

equal-
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cqualled! We rcad of one, who
bavdened Wis own [{eort 1 And anon
1t came to thar; Txod. X1V. 8. /7
Lord bardencd the Ileart of Pharach,
“T'is true, fo {ar as borduefs of Ieart
15 a S, the Heoly GOD is not the
Author and lather of it We may
{ay, 77 not of the Futher. We mutl
lay, No Aan 15 tompred of God unto
1r. And yet there is an acfive Provi-
dence of God about that /Jﬂ::'dﬂefs oj
Heart, the Mifchief whereof a Sinner
that bardens his own Heart will fall
into. [ See Pfal. CV. 25.] o

Firft. The Holy GOD in His
Righteous Providence, withdraws His
Grace from the Sinner that bardens bis
own Heart, and thepn, O Sinaer,
what an 1‘1101‘1‘id /m:-'r!ﬂﬁ/ $ qf }Icn?rt.
vill feon leize vupon thee! GOD
bardens the Heart of {uch a-Sinner,
not, Infundendo flfd[ﬁfﬂfﬁ?; no, burt,
Ny I??_f:'f?z:!uzdo G 7'.5?2‘5(?777; 110¢C by Infu—
fing of Sin, but by witholding of
Grace. °I'is enough, that it {hall be
{aid, as in Deut. XXIX. 4. The Lerd
ity mct given yor an Flearr, GOD

1ICVLT
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never ow d His Giace unto a Repro-
bate Simnncr: And the Sinner in har-
dening hus own Heart, Sinfully flcights
that Grace. Iow Juftly, how Juftly,
and Unexceptionably, coes the Ho-
ly GOD, now deny lis Grice unto.
the Sinner, and leave the Sinner to
be filled 2with bis osen ways! But Oh'!
the wondrous hardnc/s ¢f Heart, which
unavoidably foilows upon this De-
reliction of God! When the Suz
?,L'ir/.):[m?m, all Things ffm'rfm ApPACe.
Men by hardening their own He.rts,
do Grieve the good Spirit of God: The
Grieved Spir}t hereupon W ithdyraiws
Irom them: When He withdrans,
their Hearts will bardcn, how IHei-
noufly, how IHideoufly !

Secondly. When a Sinner Jardons
his oown Hearr, the Rightcous Provi-
dence of an Holy GOD, will caft be-
tore the Sinner fuch Ofjec/s, as he
fhall Abufe to {trengthen the baidie/s
«f bss Heart, how Perniciouily, how
Lxceedingly ! As the Potter {fets his
Clay in the Sun, and it is bardened
there; {o the grear God, before

whom
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whom we are, as the Clay before th
Petter, | And, whom He will, He bar
deneth! | when a Sinner hardens hi
onn Heart, the great God is proveked
then to fet him in very bardesing
Circumitances. Perhaps, the Sinner
thall now be bardencd, by being left
in the Hands of Wicked Company.
Among all the Engines of Hell, ticre
1s not upon the Face of the Earth a
greater Hardener! "Tis from a Dif-
penfation of the Holy God, that the
Sinner becomes intimately Acquain-
ted with Company that Thall reach
him the Arts of Sin, and {pur him
to the Pradtice of them; Company
that {hall inftill into him Notions
that difpofe him to Atheifin, and
preparc him tor all wmanuer qf Stz (m"
Blafphemy 5 Company that fhall pre-
judice him againt the Beft Men
and Things, and fo lay the Dark
Fetters of Death upon him. So be-
coming a Companion of {uch Fools,
Sinner, Thy Heart is hardened, and
thy Immortal Soul deftroy’d. Bu
then, there is another difmal Occa-

{100,
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fion which brings an bardnefi upon
the Heart of many a Sinner, which
is forever to be deplored. It isin the
Scandalous Talls ot {fuch as have
made a fair and high Profeflion of
Chriftianity. By the Difpofal of
God, 1t comes to pafs, that when a
Sinner has been bardening his own
Heart, his Lot fhall be caft, where
fome that every body thought Firff-
Rate Chriftians, fall into Scandalous,
Amazing, Infandous Actions. The
Divel knew, what a Game he {hould
play, when he drew thofe Perfons
into fuch A&ions! The perverfe
Ufe the Sinner makes of what he
{ees, 1s to conclude ; Well, Al Reli-
gion 15 a Cheat, if I do the worft Things
in the IWorld, I do nothing, but that i
which the greateft Pretenders to Religion’
f?f(fzflge tbemﬁ:l-ves ! The Foolifh Sin—,
ner 1s now bardened, and the Bars

of the Pit are about him forever!
Thirdly. A Sinner that hardens his
own Heart, 1s by the Rightcous Pro~
vidence of the Holv GOD, left in
the Hand of Siran {A_nd Oh! what
D a
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‘a Satanic HavdnefS will the Heart of
{uch-a Sinner be foon congeled in-
‘to! Of Impious ones, we read,
-2 Cor- YV. 4. The God of this IWorld
has Blinded their Minds. > Tis the {fame,
‘who b:??’t!t’??! their Hearts. .A.I'l /jbab*'
'will be hardared with a Vengeance,
‘'when the Lying Spivit fhall have a
Permiffion for the Seducing of him.
An bardened Heart 1s a [eared Heart,
‘But it is the Diwe/, that brings {rom
‘Hell, thofe Hot Irons, by which
the Hearr of a Sinner comes. to be
{o Hardened and Seared. Anatomical
Obfervations have told us, Thar the
Stone whereof {fome have died, be-
ing opened, a Swake has been found
in 1it. When the Heart of a Sinner
is hardened, there is the O/d Serpent,
in the Stone, to make it fo. A Sin-,
ner by bzzrflenfng his 01wn Heart, In-
vites the Divel to take Pofleffion of
it. ‘What the Sinner [nwites, that the:
‘Holy GOD Permits. Yea, There is!_
a Sentence now pafled from che
{potlefs Throne, That it [hall be fo:

But, Oh! What an hard Hearr will
that
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hat be, which has the Dize! filling
it it ! 101101'1 cuarniecy It Satan fill,
oy Heart, what, Wit ul.. tii i COIme
0?7

But (]_1{.311, Vinallv. When God
fudicially gives a Sinner up to bard-
eff of Heart, what Sin will there be,
vhich the Smner will not fall into 2

Tis a dreadful Word ; LXXXI. 12.

[ gave them up unto their on Hear:s
Lufty and they walked in their o,

Lomzfel: Oh! the Snares and Pits
into which now their #alt will car-
ry them ! The Doom which the Ho-
ly GOD now pafles on the bardened
Sinner, is.5 He is Unjuft, and he [ball be
#ill Unjust. He is Filthy, and be fhall
be Filthy (Fill ! The Sinner is now
eft unto the enflaving Power of Qm,
[He will now ferve diver/e Lufts ; a_nd
he will now ftick at no Sin that {hall
be plopoicd unto him. Is" not here
Mifchief enough And an Introdu-
Gion to all the AMifchief 1mag1nable ;
Mifchief {urpafling all Imagination ! t
bor,

~econd -

D 2 |
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Secondly. A Sinner by b:zrrlmi?rg
his own Heare, muft allo fall into all
that  AZLifchief, which every Sim, as
well as an bard Heart has entail’d
upon it. SIN, what is the Wages of
it?2 Our voungeit Children have -
this Inftruétion given them, as part
Of the J1jf!é ﬁ)?' CIlr Bﬂbf! ) Tbﬁ’ I:'Vﬂgf.f
of Sin is Death. Now, this Death, yea,
all of this terrible Death, is what a
Sinner by hardening his Heart will fall
mto: All the Curfe due to Sin; all
the Wo brought by Sin; all the
Wrath to which by Sin the Sinner:
becomes obnoxious. Verily, O Hard-
hearted Sinner‘, NOthiIlg lefs than
Dcffruétion will be thy Portion; A
Deftruétion from God, if thou were not .
horribly Hardened, would be a Terror
unto thee. 1.o, the Great GOD u¢-
ters His Voice, and that a mighty Voice,
in thofe Words ; XXIX. 1. He that
being often Reproved, hardens his Neck,
fhall [uddenly be deffroyed, and that
2without Remedy.

There are Temporal Mifchiefs and
Ruines, whereto Sinners do by bar-

dcning
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dening their Hcarts in Sin, expole
them{elves. There is that Word ful-
illd upon them; Ezek. VIL. 26.
Mifchief  [hall come pon Nfifchief unto
thesn. T heir Sin brings a AZ: ﬂ:bzef on
their E/fate s It 1s a Fire that conjimes
their Swﬁamc’ It brings a Afijchelf
on thecir Effeem: A FWound rﬁfl Z
Dzﬂwfznf*: do they get by 1t, m,..d a
Reproach that will not be 2ire: 2.
it brings a Afifchief on f‘lc_ r B&a'es:
(J'Cd n”.?JLE’S I/.?C’m SICL 1Y . S Hré tﬂC 11
for it. Spiritual Plzgues acr‘omp’*ny
thefe ﬂ/fzﬁ:/:ueﬁ The Sinners DIUNgS
them{clves into Blindnels, into Mad-
nefs, into foolifl cnd brvtful Lufis. Thev
are given up to wile ff.....:zm so _‘:iy
are Iett unto the moft "-},’f-rfm 953
.PU[!!LJ' They l{L,C") Ci1i /.w"Jr q‘hj. [ 170133 -
ding themlielves among the Mot
menrts of the Dead, and there 15 no
Binding of them. It wan't be long
before  the L:\ccuuoh cf that Word
talls upnn them ; Ro H 5". 4.,::.6,?.

f/)} I‘.lm?rj?lf.f) to f?t / .'rc-’ Sy 0t 7"

f{l/‘ TViatl r'ﬁrr.f:*z/" the .*.*y 0f [ ari.

»w

GOd % l“ C l(v' I( ﬂ O.LLS..!."; 'Che Iiﬂa(‘iz
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of the Hard-hearted Leviathans. e're
long, the bardened Heart {hall be
thrown into the Devenring Five, and
Ewverlasting Burnings, where, who
can dwell 2 Oh! What Heart can en-
dure 2 Dwelling therc 2 Ah! lleart
ot Srome, ¢re long thou fhalt ke

thrown berween the direful Mil-
{tones of the Revenges ot God ; and
how miferably Gro und unto Pow-
der there! O the Afifchiefs! O the
11{[6!3“](} ' O the fme Pl;wues and of

long Continuance, 10 which an Jardened

Hearr will terminate ! The E»nd of it
will be in Miferies that will never

nave an End!

APPLICATION.

I. Motit certainly, it very much
behoves us, to Examine ourlelves,

Whether we are not Hard-hearted and
Self-hardened Sinners before the Lord.
Some there are, who have a Lovely.
JoftnefS of Heart. 1t may be {aid of.
theim, as in 2 Chron. XXAXIV. 27.

"I_w_.;e Heart nas bc_m _Tth Shall 1
find
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find out thefe Heirs of Bleffednefs 2
They arc thofe who have a yielding
Soul 5 a Soul ready to yield unto the
Demands ot GOD ; They fay, Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?” Yea, o
‘to bear 2 "They are afraid of All Sin ;
rvonbled at All Sin. The Sins that {feem
Little to others, are Grievons to then ;
A vauin Hord Grieves them; A bufe
Theught Grieves them. To fay no
miore ; ‘They peirceive the bardnefs of
their own Hearts; They bewail it ;
They bemoan it ; It makes them cry
out, O owretched owe that I am! To
thefe Tender-bearted ones there be-
long the great Cowmfolations of God !
Comfort ye, Conifort ye, this my People,
faith the Lovd. But then there are
fome, upon whom a Sinful bardnefs
of Heart is very Confpicuous, very
Notorious, very Diftinguithing. Of
thefe my Context fhall dire& us to
make fome Difcovery. The Verfe
before my Text, is, a notable Paf-
tage. He that covereth bis Sins (ball not
Profper 5 but awhofa confefleth- and for-
fakes them, (hall have Mercy, And now,

¢
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1t fOIIOVVS, He that bardeseth bz Heair
fhall fall  into Afifchicf. Re it now
known unto you. It you will rerain
your S:zs, and not confeff them, not
forfake them, upon thofe Calls unto
Repentance, which you are Lnter-
tained wichal, you are the Sinners
that bavrden  their Hearts. Bur Ol
what Afifchiefs do you Ive open to ?
Concerning the Hearers of our Blef-
led Saviour, we read; Mar. III. .
He looked veund about on thewn i2ith
Angery being grieved for the hardnefs of
their Hearts. He now looks vcund &bout
our Congregation; and where he,
{ees any ftill going on in their Sins,
Ile fays upon themn, Ob! The griev-
ous havdnefs of Hearr, awhich thefe poor:
Stnners are under the power of |
11. But L am now, to Addrefs you,!
with an EXHORTATION, which
I {hall bring you in Terms which the
Holy Spiric of God has prepared for
veu; even thole Terms; Heb. 1IL
75 8. To-Day if you will hear His I'vice,
barden not yeur Hearts. And, Ch ! that
the Holy Spiric would #hs Day fec
11,
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in, to make this Exbortation become
Eficctual ! O Thos irrefiftible Sprrit of
Grace, Do thon break our Hearts, and
make us Tremble at all thofe Things that

will harden them.

That our dear People may take a
due Courfe, to be delivered from the
Mifchiefs of an hardened Heart, let
them now hearken to the Counfels
of God.

Firft. Look up to GOD your SA-
VIOUR, for fo great Salvation. Oh!
Pray hard, Oh! Cry hard, unto the
God of the Spirits of all Flefh, that He
would fave you from an bard Heart,
and gitve you an Heart of Flefh. You
have a {weet Promife of fuch a Ble-
fling ; Ezek. XXXVI. 26. A new

Heart will I give unto you, and a new
Spivit will I put within you ; and I will
take away the Stony Heart out of your
Fleflr, and will give you an Heart of Flefh.
O plead o Gracious a Promife ; and
urge ;5 O my God, Be it unto me accor-

diﬁg 10 r/aj ZVO?‘(Z; and let a _ﬂ?ﬂ‘ Heart
be given to me! It is not in Men or
Means,
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Means, to Soften an bard Hear:t. Ns
they {aid ot Old, /#ho (hall woll away
the Stere freme the Deor (j'!zf?e fc'p:f.’c:’ﬂ'e?
Lven {o, may we fay, /1'bo [holl 1ake
away the Stone [iom the Meave, wbich

kecps it Roiting in the Grave of a finful

o
Eftrangement from God ? Verily, None

but GOD can do fuch a Thing- "Tis
a Creating Work., As he {aid, Create
in me a Clean Heart, O God ; {o muft
we {ay, If cver I have a foft Hearr, O
God, it muft be of thy Crearing in wme !
He that can change a Stawe, into a
Child of Abraham, and none but He,

can change an Heart of Store, and
refcue a Sinner from the Adifchiefs

of it- O Huavd-hearted Sinner, look up

toO th}" SAVIOUR. Be not {fo S:out-
pearted, as 10 be always far from this
Righteoufne[s

Sccondly- There are [-If.-'zrt‘-[n‘ezzkfﬂg
Aeditations, which you are to be ad-

vifed unto; There are Specificks a-

gainft an bard Heart in the Medita-

tions. Of the Things which are hard-

dened by the Cold and Froft of our
I imter, We J:ez.td; 1,.)[3-1 CXI-:.VII- 16.
e

\

L
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He [endeth out bis Word and melteth
thers. It miaght indeed be an Heart-
breaking Subje&t for your Meadita-
tions ;3  How Foolifbly and Fearfully
have I ruincd mylelf by my Sins againft
the Glorions God ! It might be a yet
INOorc FIeth—-b;*eﬂkfﬁrg Subj(':& tor ybrir
Meditations ; Hhat a (hameful Difin=
genutity has theve been, and bow Ungrate-
fully bhave I doney in my Sins againft the
Glovicns GOD? But then proceed,
and Aedirate on what the Hord ot
God has declared unto you, con-
cerning His Infinite Aerey, ready to
Receive and Pardon you after all
your Sins. Methinks, the fending forth
of this IVO?"{], {hould AZel: your Heavts
within you. Behold the Heart of your
Saviour yearning over you; Behold
Him f{hedding His Heart-Rlood tor
your Sins; kHear Him calling to
you, O poor Simner, yet come unto me,
and I will not caft thee ont. Certainly,
to Meditate on {uch a Word, will
Melt your Hearts within you. My
Friend, What an Heart hat thou,
if fleeping it in the "Blood -of thy
Saviour diffolve 1t not! Laft-
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T.aftly. Beware, Oh! Beware of
fuch Things, as will have a Tenden-
cy to harden your Hearts ; Beware of.
all - Heart-hardeners, and as you love
your Souls -avoid them. t

Take the Warnings of God 1f,
you are in hazard of having your
Hearts bardened by the Society of any
Ungodly People; Shun them, Fly
them, no longer Afflotiate with
them; Oh! Forfake the Foolifh and
[ive. Be warned therewichal, That
all Sins againﬂ-Knowledge are mighty
havdeners of the Heart ; The oftner
you Repeat fuch known Sins, the
more will you harden your Hem'ts.‘
But no S:»s have a more fatal Effi-
cacy this way, than the Sins of Un
chaftity. Ah! Bewitching Sins, How|
do you take away the Hearr of them
that Wallow 1n you! What Injﬁztmz-l
tions do they bring upon thofe that
venture on them! When People
have once abandoned themfelves un-
to the Sins of Unchastity, with whay
hardne(s of Heart will they {leight all
the Calls of Heaven, to Reform

thel
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their Evil-doings ¢ With what Stu-
pidity do they go on from one
Vilenefs to another, and wax worfe
and worfe 2 How Stupidiy do they
lay afide all Confideration of their
own Intereft ; and become like Bruit
Beafts, and anon Perifb in their own
Corruption! God leaves them; Sa-
tan takes them ; Norhing will bring
them to any Good. When they are
in Chains for their Wickednefs, even
foen they will Repeat it, being held
In the Chains of their Wickednefs.

Ot this ' we have a very Tragical
Inftance now before our Eyes. One
who by bardening her Heart has
brought herfelf into wonderful Azif~
coief 5 and continues to barden her
Hearr, after the wondrous Aifchief
has come upon her like a Whirl-
wind from the Lord.

Ah, poor Creature; Thou haft
been Guilty of many Sinzs, and Hei~
nous ones, But, Oh! Don’c add this
to all the reft, this Comprehenfive
one, this Atrocious one ; To bardes

L thy
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thy Hecart after all, and fo to bind
all faft upon thy Soul forever.

God has done a dreadful Thing
upon thee, in leaving thee to a
Crime for which thou art now as |
one Wicked overmuch, to Dye before
2y Timze, and e’re twenty five Years
thave rolled over thee, the Sword of
juiﬁce with an zmtimc’{}' Stroak muft
cut thee off. But 1t will be a2 much
more dreadful Thing, if thou art
left after all unto an bard Heart, that
will not Repent of thy Abominati-
ons, and of thy’ Blaadguilri%eﬁ'_

If thou hadft not bardened thy own ‘
Heart exceedingly, Oh! what Things,
would be feen upon thee; other
*Things than are yet {een upon thee!
Verily, A foft Hear: would Mourn |
and Weep and Bleed, for a Life
{weellld away in Sin againft the |
Glorious GOD. A foft Hear: would
foon Drown thee in Tears, from
the View of the doleful Things thy
Sin has brought upon thee. A foft
Heart would make thee own the
Jujtice ot God and Man in. what is

oW
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now done unto thee ; and would Si-
lence thy Froward and Fretful and
Furious Gnathing upon fuch as thow
haft no Caufe to treat with fo much:
tran{ported Fury- :

It vreaks the Hearts of the Good
People in the Place, to fee thy De-
ploravle State: They are concerned,
when they fee thy Lamentable Staze =
But above all, to fee, that thou are
thylelf no more concerned for itj
no more afte&ted with it; f{o little
Broken in Heart, And fhall not thy
owwn Heart at length be Broken, when
thy own State comes into thy Confi-
deration ¢

One once could fay, God makes
my Hear: Soft, and the Almighty Tronu-
bles me. And will it not make thy
Heart Softr, when thou thinkeft on
the amazing Zworble, which thou
fhalt feel from the Wrath of the.
Almighty GOD, it thou Dye in thy
Sins 2 Verily, All the Sorrows thou
{eeft here, are but the Beginning of
Sorrows, 1f thou art not by a broker
Heart prepared for the Salvation of

God” E 2 But
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~ But then, What an Heart-breaking
Thought 1s this? Adargaret; There
is yet Adercy for thee, if thou wilt
not by an hard Heart refufe the Mer-
cy 3 The Mercy, thro’ which Rabab
the Harlot perifbed not 3 The Mercy,
thro’ which AMary AMdagdalene had
her many Sins forgiven her ; 'This Mer-
¢y 1s recady to do Wonders for thee.
A Merciful Saviour Invites thee; O
come unto mey, and I will do Wonders

for thee,
Come and fall down before Him,

and beg the Bleflings of a foft Heart
at His Gracious Hands. I know not
of any Advice that can be {o Proper,

or fo Needful for thee, as this; No
Prayer of fo much Importance to be

made by thee as this.
The Ignorance which lays Chains

¢of Darkneff upon thee, is a fore En-
cumbrance on thy Effays for turning to God.
Yet thou art not fo Jgnorant, but thou canft
make this Petition to thy SAVIOUR. Loy,
fifeen ibis bavd Heart of wane' And, Lord, Be-
stow a New, and a Clean, and a Sofc Heart upon
me ! And,God be Mereiful tome a Smmer 5 yea,
an Havd-Learted Smer !

. Now, May the Gracious Lord accordingly
look down upon thee, The
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Luk. XXIII. 40.
Doft not thon fear God, fecing thos

art under—Condemnation ?

E have before us, what
. calls not only for our .4:-
- ¥, temtion, but aHo for our

Aftonifhment. Who can be-
hold the Son of God in our Flefh,
becoming Obedient umto the Death of'
the Crofs, that fo the Indignities
which the finful Children of Men
have by their Sin offered unto the
Law of God, might be Expiated by
lo macchlefs a Sacrifice! Who cam-

E 3 | be--
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behold, the Fuf fuffering for the Un:
74/, and one molt Huly, Harmlefs,
Undefiled, [eparate firom Sinners, treated
as if He had been the Chief of Sin-
ners ¢ Who can behold this, and not
be Aftonifhed at 1t? The Fuffice of
ene Infinite GOD, never Triumphed
{o Glorioufly ! But one fignal Arti-
cle m the Humiliation of our dear
Saviour, was the fulfilment of that
Prophecy; Ifa. LIII. 12. He awas
numbired with Tranfgieflors. His Ad-
verfaries contriv’d this Ignominy for
Him, rhat there fhould be Two Cs-
pirat Offendors Crucified with Him;
An Ignominious Infli&ion, whereof
the Pagan Derniders of Chriftianity,
as long after as the Days of Hierocles,
made their Advantage. The Cri-
minals, doubtlefs were not fimple
Tnieves 5 A Flagellation with Reftitu-
rion would have been all their Pun-
ifhment, it Zhefr had been all their
Crime. It {feems, as if they had been
Roobers and Cut-throats 5 too dange-
tous Creatures, to have their Lives
induiged unto them. Whatr was done

111,
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in, and for, and by, one of thefe-
Malefaclors, is what will call us to-
be ftill Aftonifhed. Ot thefe two
Malefalfors, wherein fome find a
Type of thofe two People, the Fews
and the Gentiles ; the one continued
an obdurate and obftinate Wretch,
and as he lived {o he died, Aban-
doned of God. The other became
a true Penitenty, and an aftonifhing
Monument, of what the Sovereign
Grace of God may do for the worft
of Sinners in the World. He em-
ploy’d the laft fix or feven Hours
of his Life on the Crofs, at {uch a
rate, that one may fee the whole
Race of Chriftianity run in half aDay,
and the Ground wonderfully {wal-
lowed in a molt expeditions Piety.
The common Opinion 1s, That the
Grace of God firff found him here ;
and that he came to the Crofs, no
other than a finifbed Villain, but was
here in his la{t Moments turned into
a Coild and Saimt of God. But {fome
rather incline to the Opinion, That
the Spirit of God, might Vific hiﬁléi

and -



44 A Sorrowful Spellacie.

and very much Enlighten him, and
Re&ify him, while he was in the
Gaol, none can {ay how long befors
his Execution; and that he might
come to the Crof in fome degree,
furnifhed with that Principle of Grace,
which now broke forth, in its moit
lively and wondrous Operations. Be
it how 1t will ; Here is a Specimen
of what Sovereign Grace may do, for
a Sinner in the laft Moments of his
Life ; yea, of what Sovereign Grace
may do for a-Malefa&tor who dies
on the Gallows!

The firft Effort; which we fee of
the D:ivine Principle, in the Soul of
this Penstent, 1s, His Rebuke upon
his . Fellov-(ufferer. He faw and heard
the Outrages of the Monfter; he
beheld his Outrageous: Affronts unto
the Glorious Redéemer, whom his
own Soul now. Glorified as the Son
of God, and the Ruifer of the Dead;
and he Faithfully and Zealoufly Re-
bukes him for his Behaviour, where-
in he proclaimed that the Fear of God

was horribly wanting in him.
An.
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An Ingenious Man fome Ages a-
¢0, wrote a Learned Book, about,
The Metamorphofis of an Figh-way
Mun into an Apoftle. And he brings
in Chriftians, like Bees, gathering of
Delicious Honey, from the Flowers
growing in the Field, which the
Hiftory of the Penirent Thief affords
unto us. Chriftians, you are this
Day to join with me in that Em-
ployment. Here is Honey out of tbe
Rock !

I have read a Rhetorical Flight,
calling this Penitent Thief, 'The Firft-
born among the Children of a Crucified
Savionr. 1 do not wonder, that I
find Chryfoftom calling him, A Prophet,;
and Athanafins calling him, An Evan-
geliff. It 1s indeed a very Remarka-
ble Thing, That when our Saviour
was forfaken of all His Difciples, and
when He had not one left in the
World openly to appear for Him,a
Converted Thief is imploy’d as a Prea-
cher of His Glories. Ab! Lord, R~
ther than there [hall be mone to Preach
thy Glories, theve [ball be InfFriments

Cdﬂé’(i
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called for that Work ﬁ'am ngrter.r that
none could have imagined! The Crofs
itfelf fhall be fo far from ftopping
the Preaching of the Gofpel, that
you fhall find it admirably done
tfrom the very Crof itfelf. You are
now to hearken unto a Sermon preach-
ed from the Crof. Never had there
been fuch a Serwon heard from {uch
a Pulpit before; Never fuch a Prea-
cher ! A Thief turn’d into a Saint, A
Frifoner turned into a Miniffer ; into
a fort of an Apoftle. A Bloody Ene-
my of God, become the only Believer
and. Confeflor of His Chrift, openly.
appearing in the World. Oh! the
wonderful Changes wrought by the
Grace of our God! Methinks, an
extraordinary Adatter, may be ex-
pected from fuch an extraordinary
Preacher. You may lock to be En-
tertained with fomething that fhall
be well: worthy of your Obfervation,
Behold, a Sermon preached unto

a- Malefaltor, a Poor, Blind, Harden-
ed Malefactor under Sentence of Deatb,
yca, now arrivd unto the laft Mo-
ments
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Moments of his Life under the Ex-
zcution of the Sentence. *Tis preach-
ed by one, who had been Guilty
of the fame Crimes; but was come
unto the Repentance, which would
ffure the pardoning Mercy of God
anto him. They that begin to Fear
God themfelves, are {ollicitous to
oring others unto the Fear of God ;
out none more, than fuch as have
oeen Wicked with or like themielves;
none {o much as their Companions
in Wickednefs. Our Penitent here,
commends unto his Dying Brother,
he only 'Thing that can fecure the
Welfare of a Sou/ after Death ; pro-
cure a Safety to a Never-dying Sox/
and Reproves his want of that Thing,
115, The Fear of God,

‘The DOCTRINE which I am
10W tO ZIVEe you, 1S3

As the RELIGION swhich brings to
SALVATION, 7 to FEAR GOD's
fo0’tis 4 Grievoys Thing for People in
& ouffering Time, and a4 yer more

B o Dread-
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Dreadful Thing for People in a Dyinp
Honr, to be without the FEAR OF

GOD.

I. The firft obfervable Thing
that now .occurs unto us, is; That
Real, Viral, Saving RELIGION
does confift in the Fear of God; A
Religious Fear ot the Glorious God.

The Thing which the Convert
Enculcated on his Friend under Cox-
demnation, is, All that Religian, which
will bring unto Salvation. The Term
ufed for 1it, is, The Fear of God. 'The
Cenfure due to a Man of no Reli-
giony 155 Thou doft not Fear God.

There are fome general Expre-
flive, and Inftruétive Terms, by which
the Whole of Praétical Religion is de-
{cribed unto us. It is called, The
Love of God, a Tr#f#, an Hope, a De-
light in Him, a Seeking of God, and
a Calling on Him. It is called, Conver-
fion, and Repentance, and Newnefs of
Life, and, A good Converfation inChrif,
and, A patient Continuance in . Well-
doing. Oh! Makg a Tryal of your-

fclves
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felves by thefe Difcriptions of Re-
ligion ; Try, See, Find, whether the
Experience -of fuch Things will En-
ritle you to the Denomination ot
Truly Religions, '
But, the Fear of God, is one 6t
thofe notable Terms. And:Gnow,
Come ye Children who would Profefs
Religion, and ‘be found the traly Reli-
gions Children of God; I will teach
you what 3 that Fear of God, whith
15 demanded of ‘you.
- Firft. In true Religion, the Fear of
the Diwvine D;ﬁlcafure, whereto all
Sinners are obnoxious, drives 2 Man
unto the JESUS, who. faves His Peo=
sle from their Sims. ‘The Féar of God
contains in it, a Fear of His Difflea-
fure, to which we are by Sin become
obnoxious. ‘One that has the Fear of
God, can fay, Lord, My Fléfh trembléx
for fear of thy Difpleafure, and I am a-
fraid of the Fudgments vo swbicir my Sin
expofes me, But fo far the Divels
themfelves may go; They Trembié 3
worfe than Divels they who do nost
fo! But the Feﬂ; wherewith we aré
“ tO
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20 be mowved, muft put us upon doing)
what we are to do, that we may be‘
Saved- It muft caufe our Flight unto,
the .only. SAVIOUR. This 1s the
Fear of God in the right Notion of it.|
“Thos:you have been tanght -it in,
Plal.: CXLVIIL. 11. The Lord taketh
Pleafure in them that fear Him, that
Bope in His Mercy. It is the MES
SIAH of God, in and by whom His!
Mercy. teaches us. A Fear without
Hope of that Mercy, is the Defpair of
them that are caft into outer Dark-
meff. The Fear which Awakéns and
Animates our Flight unto that Mercy,
is the Fear of God in the True, Clear,
Grand -Operation of it.

. Ah, Soul fallen from God’ Thou
muft fee thyfelf by thy Sin lying
‘open to the Anger of God! A firange
Punifhment waiting for thee, O worker
6f Iniguity.: Hearken to this. Defru-
£ion from God muft be a Terror to
zhee; Thou haft caufc to be terir
bly. Diftrefled in the Apprehenfions
of it. In chis. Diftrels, a Glorious
L HRIST is to be fst belore thee, ha;
G t
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hy only Saviour! A JESUS, auho

Delivers ﬁo‘m the Ttrath to come, ''T18
requifite, that thou fly unto thy JE=
SUS as thy only Refuge. Look unto
the Sacrifice of thy JESUS for thy
Prop:tiation. 1L.ook unto the Righte-
oufnef§ of thy JESUS, for thy Fuftifi-
cation. Put thyfelt under the CondiéE
of thy JESUS, that thou mayft be
brought unto Life Etermal. This is
the Fear of God. Here, here is rrue
Religion. Unto onc who does cthis,
there fhail be fulfilled” that Word ;
Mal. IV. 2. Unto you that fear my-
Name, [hall the Sum of Righteoufnéfs
arife, with Healing in has I mgs. Tru-
Iy, ‘They that Fear the Nume of God,
arc they that have their Eye to the
Sun of Righteoufnefs, and get.undeg
the fhadow of His Wings, for the
Healing of all that is amifs in theis
Conditien-  Glorioufly this Fear “of
God, fhining in our Convert on the
Crofs. Doff thou fear God, O Regenc-
rate Soul ¢ Yes, Thy Looks towards
His JESUS to be thy Saviewr ; thele
declare thy Fear of God,

I 3 Sccond -
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Secondly. In True Religion, the
Religious Fear of Siuning againft God
Relirains and Governs the Soul
and makes every Sinful Thing, :
Fearful and an Harefu! Thing untc
the Soul. When the Fear of Sin Re-
ftrains and Governs the Mind ex-
ceedingly, then the Man Fears the
Lord exceedingly. The Fear of Sin, is
a main Ingredient in the Fear of God
We read. Prov. VIII. 13. Tue fear of
the Lord 75 to hate Ewil. The Man
who Fears God, is one who [bun:
£vil; one who has an Horror of
SIN, as the worff Ewil, Whatever
fuch a Man takes to be a Siz, he is
afraid of it ; he would not be more
afraid of a Fiery Furnace, A 1 empta-
tzom to Simy 15 rejefted by fuch a
Man, wicth a vaft Abhorrence of it.
The Fear of Sin in True Religion,
iflues from an Awe, and an awful
Sighr which a Believer has of fome
T hings that are not feen.
~ Yirlt; The Prefence of GOD, is
Awtul to a Man that Fesrs Him.
Y'he Fear of God will make a Man
- Real-

1]
"




A Sorrowful Speltacle. 53

Realize the Eye of God. One that
Fears God, is under the Power of this
Apprehenfion ; O Lord, Thon ar: ac-
quainted with all my sways: O Lord,
There s not a Word in my Tongue, but
thou knoweft it : O Lord, Thou knoweff
my Thorghts afar off. This makes him
afraid of every Sin; afaid of even
the moft Secrer Sin. If a2 Sinful and
Vicious or Foolith Zhoughr break
into his Mind, he is afaid of afford-
ing it a Lodging there. An Omni-
prefent GOD, is much Confidercd,
much Reverenced, by the Man that
Fears Him. Such an one may fay, I
have (et the ILord always before me,
He Labours, he Watches, he Wifhes,
That he may behave himfelf afw.;.
as before the Lord,

Again; The Fudgment of GOD
13 Awful to fuch a Man. The Fear
of God affures a Man of a Fudzmen:
o come 5 and it makes him Tremble
at the Apprehenfion of being Pro-
nounced, Guilty, in that Fudgmen:.
The time of the Dead, when they [hall
ve Fudged, is the Time, when a Re-

| S navd
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ovard fhall be given to them that
Fear God. They that Fear God, have
their Eye much on the Time, when
the Dead fhall be Ruaifed and Fudged,
and on the Reward which is then to
be given to the Children of Men.
One that Fears God, is very Thought-
ful . of the Day, when we muft cvery
one [tand before the Fudgment Seat of
Chrift ; the Day when God will bring
eVETY Work into “fudgment. The Dread
of this' Day, is to fuch a Man, The
Tervor of the Lord., His great Studyis,
Ob ! That in the Day of God, I may
dive up my Account with Foy, and not
with Grief! Ob ) That I may do nothing
that may prove to my Difadvantage in
the Day when I give up my Account
unto God! The Fear of God is not 1n
the. Man, who is not fo difpofed, fo
affe@ed. I am {ure, in the Convert
on the Ciofs, thefle things were very
Vifible.

Thirdly. True Religion, which
\Fears God, will Religioufly and Con-
{ciencioufly endeavour to Serve God.
‘£he Worfhippers of GOD, are ca}[;c};

ofe
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Thofe theat fear Him.. The Worfhip
and Service of GOD, is called, Hus
Fear. We read of one, A&. X.2. He
was a Devout Man, and one that feared
God, and prayed unto God always. The
Fear of God will put a Man upon
all the Dewvotions of a Godly Life. 'The
Fear of God will bring forth Prayer ro
God : Secret Prayer, Private Prayer,
Public Prayer; Al Prayer with Per-
feverance in it. When Men caft off
this Fear, then they reffrain Prayer.
The Fear of God, will fill the Life of
a2 Man with Work for God. It will
make a2 Man Abound in the Work of
the Lord. It will make a Man Diligent
in the Work of both His Callings, the
Spiritual and the Temporal. Conti-
nual Acknowledgments of God, are
in the Endeavour of the Man that
Fears Him. We are {fo called upon ;
Prov. XXIII. 17. Be thox in the fear
of the Lord all the Day long. *Tis done
in our conformity to that Rule of
Piety, Acknowledge the Lord in all thy
Ways. This Fear of God will bring a

Man to that Perfwafion, I have to do
With
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with God in every Thing. And from
fo {fweet a Root, as the Fear of God,
there will iffue and flourifh a Love to
Man. The Fear of God will make a
Man afraid of doing or wifhing any
Hurt unto his Neighbour; It will
make him contrive to be a Blefling
in his Neighbourhood ; It will make
him a Good Man, and a Doer of Good.
This, this is to Fear God.

But certainly, you can {carce hear
thefe Inftruétions, without expecting
two Things to be i1mimediately pref-
{ed upon you.

Firft. O view yourfelves in this
Impartial Glaff, and {ee what you are.
Try and {ee, whether you have .the
Fear of God in you, or no. It was
enquired ; Plal. XX V. 12. What Mun
#s bhe that fears the Lord ? Let every
one of us make the Enquiry, Am I
the Man that fears the Lord? Let there
be no fuch Zoken of Death upon us,
as may give Caufe for our being {o
queftioned thereupon, Doff nct tho
fear God ? Examine, Whether upon

the Queﬁion, you can fay, g €Sy |
Pprine
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priz.e CHRIST, I bate Sin, I:walk with
GOD, and Labour to pleafe Him. Oh !
be not at Reift until you come ta

this.

Secondly. You fee, and, Oh! will
you not feek, a Bleffing of which you
have caufe to be exceedingly, un-
fpeakably defirous. *Tis, The: Fear of
God: A Man cannot infufe the Fear
of God into his own Heart.. 1t is the
Grace of GOD. Oh! Let us make
our Supplication to GOD, for this.
Grace. 1f any of .you lack thes Wifdem,
this Beginuing of Wifdom,— Let him
Ask it of Ged. It was an hopetul Cha-
racter of fome ; Neh. L. 11. Toy Ser-
vants who defive to fear thy Name. Oh!
may all of you come into it; and
make that Petition, O Grear GOD,
Let there be an Heart in me to fear
thee ! *Tis a Petition to be made Im-
portunately, to be made Continu-
ally !

II. The Second obfervable Thing
which we have before us, is; That
when People who [uffer Evil Things,

continue to do Evi¢ Things, 1t argues
that
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that the Fear of God is wanting in
them. Oh! Grievows Thing! Did
the Sun.ever look upon a more Griev-
ozrs ‘Thing! Ah, Forlorn Soul, where-
in: fuch’a Grievons Thing fhall be
exemplified! When a poor Man Cox-
démned unto various and grievous
Miferies, went on in Grofs Mifear-
riages, and the Croff itfelf would:not
make "him turn unto God, this pro-
cured that Righteous Reproof unwo
the miferable Creature, Doft not thou
fear God 2 It fhew’d great Want of
the - Fear of Ood.

-~ Let us a little Inform ourfelves,
How 1t is.

Firft. Some that [«ffer very {ad
Things, do not Reform the Sins,
which have brought their Swuffering:.
It may be {aid of {fome, as in Jer. V.
2. O-Lard, Thes haft Confumed them,
bus they have vefufed to receive Coires
tion. Qur Affliclions come to -us,
with a Meflage from God. The A1e-
fage, and Language of them, is; Ob.
Repent of thy Way, and of thy Doings,
awwhich have vrocuved thefe things unto

thee ;
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thee 3 Of the IWickednefS, which bas vro-
cured thee all ths Bitternefs. Yet man
Afli&ted .ones there are, whofe At-
flictions do not, bring them to Re-
pentance. ‘Lheir Iniquity is not therehy.
Purged, and the Fruit thereof is not
the taking aw y af their Sin. The Dut]:
they Omitted before their Afflictions,
tho” they are Afflicted, yet they
continue in their Omiffion of .it. The
Trefpaf§ they committed before : thejr
Affli¢tions, tho’ they are Afli&ed,
yet they continue in their Commiffion
of it. Tho’ they have born Chaftife~
ment, they .are not Inquifitive what
thofe Offences may be, for which they
have been Chaftifed ; and they do
not {ay, What is meet furely to be faid
unto God, I will not Offend any more.
Tho’ the Holy One have Stricken
them for their Sizming againft Him,
yet they are not more ajfraid of Sin-
nEﬁg, than .formerly. T_h(f Godﬂby
vexing them with all Adverfiry, make
it -an Evil World . unto them, yet
they are not.more weaned from. the
Love of the World, 'Iho’ they. have
aln
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an Afflilted Life, yet they do not lead
a more Prayefful, a more Fruitful,
a more Heavenly Life; a Life of
fnore Communion with God. Tho’
the Rod be Employ’d upen them,
yet they do not Hear the Red. The

have their Croff, but no Peaceable
Fruits of Righteoufneff growing upon
1t.
~ Secondly. Some who Siwned be-
fore they Swffered, fall into New and
‘more Sins, after their Szgﬁéring;. Evil
Men vax worfe and worfé under thofe
‘Things, which they fhould have
grown Better upon. We read of fuch
an Incerable; 2 Chron. XXVIIIL. 2a.
In the time of hes Difivefs,-did he Tre-
[Pafs yet more againff the Lord. There
are many Fools, who becanfe of their
Tranfgreffions, and becanfe of their Ini-
guities, ave Affiilfed. And yet ‘they
add mew Tranfgreffions, and "add new
Iniquities, unto the old Score of their
Enormities ; This they do after their
Afflictions. They have Simmed, and
they have Smarred ; And, for all thi
they bave Simmed f#il} ; and they gaqvg

acae
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added #ew Sims unto the vaft Heap of
their Provocations ; and been more
Sinful, in further Out-breakings, and
Outrages of Impiety. *Tis efpecially
thus, when People do like the Wick-
ed Thicf on the Crofs, Blafpheme God
under their Afflictions ; When they
are full of Difcontent, full of Impati~
ence, full of Murmuring under their
Afthctions; full of Envy againftthofe
who do not endure the like Afli&i-
ons ; When they take Indire& Courfes
(O efcapc their Aﬂ'li(ﬂ:ions_, rml:z')zfﬁfz
Metnods to abate their AfHicions.
That ever the World fhould have
fuch Afonsiiers in ic! |

Thirdlv. Such  Incorrigible ones,!
difcover themfelves to be deftitute of
the Fear of God. We may on tiis oc¢-
cafion {ay that in Pfal.” XXXVL r.
The Tranfgreffion of the Wicked [aith
Within wy FHeart, There is no fear. of
God before bis Eyes. The Charge may
be very plainly proved upon them. |

Firft., If we fee Sufferisigs upon other
People, God exXpeets that we Feay
Him, and improve in 2l Goodnefs,

| (x 1pon
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upon fuch Admonitions. Thus we
read. 3 Zech- I11. 7. I hawve cut aﬁ' th
Nationsy— I faid, Surely thou wilt fea
e, thow wilt receive Inflrultion. Surely
then, if we do not receive Inftrudtion
from Sufferings upon ourfelves, ’tis
plain, that we do not Fear God. When

others are Scourged, God exped&s that
awe fhould all Hear and Fear, and no

more do Wickedly. Surely then, if
they that are under the [ame Condemna-
Ziom, €0 On to Sin under their Scour-
ges, thele do not Fesr God. There
can be no doubt of this !

Secondly. They who get »o Good
by their Sufferings, forget that they
have to do with God in their Suffer-
sngs. Were People {enfible that God
{fends their Suferings on them, and
comes booking for the Fruit of His Dil-
penfations, they would certainly get
ﬁme Good by them. We read, Job V.
6, 8. Affiition comes not forth of the
Duft, neitber doth Tronble fpring out of
zhe Ground.— I would feek unto God
Were we f{enfible, that we have to
do with an Higher than all Second
o I -rgmffei
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Caufes in our Sufferings, they would
certainly - bring us nearer to God.
But now, if Men caft off the Senfe
of God, it is plain, they alfo caft off
the Fear of God. It i1s undoubtedly
{o.

Thirdly. They that are Incorrigible
Sinners under Sufferings, are unque-
ftionably Umnconverred Sinners. We
read ; Pfal. CXIX. 71. It 2 good for
me, that I bave been Affliffed, that I
might learn thy Statutes. 1t 1is themn
good for us that we have Suffered any
Humbling Things, when we are
quickened in and by our Sufferings,
to Learn, and to Love, and to Do
the Statutes of God. There i1s a true
Converfion to God, in doing {o. Un=
der Sufferings, to be brought into the
Frames, and unto the Rules of a New
Creature 5 under Sufferings, to be
brought into the Covenant of God,
and of His Grace, and unto a con-
{ent unto all the Articles of it; un=
der Sufferings, to Embrace a Precious
CHRIST, in all His Offices, for and
with all His Benefits; And under

G 2 Suf-




64 A Sorrowful Spetacle.

Suffeizngs to have all Sin rendred A-
bominable to us ; This 1s to get Good
by S#fferings. But they who are
Strangers to thcle things, are Usz-
converted Sinneys. And all Unconvers-
ed Sinners, are Strangers to the Fear
of God. Unto cvery Unconverted, and
Unregenerate Soul, Tuce haft forfaken
the Lord toy God, and my Fear 15 not
in thee, faith the Lord God of Hofts.
This cannot be queftioned.

Laftly. Sinners Incorrigible under
Sufferings, proclaim themfelves with-
out Fear that the Fuffice of God, may
Y€t bring morc beafvj Suﬂ'erfng: upon
them. They make a Fearleff, Dar-
ring, Hardy Challenge to the Fu/fice
of God. God threatens them who
are Incorrigivle under their Sufferings,
at that rate; Lev. XXVI. 23, 24.
If ye will mot be Reformed by thefe
Things, then will I Punifl you yet [even
2imees more for your Sins, God will go
on, Punifhing the Incorrigible Sinner,
and Multiplying Iis Plagues upon
hum, until he has deftroy’d the Sin-

ner wonderfully. God will go on fFil
i [hisInfliCtions, 1t the Sinner will zoou fiil
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in his Trefpafles. Yea, Tis the tre-
mendous Commination of God ;
After thy Hardnef§ and Impenitent Heart,
O Incorrigible Sinner, thou {hale
find thou haftbeen rreafuring up Wrath
againft the Day of Wrath, and thy wo-
ful Portion will be in the Perdition of
Ungodly Men. But, the Incorrigible are
not afraid of what a juft God will
do unto them. No, you Wretches,
whole Heart-ftrings are Sinews of
Iron, you Fesr it not! This fully
proves the Indiflment, That the AMale-
factors have not the Fear of God before
their Eyes.

Thefe Things cannot well go off,
without this Dire&ion unto us. My
Brethren, Give this Demonitration,
that you have the Fear of God ; Hav-
ing [uffered Evil Things, do not per-
iift, Oh! no longer perfift, in Doing
any Ewvil Things. Be prevailed withal,
to make this- Ufe of all your Sxffer-
Ings. Confider, 7Vhat s the Errand
which the Affliction I now [uffer s come
upon 2 Make that Requeft unto God;
Job X, 2. Shew me wherefore thou con-

G 3 tendeff
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tendeft with me. But then, Repent,Oh!
Repent of the Mifcarriages, which have
procured fuch a Suffering for you.
It is a memorable Word ; Rev.II1. 19.
As many as I Love, I Rebuke and Cha-
ftens be Zealows therefore, and Repent,
Chriftians, If you grow more Zealons
of all good Works, and Repent of all
vour Evil Works, there has been the
marvellous Lowve of God, in Rebuking
and Chaftening of you. Conform to
the Will, Comply with the Call, of
Him, who fends all your Sufferings,
as His Me[fengers, upon you. Be Sol-
licitous for nothing {fo much as this;
Ob! that my Sufferings may not be lof
aporn me'! This will Demonfitrate,
That you Fear God. And, O Lord,
How greal 75 tl)y Goodﬂeﬁ, which thos
baft laid wup for them, who [o do Fear
thee!

I111. The Third obfervable Thing,
1n which the Sound of the Trumpet
1s to wax yet Louder and Iouder
UNto us, is this : “Tis a Dreadful Thing
for any one to Dye withous the Fear of

God,
Why
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Why was the Convert fo much 1
Farneft, that his poor Friend might
have in him the Fear of God ? Why,
He was juft a Dying. He was to Dye
that Afternoon. If he Dy’d betore
he had the Fear of God wrought in
him, he muft pafs into a very Bad
Condition after Death. Had it not
been {0, to what purpofe had it been
{o earneftly to inculcate the Fear of
God upon him! Truly, If any Man
Dye, before he have a Soul Impreg-
nated, Re&ified, Purified, by the Fear
of God, the leaft that can be faid, 153
It had been good for that Man, that be
had never been Born. If the Life of a-
Man come to an end,. before the
Fear of God has begun to Regulate
his Life, his Death will bring a dread-
ful Change upon him. Tis a fearful
Thing for a Soul to go out of the
World, not marked with the Fear of
God for Bleflednefs in another World.
Never, never was there heard a more
Aftonithing Thunderclap, than that
Word ; Joh. VIII. 24. Ye fhall Dye in

your Sins, This, this will be the F at?
Ol
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ot them, who Dye without the Fis
of God. 'They Dye in their Sins, ang
their- Death is a Ziap-deor, that let
them down into horrible Miferies.

‘The Pulpit muft now become 3
Sinai. And fince you are now tq
fland before .a Flaming Mountain,
Be afraid, O ye Sinnersin our Zion;
Lct Fearfulneff alfo Surprize you, O
ye Hypocrites thercof. I am to tell
you ;

Firt. The Future State will be 2
Difmal Stare unto them, whofe Deatl
finds them in / Terms with God. We
have all. poffible Affurance, that after
Death Men pafs into a Future State.
After Death a Fudgment. A Redee-
mer, who by Rifing from the Dead,
aflerted Himfelf to be the Eternal
Son of God Incarnate, has affu-
red us of it- The Future State, as
it will be Inconceivably Happy to
lome, fo it will be Unutterably Dole-
ful .to others. It will have fuch a
Duftribution as that ; Matth. XXV.
46. TheWicked [ball go arway into ever-
lafting. Punifbment; but the Righteons

10



A Sorrowful Speflacle. 69

into Life Eternal. Particularly; There
are fome, who at their Death have
their Spirits turned among Divels:
One may. almoft fay, turned into
Divels. 'They are confined unto very
unealy Contufions: Rueful Chains
of Davknef§ are laid upon them. They
Languith under the amazing Terror
of a Mrath to come ; A Fiery Ind;'gm_
tion that {hall one Day Dewour thems
He will one Day Raife them from
the Dead : But it will be, that He
may inflict a. Second Death uponthem;
and a Death which will have in it,
q Torture {uitable to the Demerit of
their Offences: A Torture whereto
all the Racks and Fires here, are
but Adetaphors. AN Guilty Confcience
will remain in their Spirits, and the
Wrath of God therewith forever Tor-
auring of them. Thus, even thus, the
Enemies of God are to be dealt wichal.

Secondly, ThePeople whole Deat’s
inds them without the Fear of God,
are fuch as Dye in id Terms with God:
And, Oh! What, what will the Fu-

wre State be unto them! We read;
Pfal.
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Plal. XC. x1. Who Eknows the Pow
of thine Anger? Lwven according to th
Fear, [o thy Wrath, Men fhall b
treated by the "Wrath of God, accor
ding to the Fear of God which ther
has been in their Souls. By the fea
of God Men get from under H;
Wrath, But if they are without th
fear of God, they have His Wrath for
ever abiding on them. For,
Firft. If People Dye wichout the
fear of God, they Dye Unpardoned :
A nd this Entails the formidable #7at!

of God upon them. We read; Pfal
CIII. 1Y, X2, Great s Merc_y 2

swards them that fear Him. He remove
our Tran(greffions %om us. But if Peo-
ple do not fear God, their Sins are
lying on them, fticking to them; m

ome of a Thoufand, alas, not one o
their many Thoufands, removed from

them. The W7arh of God therefore
falls upon the Man, who Dies witl:

out the fem' of God. He i1s not at Peac
wits God, and {o he can’t avoid the

Wrath of Ged. But, Oh' How dread
tul a Thing to fall under the Wt

0
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of the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY'!
How fearful a Thing to full ino the

Hands of the Lifw'frzg God ! The Wrath
of God {fometimes lays People under
incredible Torments in ths World.
But undoubtedly, the Tormenting
Blows and Scalds, which the #%rath
of God will give unto the Children of
Wrath in the World to come, will ex-
ceed all that is ever {een in this
World. Oh! Never yet were thofe
unfearchable 'Tr“eaﬁﬁ‘es of Wrath fo
broken up, that any Pecople alive
upon Earth, have had a full Difplay
thereof. But there is this Zerror of the
Lord added unto the difwal Staze of a
Sinner lying under this FHrath ; We
know no Period of i:+! "The l.amenta-
tions will not be, AL cur Days are
vaffcd away undey thy Wrath, No, The
Days will Newer, Never, Never be
All paffed asvay. Nor will they be Days
neither. They will be Nights rather
than Dzzy.r- Tis all aurrer Dm'fmeﬁ.;
There will be BlacknefS of DarknefS
forever. O Dreadful! To be Exiled
rom GOD ! And with an everlaft-

g
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/
ing Exile! To be made Veffeis of
IVrath, wherein the Itrath of God a-
oainft Sin, fhall hang up Everlafing
Monuments and Spectacles! This is
the Portion of them who Dye with-
out the fear of God: This the Heritage
of them who do not get into the
Favour of God before they Dye.
~ Secondly. If People Djye without
the fear of God, they Dye with a Vene-
smons Nature {till unchanged; and fo
they carry an Erernal Fuel for the
IWrath of God into Eternity with them.
We read, Rom. VIII. 7. The Carnal
Mind 15 Enmity againft God, Until the
fear of God come into the Mind, the
Smner has a Carnal Alind that re-
mains uncured in him. Now cthere
i1s no profpe& for the Cure of that
Carnal Mind, when a Sinner is fallen
under the Revenges of God, for his
Enmity. No, He that is Unjuft will
till be Unsnft 5 and he chat is Filthy
will be Filthy ftill. A perpetual Ez-
mity to God i1s then rivetted into the
Mind of the Sinner; Never, never to
be gottenout, But what will be the
| Con-
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Confequence of this Enmity 2 It muft
needs make the Future State a very
Difmal one. A perpetual Enmity to
God, muft nceds involve the finful
Wretch in a perpetual Wretched-
nefs. No Comfortable ¥ifions of God
can be allow’d unto him, whom God
connteth fir Hws Enemy. Continual Re-
bukes from God, will be thundered
upon him. Irregular Paffions will
keep his Enraged Soul in a perpetual
Storm. His Defires will never be gra-
nfied, but be always creating of
Trouvles unto him. He will Hate God,
and God will Vex him; and the
Vengeance of Heaven will be per-
petually Triumphing over him. This
‘tis to Dye without the Fear of God:
This muft they look for, who Dyec
without Wildom,

And now, Oh ! the Importunity,
the Fervency, the Enerey, which
the EXHORTATION fhould be
urged withal !

See to it, O all ye People, every one
of you, See to it, That you Dye not

I with-
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without the ﬁ*a'r of G od, and, Alicnated
jrom the Life of God.

My Hearers, We¢ arc every one
of us all, under a Condemnation of
Death. Know you not? Alss, you are
obliged every Day to fee the Execu-
tion of ity Iz 5 appointed unto Men
ence to Dye. The irreverfible Sentence
¥s gone out from the Mouth of God;
$o Death has paffed upon all Men, for
that all have Sinned.

What ¢ My Friend, Under this
Condemnation, and not Ferxr God! O
our Dying People,— And 1 Addrefs
every one of you all, under that Ap-
pellation ; O our Dying People, Wiy
owill you Dye, and not get thc Fear of
God into your Souls before you Dye?

Firft. There are Noze of you, but
for ought you know, may Dye very
Sreedily, yca, may Dye very Suddenly.
Unto the Youngeff and unto the
Strongeff of you all, and unto them
that are moft ready to pwr far away
she Ewvil Day, it may be {aid, as in
Prov. XXVIL. 1. Boaft nor of To
Dorrow, for thow knoweft nos awbat, @

aay
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D.iy may brinz ferzh, Childretr, It
highly Concerns: every one ot you,
to Retre this very Lvening, and
Coiminune with yeur owmn Hearts, and
ask, H:ve I yet attained unto the fear
of God 2— Ask, Is my Soul yet Reneaw-
ed with the fa‘::?" qf God? And {end
up your Cries from the Duft unto
the Lord ; Even thofe Cries; Pfal.
LXXXVI. 11. Lord, engage my Heart
to fear thy Name. You are not fure
that you have one Weeck more to
Live. *Tis Time to lay hold on 2
Mercy, for the enfuring whereof you
are not {ure of having any more
Time allow’d unto you.

Secondly. There are Sowe of you,
who know, that you are juft going
to Dye.

sged People {urely cannot but know
this. 1 am therefore to {ay unto you
An Aged Perfor 2without the fear of God,
Oh! ’Tis one of the moft Melan-
choly Sights that can be look’d up-
on. What? Faff Fifty, and come to
the Ufe of Glaffes, and flying down
to the Grave, with the Haffe of an

Eaglc
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Eagle to the Prey ; and {till wichout
the fear of God! Oh! Lamcntable !
I cnrreat you, I entreat you, Syrs,
to make Haffe 1n litting up your Cries
unto God. Os! God of all Grece, Im-
plant thy Iear in my Scul before Idie !
.0b! Let not my Death [urprize e, be-
fore the Grace of thy Fear hius Enlighten-
ed me! And Oh'! be at no Quiet,
until you feel the Working of it.
Your Epitaph will elfe quickly be
that ; Eccl. 1X. 3. MadnefS # in their
Heart while they Live, and after that
they go to the Dead.

But of thofe who are fure of hav-
ing the Arref of Death prefently
ferved upon them, there is nonethat
has a more afte&ting Affurance of
it, than a PoOor Darzfgbfer af Deatb_,
who 1s this Afternoon to have her
Soul Required of her. Ah! poor Crea-
ture ! Doff not-thou fear God, [ceing thow
art wnder a Condemmnation, to a Tragi-
cal Death which is to be this After-
noon executed on thee ; and wichin
three or four Hours, thy Soul 2will be

Reguired of thee; within three or four
Hours
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Hours thy Soul muft make its Ap=~
pearance before a Terrible GOD!
Oh! What, what will be the Con-
dition of that Perifhing Soul, if neo
Fear of God be found in it, when it
Appears before Him ? '
There 1s indzed a vaflt Abundance
even to a Profufion, of Inffru&tions,
beftow’d more Privately onfuch Male-
fattors as Dye among us: No Place
uspon Earth does equal this Place for
that Exercife of Charity. And this
poor Creature has had a very parti-
cular Share thereof: Nor only have
the Miniffers of the Gofpel done theiz
Part, in Vifiting of her, but alfo
many Private Chriftians have done
theirs, in a moft Exemplary man-
ner. As of old in Ferufalews it was
the Ufage of the Ladies, to Prepare
for the Dying M:zlqﬂzéfar:_, that Po-
tion which was called, The Wine of
tne Condvrnned, {0 the Young Gentle-
women here in their Turns, have
Charitably gone to the Prifon every
Day for diverfe Weeks together, and
becanfe of her not being able ro Read,
o I have
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have {pent the Afrerncons in Read-
ing Portions of the Scriptures, and
other Books of Pietyv, to this Con-
elemned Woman, and giving their Ex-
ccllent Counfils unto her. Never-
thelefs, we chufe in a more Publick
way alfo to dircé& a few Words of
our Sermons, unto fuch Perfons,
when we have them among our
$learcrs ;s Becaule, the Picaching of
2he Gofpel, 1s the Grand Ordinance. of
our daviour, for the Converfion of
Stnner from the Ervor of bis way : and
we would wait upon our Glorious
LORD, in that way which he has
Ordained, hoping, fiill hoping, to
iee a Soul (aved from Death !
Wherefore once more, O mifera-
ble IVoman, cntring into an Lternity
to be trcmibled at 3 Once more, thou
thalt ‘hear the Foyfu! Sound of the
Goﬁval, im*iting thtﬁe to the Fear af
Goa, and the Fuith of thy only Savi-
our. And if there bz not in this I.aft
Etlay, a more faving Impreflion from
1the Glorious Gofpel of the Bleffed God
made upon thee, than thou -haft- iyizt;--
L o {8
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fcle from any former ones,— Oh -
the dreadful, dreadiul Confequences!
What will become of thee!— Can
thy Hands be Strong, cr can thy Heart
enduie, in the View of what a Terri-
ble GOD will order for thece?— Be-
hold, Ah! poor Afargaret, Behold
a mughty Congregation of People,
with Hcarts Bleeding for thee, and
Withing and Praying and Longing
to {ec the fear of God making fome
Difcoveries in thee. And fhall thy
Heart il remain unaffe&ed with
thy own Condition; difcovzring ftiil
a total Eftrangement- from the fean
of Goa ! No Tears are enough, Tears
of Blood were not enough, to be em-
ploy’d on {o prodigious a Spectacle.
I am forry, T am forry, that I find
mylelf obliged fo much to fpeak it.
Even fince thou haft been #under Con-
demnation, thou haft not feared God.
Not many Hours are pafled, fince 1
faw in thec, fo much Rage, and-fo
Unrighteoufly harboured, and {o Inde-
eently Vomited, again{lt fome Ver-
tuous Childeen, of God, thatit was
U t00
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too Evident, this fear of God had not
yvet begun to foften thee.

But if the fear of God enter not in-
to thy Soul, betore thy Soul be dri-
ven out of thy Budy, which will be
now,— alas, before many Minutes
more be cxpired, thy Defolate, For-
faken, Miferable Soul, can have no
part in the Kingdom of God. My Soul
cannot be fafe, if I forbear to tell
thee {o !

Ah, poor Creature, Art thou wil-
ing to Dye unreconciled unto the
God, whem thou haft Affronted with
infinite Provocations? To Dye, and
fall into the Mouths of Dragons, whe
have {o .long peiloned thee, and en-
flaved thee? To Dye and be caft
into the Eternal Burnings, from
whence the Smoak of the Torment
will afcend forever and ever ? What?
Shall all the Means of Good, which
in a Religious Place have been ufed
for thee, with hopes that they might
find out one of the Eleé? of God, ferve

only to aggravate thy Eternal Con-
demna-
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demnation at the laft 2 Oh! Dread-
ful Confideration !

But, Oh! Be Aftonifhed at it!
There 1s yet a Docr of Hope {et open
tor thee; It will far onze Flour 1t may
be, ftand open yet! Oh! Be full of
Aftonithmencs at {fuch an Flearc-mele-
ing Declaration, as is now to be
made unto thee. A Compaflionate
SAVIOUR, is yet willing, to Cleanfe
thy Soul with His Blood, from the
sins, which by cafting off the fear of
God thou haft fallen into; yet wil-
ling to create in thee a Clean Heart,
that fhall be filled with the fear of
God, if he be fought unto; yet call-
ing to thee, O look unto me and be Sa~
ved! And yet affording unro thee

that Encouragement, in Joh. V1. 37.
He toat cometh unto me, I will in no

wife caft out.

And, Oh! What wilt thouy now
do under thefe Aftonifthing Invicati-
ons 7 Wilt thou not improve thefe
few Minutes with a2 moft wondrous
Induftry and Agony? Do fo, and

¢ no longer {uch an Hard-hearted
Lro-
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Prodizy! Fall down beforc thy SA-
VIOUR, and cry out; O my Savi-
ciryy Tuke pitty en wy Soeul, and now at
the Laft, let Sovcreign Crace break forth,
with a good Work of thy fear in my
Sonl ! Cry out, O my Sevicur, Let my
Sin be all pardened, and let all Sin be
as Abuninayle unto me, as it 15 unto all
that fear thy Name ! Let thy Outcries
pierce the very Heavens.

But, be it known unto thee, If the
fear of God be in thee, it will be a
thing more Biiter than: Death unto thee,
that thou haft Sinned againit His
Glorious Majefty; Thy Malice a-
gainft every Neighbour will be ex-
tinguithed ; Thou wilt fubmit with
Paticnce, to the Punifbment of thy
Iniquity 3 And thou wilt be an Ho-
ty, Humble, Thankful Soul, and
quite another Creature ! God of
Flis Infinite Mercy make thee {o!

Tho’ I have now rio more to {ay
unto this poor Creature ; yet I have
fomething to f{ay unto </ this Con-
agregation c¢f God ; and her Circum-
{tances furaifh me with an Awful
{Occafion forit, 1
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I wifh,;Oh! I wifh, the Tcftimo-
ries of a thorough Repemtisice in her,
were more Con] picuous. But i would
make the beft Ufe ' I can, of what
Little has been obtained.

This Woman in her better Frames,
has very Voluntarily over and over
again, teftified her Defire, to do what
Good may be done, by an Inffrunzent,
that fhe has put into my Hands;
signed with her own, before f{everal
Witne(fes, after every Claufe thercot
had been diftiné&ly Confidered with
her. An Inftrument which 1 {hall
now Read unto you.

Miferable Death is haftened
upon me, tor my Sins againft
“ the Almighey God. T own the Ju-
ﬂlce of the Almighty in what is
“come upon me; and I own alf
" the Juftice of the Government, in
E\ecutmg the Sentence of the Law
Wthh cuts me off. I have reafon

- to be amazed at the Mer 9% of the
¢ L. ord,
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¢ Lord, in providing a Saviour for
¢ {o great and vile a Sinner. I fly to
¢ Him, that my Sins may be all par-
¢ doned for the fake of His Blood,
“ and that I may be delivered parti-
© cularly from the Bloodguiltinefs
¢ wherewith 1 am juftly Chargeable ;
“ and alfo that He would give me a
¢ New Hearrt, and make all my Sins.
¢ Bitter and Loathfome to me.

‘I am f{enfible, That without a
‘ true Repentance, I muft Perifh un-
* der the dreadful Wrath of God:
‘And wo tome, if T Dye in my
¢ Sins. But I am informed, That in
¢ Repenting of my Sins, I fhall do
“ well to warn other Sinners againit
 {fuch things as have been the undo-
¢ ing of my Soul.

“1 do therefore declare, Thatl
¢ believe God has been greatly Of-
¢ fended at me, for the Sins of an
¢ Unbridled Tongue ; whereof Sawear-
* ing and Curfing is to be particular-
° ly reckoned ; and for my Profana-
“ tions of His Holy Sabbaths. But
. the Sin which. above many lies

° heavy
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‘ _heavy on my Mind, 1s my Difo-
“ bedience and Rebellion againit my
-Palents ; A Sin againft “which I
“ would have all to be warned, that
“would not come to an untlmcly

¢ Ind

I alfo Bewail before the Lord,
and His People, the Sins of Unch.a
jt‘!t)_., which have led me on to the
Rumc that is now come upon me,
L1ttle do poor Creatures confider,
* when thcy are once got 1nto the
Unclean ways of Unchalftity, what
they {fhail come to.

Beme; forfaken of God, I attemp-
Led in Murderous Ways, to Dcftroy
my Unborn Infant. God faw my
\ViLLedl els, and would not let me

fucceed in thofe Attempts; but left
“me to fuch a Negle& ofmy New-
bom Infant, as has made 1t a juft
tHlnE that I {lhould now DVC for the

* Murder of it.
‘* God be Merciful to me 2 Sinncre
" and make my Warnings Profitabla
© to other Sinners.

i Th>
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The V. s0lent Paﬂzom whcreinto this
Woman has been Tranfported fince
her calm and ifree Exhibition of ¢his
Inftrument, leave us at a perfe&
Lofs what to make of her. We cap
do no more, but leave her ro the
unknown Mercy of God.

~ But my Hearers, You can your-
felves now generally make agreeable
Remarks, on this Inftrument ; And you
will not let fuch an unconsmen Engine
of Piety be loit among you.

But, I hope, Unduriful Children ef-
pecially will tremble ar the Speétacle
which God this Day hangs up for
them all with a2 Trembling Soul to
look upon. Undutiful Children, How
often, how often have you now
heard from the Gallows, thofe dole-
ful Ejulations, Difobedience to Paremts
is what brings to ths! Yea, ’tis a won-
derful Thing I am now to tell you.
This poor Creature here, cannot
now forget it. In a mad Rage once,
[ Horrible to be fpoken ' ] the Curfed
ber own DMother. And her enraged

Mother then uttgred that Impreca-
tion
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¢ion upon her, I wifl thoi mayeft Dye
apon the Gallosys! And now, {fce what
it is come to! Oh! do not you go
on in your Difobedicnce. 1f you have
aiven your Paremts caufe to Com-
plain, that you have made Heavy
Hearts for them, Repent of what you
have done ; and Obey them, Oblige
them, Comfore them. What will the
1Toly GOD clfc leave you to¢ Child,
If thou awilt not bearken to my Counfil,
I kuow that God bhas detcrimined, He
will deftroy thee !
And, Oh! that all Profane Delays
of Reépéntance, might after this appear-
more Frightful, from & freth and a
black and a ftupendous Expeiimernt,
that has been made of the Dangér
in them. This poor Creature, tpon
her very firft Imprifonment, had the
beflt Advice that could be given uh-
to her, to [pend her Time unto the béff
Advantage. But a vile Perfon in the
Prifon perfwaded her, that he fhould
make his Efcape, and weculd carry
her oft; and all fhould be well. 1
Krow not how to relate the Hidéous
1.2 Hard-
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Hardnef§ of Heart, which this Foolifh
Perfwafion betray’d her to. But 1

cannot perceive any of all her Follies,
to be now more Cruciating to her,
than what were the Fruit of this
Perfwafion. Particularly, That now
fhe minded nOthing of Repeﬂrmzce_.,
uneill her Condewmnation s And God
knows, what poor Work fhe has
made of it fince, tho’ the Honour-
able Judges have Mercifully allow'd
o much Time unto her— O Pro-
craftinating Sinners, If by fecure
Delays of Repentance, you {o Vex the
Holy Spirit of God, ‘as to procuse
His Departure from you, whar Hard-
weff of Heart may you be given up
unto ! Wo to them, when I depart from
them, [aith the Lovd.

But now at laft, Shall the Sius of
Unchaftity undergo one Contufion
more ¢ Good God, inake it an Effeitual
. one |

Abominable Sins! The Sins where-
of our Holy JESUS, hath from Hea-
ven fent this Notice to us, [ hate them!
‘The Sinsy which the Holy Scripture

points
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points out, as a fatal Ditch, a filthy
Pit, {et open for the Abborred of the
Lord. How Mifchievous the Abomi-
nations ! What Wounds, what Wounds,
do they leave upon the Souls of Men!
What #ounds upon all their Interefts'
What Infatuations doaccompany them!
Oh! the Hideous Havock, which
the Sins of Unchaftity make among the
polluted Children of Men ! The-
Ruines which they undergo from the
Flefhly Lufts, thatWar againft our Souls

Ah, Tempted Souls; I don’t pro-
pofe that -you fhould make any Rafls
Vows, under the Anguifh which tha.
filthy Fires may -give uato you. I
know, you'l break them if you do.
But the beft Propofal is,  To Hum--
ble your{elves in the Du«f before the..
L.ord.. What elfe can you do, when -
the Serpents of the Duft are Coiling a—:
bout you ? From thence, lift up your -
Cries unto your Saviour, O my dear
Savioury I [hall Sin againft. thee, if thou
forfake me, Ob! For(ake me not utterly!
Ob! Pity me; 'Ob' Refcue me. The
Blood of thy-Crofs has purchafed for me:

T 4 - e |
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63 A Sorrowful Speflacle.
the Death of my Inordinate Lufts. O
Giveme the Grace, which thy Death has
puvchafed for me. Let my Lufts all Dye
befire it! O Succour my Tempted Soul ;
And, O Holy Spirit of Grace, do thos
take Poffeflion of me, and Purify me,
Purify me Wonderfully! Thus keep
Crying to vour Holy Lord. Who can
tell, how He will Send from above,
how He will Zake you, how He wil

Draw you out of many Waters !
1 cannot but think, That there is
a Vvice of God unto the Country in
this Thing ; That there fhould be
{fo many Inftances of Women Exe-
cuted for the Murder of their Baffard-
Children. There are now Six or Se-
ven fuch unhappy Inftances, that
are upon Record, and made Pillars
of Sal: in Printed Memorials. - Lo, Gad
fends out His Voice, and that a mighty
Voicey in thefe Things. Lord, Help us
to underffand thy Meaning in them. '
Certainly, There is a Loud Voica
-and Call from. God unto Good Men,
%0 confider more than ever; What
wared Exorcilms are 10 be ufed, f/-?ff
108
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the Unclean Spirit may be fuppreffed ir
the Land,

Mofit certainly, There is this Foic:
of GOD: Let all People bewara
how they give way to leflfer Begin-
nings in the Sins of Unchaffity. Oh
People can’t fec, where they fhall

ﬁO[’, if once they give the Reins
to Impetuous Impurities.

Motit certainly, All of us that may
upon Refiection find any Stumbles
1nto the Sins of Unchaffity, may now
hear this Foice of GOD uato us;
O Rewail your Dmpurities s and Abbor
yourfelves before  am Holy GOD ; and
ges 1he Cleanfing  Blood of your Saviouy
_ﬁﬁrfnk[u! 012 your Souls. And may we
not apprehend one thing more 2
Several Baffard-Childrexw have been
Muvdered in this P]3C85 But there
has not unto this Day been an

Detection of the Miurdevers. There 1s

this Day a Puice of GOD, and lo,
it is a mighry Voice, unto thofe Bloo-
dy Creatures; Ob! Let ot the Pati-

ence, and Forbearance of God be loff 2#pon
you, Wonder at ity That God has not all
210245
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this while delivered you up, to the Sword
of _7ﬂﬂice. Let the LOWg—ﬁ{ﬁ(}?‘f?zg of
God be for your Salvation. O Turnto
God, with a thorough Repentance, loft

He leave you to fomething that all the
People [hall be Amazed at !

I have done. Ileave thefe Faich-
ful Warnings in the Hands of GOD,
for Him to make them Efficacious.
O Glorions LORD, Give thou, for Thou
alone canft give, an Efficacy to them !

Renp iy SRETRaEE” ssniansEY-
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